% Harwosd, o " Soit was refolved in the affrmative. . . .
The clerk of the fenate delivers the bill to empower the judges of the court of appeals to reinflite the caul
of Job Garretfon againft Richard Cole, endorfed; « By thie fenate, December 19; 1800 : Upon reconfiderat

« will pafs. .

| ‘“Byorde, " W.'s, GREEN. k.
Ordered to be engrofled. - N

The refolution in favour of the chénc.ellor," endorfed ; ¢ By the fenate, Decemherigf 'g@o:: R ad the
« fecond time by efpecial order and affented to, : ' . T A
' . . M. S. GI

The. refolution in favour of the fecurities of Dennis Griffith, and’the rei%iutidhm' t‘fcar of tﬁe?ec:znf ; ¥
William S. Bond, feverally endorfed; ¢ By the fenate, December 19, 1800: Read the firf time and ordered

¢ to liec on the table, : . _ g
) ¢ By order, _ . w. S', G.R'EEN) d* -

“ By the fenate, December 19, 1800: Read the fecond time by efpecial order and affented to, ' - o
' | .. _“Byorder, . - ~ W. S. GREEN, elk,”... "
The journal of accounts, endorfed; ¢ By the {enate, December 19, 1800: Read the firlt and fecond time by

« efpecial order and affented to, .
| ; : “ By order, W. S. GREEN,

The bill for the payment of the journal of accounts, endorfed; ¢ By the fenate, December 19, 1860
« the firft time and ordered to lie on the table. o e T
_ « By order, - -~ W. S. GREE

“ By the fenate, December 19, 1800: Read the fecond tige by efpecial order and will pafs.. -

«'By order, ‘W.'S. GREEN, k.

« By order,

Ordered to be engroffed.
The following meflage : :
Br THe SEN A T E, DeceMBER 19, 1800.
GENTLEMEN, , : : e
WE have finithed the bufinefs before us, and are now ready to clofe the feffion. H agreeable to you, the
governor will be requefted to attend immediately in the fenate chamber to fign and feal the engroffed bills, -~ =
' “ By order, | - W.S.QGREEN; clk. =~
The bill to alter fuch parts of the conftitution and form of government as relate to voters and the qualification.
of voters, and the following meflage: e
- Byr- THe SE N A T E, DecemMeer 19, 18oo. ‘
GENTLEMEN, - S e
WE decline to recede from the principle of our firft amendment to your bill, entitled, An att to alter fuchparty . . -
of the conftitution and form of government as relate to voters and the qualification of voters, And we regggt that ' =

your meflage of this day is of fuch a nature as to make it neceffary for us to offérany ﬁlr&iféf&&iervatigns}%ﬁ this
‘occafion. Difcuffions on fubjefts of this kind feldom produce convition in either branch of the legiflature:
The queftion, what qualifications ought to entitle a petfon to fuffrage? furnifhes fcope for the moft diffufive and
endlefs differtation. Such difcuffions are never defired by us, and are particularly inconvenient at this late pe<
riod of the feffion. We confider fociety to be inftituted for the promotion of the general felicity.—And in our

community we believe that objeft will be beft promoted by a ftrié adherence to the principle before quoted by:

us from the bill of rights, and by making the right of fuffrage depend upon the concurrence of the three requi--
fites therein ftated, viz. property.in, a common intereft with, and an attachment to; the community. This'we
intended, and thought we had effe@ed by our firk amendment. Cana perfon, who has no affeflable prome#ty
whatever, be confidered as poffeffing, within the meamg and fpirit of the bill of rights, the two ficft of th
requifites? Or can the mere circumftance of a year’s refidence in the county, (the qualification propofed by you.)
‘be viewed as any conclifive evidence ot the laft? , o . T

- We do not oppofe your principle from an apprehenfion of its producing very extenfive and ferious evils at ths
prefent day, but we extend our vieWws to Riture times, when an imiienfe increafe of population may aad will %
take place in our country, and when a confiderable proportion of that population will probably be, as we find-it
in; all other countries, deftitute of property, and without fufficient virtue and knowledge to refift the arts, the
corruptions and theimpofitions of ambitious men, defirous of raifing themfeives to power;, even on of
 public liberty and happinefs. ‘Thefe apprehenfions are not vifionary. - They are founded upon the® :
patt ages. That liberty is the common and natural tight of all men, no good man will deny. - lo Ho
<confider naturab liberty; and the right of fuffrage, as the famé thing. The latter is an adventition ghtygfe- "
rived not from a flate of nature, but fociety, Admitting all men to be equally free by nature, it does not fol-

' low,




