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At 4 SESSTION "of the GENERAL
ASSEMBLY of MARYL AN D, be-
gun and held at the city of ANNaPOLIS, on
Nionday the feventh of November, in the Year of
our Lord one thoufand feven hundred and eighty-

five, the following L AW § were enacted.
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An ACT to approve, confirm and ratify, the compa& made
by - the comm:flioners appointed by the general affembly of
the commonwealth ot Virginia, and the commiffivners ap-
peinted by this ftate, to regulate and fettle the jurildi&ion
and navigation of Patowmack and Pocomoke nvers, and
that part ot Chefapeake bay which lieth within the territory
ot \irgimia, 2

HEREAS, at a2 meeting of the commiffioners appointed by
the general aflemblies of the commonwecalth ot Virginia and
the ftaie of Maryland tor torming a comp.& between the two
ftates, to regulate and fectle the jurildiétion and navigation of Patowmack,
Pocomoke rivers, and . that part of Chefapeske bay which lieth within
the territory of Virginia, to wit, George Mafon and Alexander H:ader-
fon, Efquires, on the part ot the commonwealth of Virginia, and Danicl
of Saint Thomas Jeniter, Thomas Stone, and Simucl Chate, Kiguaires,
on the part of the ftate' of Maryland, at Mouat Vern.n in Virgi=
nia; on the twenty-eighth day of March, in the year ome thoutiid
fcven hundred and cighty:five; the following compadt w.s mu:n iy
agreed to by the faid commitfioners,  Fisft, Fhe commorweaith of Vi
ginia difclaims all right to impofe any toll, duty or charge, probibition
or reftraint, on any veffel whatever failing through the capss of Ch-fi-
peeke bay to the fate of Maryland; or. trom the faid flate through the
faid capes oatward bound, and agrees that she waters of Chefapeake bay,
“4nd the river Pocodmoke, within thé limits of Virginia; be for ever con-
fideréd a$. 4 common highway, free for the ufe and navigation of any
veffel belonging to the faid ftate of Maryland, or any of its citizens, or
carrying oh commierce to or from the faid ftate, or with any ot its citi-
#ens; and that any fuch veflel, inward or ogtward bound, may freely
eater any of the fivers within the commonwealth of Virginia as a har-
bour, or fot fafety againtt an enemy, without the paymient of port du-.
fies, or any other charge; and alfo that the bzfore-mcationed parts « f
Chefapeske bay and Pocomoke . river be free for the navigation of veflcis
from one part of the flate of Maryland to another.  Second, The ftate
of Maryland agfees, that any veflel belonging to the commonwealth of
Virginia, or any of its citizens, or carrying on commerce to or from the:
faid conmonwealth, or with any of its citizens, may freely enter any of
the sivers of thefaid ftate of Maryland as a harbour, or for fafety againgt
an enémy, without” the payment of any port duty, or any other charge.
-Third, Veflels of war, the property of either ftate, :fhall not be fubject.
‘fo’ the payment:of any port duty, or other charge. Fourth, Veflels not
-excesding forty foet keal, nor Afty tons burthen, - the property of.any
SRR citizen
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