fuﬂicér of the Peace.
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" Of the Commion Liw, aind of fuch as had, and fill
" have; " the Confervation of the Peace by the Com-

mon Law.
| 5_,,' FEHE Common Lawsof this Realm of England, receivifg Prihci'faqma:i
o7wraw R pally theic Grounds from the Laws of * God and-Nature,(which 2= -
t;ﬁf‘;:q- ' Law of Nature; as it pertaineth to man, is alfo called the Law of
-\ the Land. 4+ Reafon ) and being, for their- Antiquity, thofe whereby this

e Realm .was governed- many hundred . years beforc the Conqueft;
& 5e 1oe. the Equity and Excellency whereof. is fuch; as that there is no human
eaps.  Law within the circuitof the whole World, by infinite degtees, fo apt and
. 2;‘3 . profitable for the honourable, peaceable, and profperous Governrhent of
T Connn this Kingdom, and fo neceffary -forall Eftates, and for all Caules,concern-
Lawis  ing Life, Lands or Goods, as thefe Laws be: Thefc Laws,’ (1 fay) evén
Reafim.  from their beginning, have continued a {pecial earc for the Confervation
7ide Plo. - of the Peace of this Land. And,to that purpofe;at the Common Law (long
| 36.4-57.4 before Juftices of the Peace were made) there were fundry perfons to
% r6s.s. Whofe charge the maintenance of this Peace was recommended; and who,
| .Colit42 with their other Offices, had (and yet ftill have) the Conférvationof the

?ﬁ;ff‘ “Peace annexed to their charges, asa thing incident toand unfeparable from

" Prefsee, their faid Offices.  And yet neverthelefs they were and*are called by the
Forelue parhes of their Offices only,the Conférvation of the Peacc being included

. &I7. . .
Lit209. thcrcm. . . s . )

7§2. " Firft, TheKing’s Majefty (by his Dignity Royal) is the p incipal Con- Kimz.
73 fervator of the Pegee within His Dominions, (and is Capitalis Fufticiarius
" dnglie) in whofe hands at the beginning, the Adminiftration of all Jultice -

- and all Jurifdi®ion inall caufes firft was ; and afterwards by and fromhim
. only was this Authority derived and given to others. '

- And yet fo, as that whatfoever Power is by him committed over viro
other men, the fame neverthelefs remaineth flill in himfelf; infomuch that
he may himfelf in perfon fic in Judgment,as in ancient times other Kings

* here have done, and may take .knowledge of all cafes and caufes, unlefs
they concern himfelf; for in fuch cafes wherein the King is a party, the
King cannot properly fit in Judgment,but muft perform that by his Juftices,

. Commiffioners, or the like, as in cafes of Treafon, Felonices, or fuch other.
The King alfo, as heis the principal Confervator of the Peace himfelf, fo
he may command all others, and may award Procefs againft chem to con-
ferve the Peace ; but he cannot take a Recognizance for the Peace, becaufe

the Recognizance is made to himfelf, &e. .
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6y The Lord Chancellor, ( or Lord Keeper of ‘the Great Seal ) the Lord Lembaz:

oficers High Steward of England, the Lord Marfhal, and High Conftable of
England, the Lord Treafurer of England , and every Juftice of the King’s
Bench, as alfo the Mafter of the Rolls, have inclofed in their faid Offices
the Confervation of the Peace over allthe Realm ; and every of thefe may
award Precepts, and take Recognizances for the Peace, by virtuc of their
Places and as incident to their Offices ; yea,every one of thele,ugon prayer
of Surety of the Peace made to them,orany of them,againftanother,hath
authority to award or grant their Precept or Warrant to the SheriH;ﬁCé)ln-
' ._ B - ' ables
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