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LAWS of MARYLAND.

C H A P. XXVI.

An ACT to eftablith pilots, and to regulate their fees.
HEREAS it is neceflary for the fafety and prefervation of veflels
bound from this ftate to fea, or coming into Chefapeake bay and
, bound up any river of this ftate, and to {ome port thereof, that able
and experienced pilots thould be eftablithed to condu& and pilot fuch veflels, for
reafonable fees, to their feveral moorings, and that ignorant and unikilful perfons
thould be prevented from undertaking fuch pilotage :

I1. e it enaften, &y the General Affembly of Maryland, That Septimus Noel,
Ifaac Vanbibber, Robert Henderfon, Thomas Johnfon, Jeremiah Yellott, James
Clark and Thomas Elliott, or any four or more of them, be and hereby ate ap-
pointed a board to examine any perfon who fhall defire to be admitted a pilot
(he firft producing a certificate from the court of the county where he refides of
his honefty and good behaviour, and paying to the faid board the fum of thirty
thillings current money, and to the regifter of the board five fhillings), and if
upon public examination the perfon fhall appear to the board of fufficient ability,
fkill and experience, they fhall grant him one of three kinds of warrants of ap-
pointment and licence, according to the qualification of fuch perfon, thereby
authorifing fuch perfon, for one year from the date of fuch warrant, either to
pilot veflels of any draught of water, or veflels of not exceeding twelve feet
draught, or veflels of not exceeding nine feet draught ; and every perfon receiving
a warrant of appointment and licence agreeably to this a&, fhall thereafter be
reputed a lawful pilot ; but no perfon fhall be entitled to receive a warrant as
aforefaid as a firft rate pilot, unlefs he hath employed himfelf for at leaft three
years in the bufinefs of piloting veflels of any draught, or unlefs he hath ferved at
leaft four years as an apprentice to the bufinefs of piloting ; and every pilot fhall
renew his warrant of licence every year in the month of February ; and every firft
rate pilot fhall pay fifteen thillings, and every fecond rate pilot ten fhillings, and
every third rate pilot five thillings, to the regifter of the board for every renewal,
and the board may renew any licence or not, as they may think proper.

II1. gno be it enaited, That every member of the faid board, before he pro-
ceeds to examine any perfon applying for a warrantas a pilot under this a&, fhall
take the following oath, or athrmation, (to be adminiftered by any juftice of the

eace) to wit:—* I, A. B. do {wear (or folemnly, fincerely and -truly declare

“and affirm), that I will impartially examine and inquire into the capacity, fkill
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and experience, of C. D. in the art of piloting in Chefapeake bay and the rivers
thereof, and will admit him as I find him qualified, or reje&t him if I find him
unqualified, without favour, affetion or reward.”

IV. Qnd be it enaed, That the fid board may make a common feal, and
aiter and renew the fame at their pleafure, and may appoint a regifter, who fhall
enter in a book, to be provided for that purpofe, all applications to, and all other
proceedings of, the faid board, and the regifter fhall counterfign all warrants
for pilots granted by the board; and every fuch warrant fhall be under the feal
of the faid board.

V. ano be it enafted, That it (hall not be lawful for any perfon to actas a
pilot, notwithftanding his having obtained a warrant as aforefaid, unlefs he or
the company to which he belongs fhall keep one fufficient boat of twenty-fix feet

~ keel ftreight rabbet, at the leaft, and decked and well found, under the penal-

ty of fifty pounds current money for every veflel fuch perfon fhall undertake to
conduct or pilot; and the name of every boat, and the number of her warrant
and the port the belongs to, fhall be put on her ftern, and on her mainfail and
forefail, in large letters.

VI. 9nd be it enafted, That if any perfon, not having a warrant as a pilot
agreeably to this ac, fhall prefume to take upon himfelf to conduct or pilot any
veffel bound from any port in this ftate te fea, or coming from fea and bound up
any river of this ftate, and to any port thereof, every fuch perfon fhall forfeit
. ' ' fifty



