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sent allowed, unless the number shall be reduced by the consent of such
town or towns.

§ 4. The senate shall consist of twelve members, to be chosen annu-
ally by the electors.

§ 5. At the meetings of the electors, held in the several towns in this
state, in April annually, after the election of rep ives, the el
present shall be called upon to bring in their written ballots for senators.
The presiding officer shall receive the votes of the electors, and count
and declare them in open meeting. The presiding officer shall also make
duplicate lists of the persons voted for, and of the number of votes for
each, which shall be certified by the presiding officer ; one of which lists
shall be delivered to the town clerk, and the other, within three days after
said meeting, shall be delivered, under seal, either to the secretary or to
the sheriff of the county in which said town is situated ; which list shall
be directed to the secretary, with a superscription expressing the purport
of the contents thereof. And each sheriff who shall receive such votes
shall, within fifteen days after said meeting, deliver, or cause them to be
delivered, to the secretary.

§ 6. The treasurer, secretary, and comptroller, for the time being, shall
canvass the votes publicly. The twelve persons having the greatest num-
ber of votes for senators shall be declared to be elected. But, in cases
where no choice is made by the electors, in consequence of an equality
of votes, the house of representatives shall designate, by ballot, which of
the candidates having such equal number of votes shall be declared to be
elected. The return of votes, and the result of the canvass, shall be sub-
mitted to the house of representatives, and also to the senate, on the first
day of the session of the general assembly, and each house shall be the
final judge of the election returns and qualifications of its own members,

§ 7. The house of rep ives, when bled, shall choose a
speaker, clerk, and other officers. The senate shall choose its clerk and
other officers, except the president. A majority of each house shall con-
stitute a quorum to do business; but a smailer number may adjourn
from day to day, and pel the attendance of absent bers in such
manner, and under such penalties, as each house may prescribe.

§ 8. Each house shall determine the rules of its own proceedings,
punish members for disorderly conduct, and, with the consent of two-
thirds, expel a member, but not a second time for the same cause ; and
shall have all other powers necessary for a branch of the legislature of a
free and independent state. '

§ 9. Each house shall keep a journal of its proceedings, and publish
the same when required by one-fifth of its members, except such parts as,
in the judgment of a majority, require secrecy. The yeas and nays of
the members of either house shall, at the desire of one-fifth of those pre-
sent, be entered on the journals.

§ 10. The tors and ref ives shall, in all cases of civil pro-
cess, be privileged from arrest during the session of the general assembly,
and for four days before the commencement and after the termination
of any session thereof. And for any speech or debate in either house,
they shall not be questioned in any other place

- § 11. The debates of cach house shall be public, except op such occa-
sions as in the opinion of the house may require secrecy.




