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. THE CONSTITUTION AND FORM OF GOVERNMENT,

gomery county shall be divided and laid off into five sepuraie districts; Ailegany
couiity shali be divided and laid off into eight(i) separate districts; Anne-drundel
county(k), excluding the city of Annapolis, shall be divided and luid off into five
separcte districts; all that part of the second election district of Anne-JArundel conntyy
Lying ont of the city of Annapolis, shall constitule and compose the second election dis-
trict af the said counly; and the polls for the second election district of Anne . Arundel
counly shall be held at the house of Jacob Walers, near the blacksmith’s shop, on
the main road leading from the city of Annapolis to the city of Weshington(k); and
Battimore counly, out of the limits of the city of Baltimore; shall be divided and
leid off inte seven districts; and the said citizens, when assembled, shall proceed
to elects by ballot(1), four delegates fur their respective countics, of the most
wige, sensible, and discreet of the people, residents in the county where they
are to be chosen one whole year next preceding the election, above twenly-ong
years of age(m)s '

8. That all matters which relate to the judges, place., time and manner, of hold-
ing elections for delegates of the several counties, shall hereafter be regulated by

law(i),

4. That every free white male citizen of this state, above twenty-one years of
age, and no other(o)s having resided txwelve months within this state, und six
wonths in the city of Annapolis, next preceding the clection at which he offers to
oole(0)y shall hnve a right of suffrage, and shall, on the first Monday of Octo-
ber seventeenr hundred and seventy-seven, and on the same day in every year

~for ever theveafter, vote by ballot(p), in the clection of the said cily, and elect by a
majority of votes, two delegates to the general assembly of this state(q). That

(i) Allegany county had been divided into six districts, which were altered to eight hy 1816,

ch. 32, confirmed by 1817, ch. 14, . -
An act was passed to aller and change such parts of the constitution as related to the di-
vision of Anne- Arundel county into election districts, and to change the place of hoMing the clecs
tioas in the =ccond di-trict, 1816, ch 252, confirmed by 1817, ch. 149 These acts had the ef.
fect of changing a part of the constitution established by thqacts of 1798 and 1799, which pro-~
vided that Anne Arundel couny. including the city of Annapolis, should be laid off into five se-
parate distr cts.  The maling a sixth district therein, to wit the ¢ity of Annapolis, which was
teit out of the second district, did not extend to elections for county delegates, the right of voling’
for whom by the inhabitants of Annapolis, having a freehold of filty acres of land in the county,
wa: taken awav by the act of Noveraber 1809, ch. 38, confirmed by 1810, ¢h. 49, but only tor
other-eléctions there'n mentioned. ' .

(1. The original manner of electing ~i*a voce, was altered by November 1809, ch. 83, con~.
firmed Ly 310, ¢h. 33, to voting by ballot; a similar alteration having been before' made by 1801,
c¢h 90, confirmed by 1802, ch. 20. )

tm) 'Fhe persons to be chosen were required to have in the state, real or personal property
above the valne of five hundred pounds current money, but by November 1509, ch. 198, con-
firmed by 1319, ch 18, all such parts of the eonstitutior as requived a property qualification in
per-ons elecied memhers of the legislature, were abolished T'he subsequent part of the section,
respecting the final casting up of the polls is omitted, every part thercof which related to the
jodges, place, time and manner, of holding elections for delegates, having been abrogated by
the act of 1793, ch. 115, confirmed by 1799, ch. 48, and left to be regulated by Taw.

a3 The original provisions by which the sheriffs were constituted the judges, and directed to
make veturns after holding the elections four days, if neecessary, were abrogated by the act of
1798, ¢n. 115, confirued by 1799, ch. 48, and the above having thereby hecome a part of the
constitution, is considered proper to be substituted in this section. The elections have since been
rezulated by 1799, ch. 50, and 1805, ch. 97, and the time fixed to the first Monday in October
in everv vear, a- before.

(0j The former property qualification which in the city of Annapolis referred to the charter,
was akolished by November 1809, ch. 83. confirmed by 1810, ch. 33, and the term of residénce
preceding the clection was altered by the same acts, as stated in notes (a) and (b) to section 2,

(p) ‘The manner of electing riva voce was altered by November 1809, ch, 83, confirmed by
1819, ch. 33, to voting by ballot.

{q) The two delegates were to be qualified agreeable to the charter of the city, which required
theit haviny a freehold or visible es'ate of the value of twenty pounds sterling therein. This pro-
perty qualification. together with that required for county delcgates, was abolished by November
1809, ch. 198, confirmed by 1810, ch. 18, . .
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