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A CONSTITUTION

Agreed upon by the delegates of the people of New Jersey,
in Convention, begun at Trenton on the Sourteenth day
of May, and continued to the twenty-ninth day of June,
in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and
JSorty-four. -

W, the people of the State of New Jersey, grateful to Almighty
God for the civil and religious liberty which he hath so long permitted
us to enjoy, and looking to Him for a blessing upon our endeavours to
secure and transmit the same unimpaired to ding generations, de
ordain and establish this constitution.

o . ARTICLE 1.
RIGHTS AND PRIVILEGES,

1. All men are by nature free and independent, and have certain
natural and unalienablé rights, among which are those of enjoying and
defending life and liberty, acquiring, possessing, and protecting property,
and of pursuing and obtaining safety and happiness.

2. All political power is inherent in the people.

Government is instituted for the protection, security and benefit of the
peaple, and they have the right at all times to alter or reform the same,
whenever the public good may require it.

3. No person shall be deprived of the inestimable privilege of worship-
ping Almighty God in a manner agreeable to the dictates of his own
conscience; nor under any pretence whatever be compelled to attend
any place of worship contrary to his faith and judgment ; nor shall any
person be obliged to pay tithes, taxes, or other rates for building or
repairing any church or churches, place or places of worship, or for the

i of any minister or ministry, contrary to what he believes to
be right, or has deliberately and voluntarily engaged to perform.

4. There shall be no establish of one religious sect in pref
to another; no religious test shall be r quired as a gualification for any
office or public trust; and no person shall be denied the enjoyment of
any civil right merely on t of his religious principl

5. Every person may freely speak, write, and publish his sentiments




