INTRODUCTION.

At the feffion which began in Neovember, 1784, the filliwing refolve was affented
to by both branches of the legiflature :

RESOLVED, That Mr. Frederick Green, printer to this flate, be direfied to
collect and print, in one or more volumes, one bundred copies of all the acls of af-
Jembly (mow in force) pafled fince the twenty-fixth of November, feventeen bundred
and fixty-threc, to the end of this feffion of affembly, under the direttion of Al-xander
C. Hanfon and Samuel Chafe, Efquires, with the bill of rights, and conftitution and
Sform of government, the confederation, and the refolutions of the conventins, and
the proceedings of the convention that framed the conftitution, at the public expence,
“and fubjelt to the difpofal of the gemeral affembly ;s and that the intendant of the
revenue be direfled to advance Mr. Green fuch a fum of money as he may think
proper, fo affift bim in the execution of the work.

LTHOUGH the fuperintendence of the following publication was

A committed to two perfons, the gentleman, whofe fuperior talents might

have enabled him to render complete fatisfacion, did not think proper

to fhare in the undertaking. It required more time and application, than could
be fpared from more interefting and important engagements.

Tue perfon, therefore, who may be ftyled the editor, was left to form his
own conftru@ion of the refolve, and to obey it in the beft manner his akilities
would admit. He directed to be printed at large all fubfifting public acts of
affembly, the operation of which was not already paft; the proceedings of the
Iaft convention, fo far as in any manner they refpect the declaration of rights,
and the conftitution and form of government ; the fubfifting refolves of con-
vention, and the articles of confederation. The order in which all thefe are
difpofed, is fuch as to him and the printer appeared moft convenient. He has
given only abftracts of the public a&s which, notwithftanding they may be
termed perpetual laws, have {pent their operation; and abftrads alfo of all aés
relating to parifhes, {chools, and fmall focieties or bodies of men. He has
Tikewife given the fubftance of every temporary law which contained provifions
remarkable enough to merit a particular notice. Of the reft he has inferted only
the titles, with here and there a fhort hiftorical note.

In framing the index, he did not imitate the plan of his refpetable predecef-
for ; becaufe no index ought to be relied on for the fubftance of the a<t it refers
to. He thought it {ufficient to point out the a& itfelf; and for that purpofe he «
has adopted fuch heads as will probably occur to thofe converfant in laws ; and
he has even fometimes placed the fame thing under feveral different heads.

As he was fully apprized of the difficulty of adapting an index to every man’s -
tafte and turn of mind, he was particularly attentive to that part of his under-
taking, He might indeed have declined it altogether; but, without it, his
performance would have been deplorably defective, and the moft diligent inquirer
might be baffled in his refearches after fome of the laws comprehended in this
collection.  With refpect to the propriety of making the title correfpond with
cach enalting claufe, it may fuffice to mention the following circuamftance. The
editor had been told, that a chancery jurifdiion was conferred on the general
court in all cafes where the chancellor is to be made a party to a bill in equity.
- He made feveral fruitlefs fearches for the law, and at length, in the progrefs of
this revifion, he found it moft' unaccountably inferted in the middle of an a&
relating to the eftates of deceafed perfons.

IT is the office of an index to remedy the inconvenience of defetive titles,
and, at one view, to point out every provifion belonging to each particular head.
It is hoped the index at the end of this volume will anfwer thefe purpofes. But
unlefs our legiflators will condefcend to adopt the hint, or avail themfelves of
their own better wifdom, the fame inconvenience will fpeedily recur.
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