LAWS of MARY L AN D.

C H A P. IL
An ACT o prevent defertion. - -

To continue during the war. ~ Expired. This a empowered any perfon to apprehend a mas fufpe&-
ed of being a deferter, and to carry him before a juftice of the peace fot examination, &¢. It propofed a
reward for the apprehender, and infliCted fines on the harbourers or concealers of deferters, and on the
conftable who fhould neglec to execute this act, and on perfons whe fhould refufe to affift him, and upon
thofe who thould deal for arms, horfes, cloaths, or other furniture, knowing them to belong either to this
ftate or to the United States: Thefe fines were levyable by diftrefs and fale of goods, under a warrant, for
the fole ufe of the informer ; and if they could niotbe fo levied, the -offenders, for the firft offence, were
to fuffer three months imprifonment ; - for, the fecond offence, if the fines were not levied, the offenders
might be punithed by whipping not exceeding 39 lathes. =~ S ,

A magiftrate, upon oatﬁ or affirthation, might iffué his warrant to fearch any houfe fufpedted of har-
bouring a deferter, and, for that purpofe; to break’ doors if not opened on demand. A penalty of 20 dol-
fars, however, was to be infliGed.on uz;perfom whey, avithout a warrant, thould break open a houfe under
pretence of fqamhintgnfx a deferter,;;and this penalty was to be awarded to the party grieved, and might
be levied either an the body or goods. o k o ,

o C H AP IOL
An ACT to promote the recruiting fervice.

[

This a& exempted any inhabitant of the ftate, enlifting into a ftate battalion, or into any of its attille-
ry companies, from asreft for debt under £, 12 ftérling, £. 20 currency,‘ or 2000lb: of tobacco ; and it
alfo exempts his property frore attaghment or execation: fer fuch-debt. - If 2o arreft, attachment or exe-
cution, took plaee contrary to-this aét, a fingle juftice of the peace, on complaint of the party, of his
officer, might difcharge the perfon; and unlefs it were made appear, that wafte was committed in the

, by the foldier, Ris wife, or the perfon having the‘care and pofleffion of it, the juftice might fet
afide the attachment or execution, and award:cofts! But this aft did nat.expofe the creditor to be affet-
ed by the a&t of limitations, on account of the delay occafioned by it. - .

Recruiting officers were authorifed to enlift fervants or apprentices not having mort than eighteen
months to ferve, on paying to their mafters the value to which they might be appraifed by a juftice, who
was, inall cafes where the recruit was entitled to freedom dues; to make the maiter account to him for the
fum of £.6 in'lieu of them. But if an officer enlifted a fervant or apprentice, and neglected; on demand
of the owner, to carry him before 3 juftice, he forfeited to the owner the fum of £. 1o, to be recovered
and levied ‘on the perfon or property, under a warrant. ' ‘

‘The governor was - required e ‘appoint in’ every hundred; 'a perfon to- colledt blankets. 'The duty of
this officer was ‘to-call on-ewery howfeskeeper in his diftri@ for an atcount of his ftock of blankets,
over and beyond the number generally ufed by his family in the winter, and this account, if the
colle&or thought proper, was, under the penalty of £. 20, to be delivered on oath. The like penalty
-was to be incurred if one half of fuch furplus blankets were not delivered to the colleor. The value of
them was to be afcertained either by agreement, or by the valuation ef one fworn appraifer, and difcharg-
ed by the treafurer of the refpective thore, who was to tranfmit, with all convenient fpeed, to the gover-
nor and council, fair lifts of the blankets fo collected and paid for. 'The collectors, before they a&ted,
were direGed to-take an oath for the faithful difcharge of duty ; and for their fervices they were to be al-
lowed a commiffion of five per cent.. befides their reaforable charges for conveying the blankets to the

laces of depofit, which were Chefter-town for  the eaftern, and Baltimore or Annapolis for the weftern

ore. The whole ftock fo colleGted was fubje&k tp the orders of the executive.

C H A P IV -
An ACT to expedite the march of troops in and through this flate.

wHEREAS it is neceflary ta:eftablifh fome regular plan for the fupply-
_ing-of troops marching to, in-or through, this ftate, for the defence
 thereof, or-of-any other of the United States, with proper teams, and
carriages and baats, for expediting the miirch of the faid troops, with their bag-
gage and military ftores: And whereas - neither carriages or boats ought to be im-
prefled for any other purpofe, or in any other manner, than as direCted by the
‘:[e_giﬂztm‘é-; IR o _ E :

II . ’Eeit ﬁnaﬁzﬂ; . iy the general a]emb@; ‘Tih;atf any juftice of the peace within
any county,. from, through, near, or to which, any battalion, detachment, troop
or company, emplojed. in.the fervice of this flate or the Unitéd States, may be

ordered to march, fhall, on the written application of any officer having the quar-
tering, difpofition, dire€tion or command, of fuch battalion, detachmerit, troop or
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Preamble,

Juftice, onap=
plication of
any officer,
&c: fhall iffue
his warrant 1@
conftables to
hire or prefs

company, iffue his warrant ‘or watrants to. any one or more of the conftables of carriages, &g

the county of which he is a juftice, requiring him: or them to provide, in his or
their huntgred or hundreds, be hire ﬁcnltzrlag&, at the rates hereafter afcertained
for preft carriages and teams, fuch a number of carriages and teams,“with able
men to drive the fame, as fhall be mentioped in the faid warrant or ‘warrants ;
and if the number requiréd cannot be fo procured, then to prefs in his or their
hundred or hundreds refpe@ively, fuch a number as fhall be wanting to make up
their refpe@ive deficiencies ; but if the emergency of affairs requires an nnm(edxaltc
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