JOHN H. S TON E, Efqiu're, -Governor.
C H A P LIX.

An ACT refpeing the roads of Somerfet and Woerecfter coun- fcfilzi-
tes: )

' & it enatted, by the General Affemdly of Marylind, That the a&, entitled, A@ts repnl-
“An a& to ftreighten and amend the public roads, paflfed at the feffion of & &

affembly feventeen hundred and ninety-four, held at the city of Annapo-

lis on the firft Monday of November; and the feveral fupplementary acts thereto,

fo far as the fame relates to Somerfet county, be and thé fame ate héreby re-

pealed; and hereafter the a& of aflembly, entitled, An a& for making of high=

ways, and making the heads of rivers, creeks, branches and fwamps; paffable

for horfc and foot, pafled at the feffion of affembly held at the city of Annapolis

on the firft day of September, feventeen hundred and four, with the feveral fup+

plementary alts thereto, and the feveral claufes and provifions therzof, be and

the- fame are hereby extended to the tounty of Somerfet, to all intents and pur-

pofes, any law, ftatute or cuftom, to the contrary notwithftanding,

II. dnd be it enafted, That every overfeer in Somerfet and Worcefter coun- Overfeens al.
ties refpetively fhall be allowed, by their levy coiirty a fum not exceéding ten °¥4n<® &°
dollars per annum for fuperintending the hands employed on the faid roads,
which fum fhall be paid out of the fines hereby impofed; and it fhall be the duty
of the overfeers ‘refpeQtively to keep a lift of all abfent perfons who are by this
law obliged to work on the public roads, and once in fix months to call on them
for the payment of the fums by them, or any of them,’ forfeited, and on refufal

“ar negle to pay the fame on demand, the faid overfeers fhall refpectively proceed
to recover the fame by due courfe of law; which fum or fums fo recovered, after
defraying the'coft’ of recovering the fame, and the allowance of the overfeet or
overfeers, fhall be annually accounted for with the juftices of the levy court once
in ‘every year by the faid overfeer or overfeers, upon cath or affirmation, as the

cafe may be. ‘ ;

111. And be it enafled; That the levy courts of Somerfet and Worcefter éoun- Courts to ap-
Ries refpetively, at their next meeting, and annually thereafter, in the manner P20 G
heretofore " provided, (hall appoint over the public roads of faid county a number ~ ~
of overfeers, not exceeding five in any one hundred, and they fhall afcertain and
lift the perfons or hands which fhall be liable to be called out by the faid over~
feers refpeively on the roads aforefaid.

~{V. 2nd 8¢ it enafted, That every overfeer of a road in Somerfet or Wor- Pml“‘g 2'
cefter counties who- (hall fail to do - his duty as prefcribed by law, fhall forfeit "% =
four dollars for every offeace. - |

" V. 2mp be it enafted, That any juftice of the peace of the cotnty whereithe Juftee to if
overfeer refides; who, upon his own view, or information on oath, ‘fhall-difcover rn, .
or be fatisfred that any road, bridge oricaufeway, is out of repair from the neglect
of duty in the overfeer, fhall iffue his warrant, in the name of the ftate, apainft
the faid overfeer, and if no reafonable excufe be made for fuch default, may give
judgment for the aforefaid penalty and cofts, and fhall immediately certify the
famhe to the cletk of the county court, who fhall thereupon iffue an execution,
dire@ted to the theriff, who ‘(hall proceed to levy and tollet the fame, and ac-
count for and pay ‘the fame to the order of the next levy courty and all fuch
penalties thall go to the ufe of the county, towards leflening the levy thereaf;
provided neverthelefs, that nothing herein contained thall prevent any offender
from being prefented by a grand jury for any offence not punifthed by any juftics
of the peace aforefaid under this act.

VI, GnD, whereas flrequent applications ar¢ made to the geheral affembly for
a@s aathorifing the laying out of new roads in the counti¢s aforefaid, where the
proprietors of the land through which the faid toads Krayed for and intended to
pafs are willing that the fame fhould be grinted: And whereas by vefting 2

power in the levy coufts of the faitd counties to determine on the proprictfy otf
uch
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