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12. Each house shall judge cf the qualifications of its members.
Contested elections shall be determined by a committee to be selected,
formed and regulated in such manner as shall be directed by law. A
majority of euch house shall constitute a quorum to do business; but a
smaller number may adjourn from day to day, and may be authorized
by law to compel the attendance of absent members, in such manner
and under such penalties as may be provided.

13. Each house may determine the rules of its proceedings, punish its
members for disorderly behaviour, and with the concurrence of two-
thirds, expel a member, but not a second time for the same cause; and
shall have all other powers necessary for a branch of the legislature of a
free state.

14. The legislature shall not have power to enact laws annulling the
contract of marriage in any case wheére, by law, the courts of this com-
monwealth are, or hereafter may be, empowered to decree a divorce.

15. Each house shall keep a journal of its proceedings, and publish
them weekly, except such parts as may require secrecy: and the yeas
and nays of the miembers on any question shall, at the desire of any two
of tliem, be entered on the Jjournals, - .

16 The doors of each house and of committees of the whole shall be
open, unless when the business shall be such as ought to be kept secret.

17. Neither house shall, without the cohsent of the other, adjourn for
more than three days, nor to any other place than that in which the two
houses shall be sitting.

18. The senators and representatives shall receive a compensation for
their services to be ascertained by law, and paid out of the treasury of
the commonwealth, They shall in all cases, except treason, felony, and
breach or surety of the peace, be privileged from arrest during their at-
tendance at the session of their respective houses, and in going to and
returning from the same.  And for any speech or debate in eithor house,
they shall not be questioned in any other place.

19. No senator or representative shall, during the time for which he
shall have been elected, be appointed to any civil office under this com.
monwealth which shall have been created, or the emoluments of which
shall have been increased during such time ; and no member of congress
or other person holding any office, (except of attorney at law and in the
militia) under the United States or this commonwealth, shall be a mem-
ber of either house during his continuance in congress or in office.

20. When vacancies happen in either house, the speaker shall issue
writs of election to fill such vacancies.

21. All bills for raising revenue shall originate in the house of repre-
sentatives, but the senate may propose amendments as in other bills.

22. No motey shall be drawn from the treasury but in consequence
of appropriations made by law. L

23. Every bill which shall have passed both houses shall be presented
to the governor. If he approve, he shall sign it, but if he shall not ap-
prove, he shall return it with his objections to the house in which it shall
have originated, who shall enter the objections at large upon their jour
nals, and proceed lo reconsider it. If, after such reconsideration, two.
thirds of that house shall agree to pass the bill, it shall be sent with the
objections to the other house, by which likewise it shall be reconsidered,
and if approved by two-thirds of that house, it shall be a law. But in
such eases the votes of both houses E{l;&“ be determined by yeas and nays,
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