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CHAP.
XX.

LAWS of MARY LAN D.

convicted by a petit jury, after a prefentment by a grand jury, in a court to be ere@ted in this colony by
the next convention, or fhall ftand mute, or peremptorily challenge above the number of twenty of the
pannel, fhall fuffer death as a felon, without benefit of ¢ .

C H A P XXL
An ACT to affefs and impofe an equal tax on all property within this ftate.
Viz. for raifing 10f on every [. 100 of private property within the ftate.

'C H A P. XXIIL
An ACT relating to the affeflment of property in this ftate.

This act allowed debtors who are under an obligation to p;g’ intereft, to difcount 10/ out of every £.6
due for intereft ; and, to make amends to their creditors, it directs that debts fhall not be taxed.

There is another fingular provifion.  The affeffors were direfted to take the oath of any perfon, when
tendered, as complete evidence of the valug of his property, and to rate him accordingly. Public offices
of profit, she profeflion of the law, the employment of an hired clerk, a&ting without commiffion, and of
« facYor, agent or mariager, ufing commerce, were all taxed §/in every £. 100 of the clear, annual profit.

C H A P. XXIIL
An ACT for the payment of the journal of accounts.

| C H A P. XXIV.
An ACT for enlarging the powers of the governor and the council.

The governor and council are invefted with as full powers (except that of banifhment) as have at any
convention been lodged in the councils of fafety. They are likewife authorifed to engage volunteer mi-
litia, with the fame allowance of pay and rations as was given to continental troops, for fuch time and
on fuch terms as they fhall think proper, to march into any of the adjoining ftates; to procure, at difcre-
tion, magazines and provifions for any militia called into fervice, and to colle¢t as many arms as poffi-
ble; to execute any refolve, and to comply with any requifition of congrefs which they may judge for
the intereft and fafety of the ftate ; to fend exports at difcretion ; and to import military flores and ne-
ceflaries ; to employ perfons who fhall fit, equip and manage, the ftate veflels of war, and do any other
bufinefs under their centrol and fuperintendence. And to enable them to exercife thefe various duties,
they are empowered to draw at difcretion on either of the treafurers. In the abfence of the governor the
council may execute all the powers conferred by this act.

This at further directs, that militia fines be levied by diftrefs and fale, under warrant of a juftice,
and authorifed the officers, who thould adjudge 2 fine, to commit the offender to a ferjeant, provided they
thould prefer that mode of compulfion.

This att laftly declares, all refolves of the fefion to be equally binding with formal a&ts of affembly.
It was to continue in force until the fifth day of the fucceeding feflion. It was continued by the a& of
June, 1777, ch. 7, until the fifth day of the next feflion. By the a& of O&ober following, ch. 2, it had a
fimilar continuance. At the fucceeding feflion in March, 1778, it was fuffered to expire ; but in a few days
after, by ch. 3, it was revived to continue until the end of that feflion, at which period it finally expired,
another a& under the fame title having been previoufly pafled.

N. B. To afcertain whatwere the powers of the council of fafety, it is neceffary to refort to the pro-
ceedings of the conventions.

At the convention held on the 26th of July, 1775, fixteen perfons, eight of whom are chofen from
each fhore, are appointed a council of fafety, any nine of whom, or a majority thereof, when met, may
direct the operations of the minute-men and militia, grant all military commiffions, appoint field officers,
and appoint and regulate the rank of all military officers; in the recefs of convention to call forth the
minute-men into action, in any place in this or any neighbouring colony, and order the militia into adti-
on in any part of the province,_, at i:uch times, 1n fuch proportions, andy on fuch occafions, as they may
think proper ; and do every thing, in their own difcretion, ‘(or defending and firengthening the province.
In cafes of neceflity, a majority of the members on either fhore may appoint courts martial, hear, deter-
mine and punifh, dangerous offences, according to the refolves of that convention, call forth the minute
or militia men of their thore, and, after doing thefe things, as foon as poffible, they are to call 2 meeting
of the council at large, whofe refolutions may control their proceedings. The council, or either branch
of it, may draw on the treafurers of the refpetive thores, and fufpend any officer of the minute-men or
the militia. And the council, on a full hearing, may dfiplace any field officer, commiffion another in
his ftead, and fill up all vacancies below the degree of a field oficer.  Any two of this council are au-
thorifed to call either a meeting of the whole body or of their own branch. The council may call a
meeting of the convention before the day to which it fhall ftand adjourned; on the meeting of the con-
vention their power is to be at an end, theg are to rendar an account of their proceedings, and to the
fucteeding council one half of them are to be ineligible.

By the convention which met en the 7th of December, 1775, feven perfons were appointed a council
of fafety, four of them refiding on the weftern and three on the eaftern thore, with the following powers,
viz. To direct the operation of the regular forces, minute-men and militia ; to grant all military commiffions ;
to appoint all officers not appointed by this convention; to regulate military rank; to call forth into a&tion
the regulars and minute-men to any place within this or any neighbouring colony, and to order the militia to
any place within the province, at any time and in any praportions they may think proper; to do all things for
the defence of the province which they may think neceffary ; to fufpend or difplace any regular, minute or mili-
tia officer, and fill upall vacancies; to draw for the bills of credit for the purpofe of executing the refolves of
convention, difcharging prefent and future contracts, and defraying the expences of the regulars and minute-
men; to arreft, confine and imprifon, until the next convehtion, all perfons guilty of high and dangerous
offences, tending to difunite the people, or deftroy the liberties of America; to hear, try and imprifon, all
offenders of this clafs fent to them by the feveral committees of obfervation ; to pardon perfons fentenced
by courts martial to death ; to call the convention before the time to which it fhall be adjourned. Their
power is to cqatinue untd the end of she next convention, ®o which thiey are to render an account. -
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