PRESIDENT’s ADDRESS.

The Nortd, in an unrcltrained intercourfe with the South, prote@ed by the
equal laws of a common government, finds in  the produlions of the latter, great
additional reéfources of maritime and commercial entorprife and precious materials
of manufauring induftry.—The Soutb in the fame intercourfe, benefitting by
the agency of the North, fees its agriculture grow and its commerce expand.
Turning partly into its own channgls the feamen of the Nortd, it finds its parti-
cular pavigation invigorated;—and while it contributes, in different ways, to
nourith dnd incréafe the gereral mafs of the nationaf navigation, it looks forward
to the proteGtion of a maritime ftrength; to which itfelf is unequally adapted.—
The Eaf; in a like intercourfe with the ¢y alréady finds, and in the progref-
five improvement of interior cothmunications; by land and water, will more and
more find, a valuable vént for the commodities which it brings from abroad, or
manufattures at home.==~The #f derives from the Eaf? fupplies requifite to its
growth and comfort=—and what is perhaps of fill greater confequence, it muft
of neceffity owe the fecare enjoynient cf indifpenfable outlets for its own produc-
tions to the weight, influence, and the future maritime ftrength of the Atlantic
fide of the union, dire€ted by an indiffoluble community of interelt as one na-
tion.—Any other tenure by which the #¢f can hold this effential advantage,
whether derived from its own feparate ftrength; or from an apoftate and un-
natural connexion with any foreign power; muft be intrinfically precarious.

While then every part of our counfrj thus feels an imimédidte and particular
intereft in union, all the parts combined cannot fail to find in the united mafs
of means and efforts greater ftrength, greater refource; proportionably greater
fecurity from external danger, a lefs frequent interruption of their peace by
foreign nations;—and what is of ineftimable value! they muft derive from union
an exemption from thofe broils and wars between themfelves; which fo ftequent-.
ly affli@® neighbouring countries, not tied together by the fame government;
which their own rival(hips alone would be {ufficient to proditce, but which op-
pofite foreign alliances, attachments and intrigues, would ftimulate and imbitter.
—Hence hkewife they will avoid the neceffity of thofe overgrown military efta-
blithments, which under any form of government are inaufpicious to liberty,
and which are to be regarded as particularly hoftile to republican liberty; In
this fenfe it is, that your union ought to be confidered as a main prop of your

liberty, and that the love of the one ought to endear to you the prefervation of
the other. .

_ Thefe confiderations fpeak a perfuafive language to every refleting and virtuous
mind, and exhibit the continuance of the UN1oN as a primary object of patriotic
defire.—Is there a doubt, whether a common government can embrace fo large
a {phere?—Let experience folve it. To liften to mere {peculation in fuch a cafe
were criminal. We are authorifed. to hope that a proper organization of the
whole, with the auxiliary agency of governments for the refpettive fubdivifions,
will afford a happy iffue to the experiment. 'Tis well worth a fair and full ex-
periment.  'With fuch powerful and obvious motives to union, aﬁ'c&ing all parts
of our country, while experience fhall not have demonftrated its impra&ibulity,
there will always be reafon to diftruft the patriotifm of thofe, who in any quarter
may ‘endeavour to weaken its bands. '

In contemplating the caufes which may difturb our union, it occurs as matter
of ferious concern, that any ground fhould have been furnithed for characterifing
pacties by geographical difcriminations—Northern and Soutbern— Atlantic and
Weflern; whence defigning men may endeavour to excite a belief that there is a
real difference of local interefts and views. Onc of the expedients of party to
acquire influence, within particular diftricts, is to mifreprefent the opinions and
aims of other diftri&ts. You cannot fhield yourfelves too much againft the
jealoufies and heart-burnings which fpring from thefe mifreprefentations ; they
tend to render alien to each other thofe who ought to be bound together by fra-
ternal affeCtion. The inhabitants of our weftern country have lately had a ufe-
ful leffon on this head; they have feen, in the negotiation by the Executive, and.
in the unanimous ratification by the Sernate, of the treaty with Spain, and in

the




