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tion, temperance, frugality, and virtue, and by a frequent recurrence
to fundamental principles.

16. That religion, or the duty which we owe to our Creator, and
the manner of discharging it, can be directed only by reason and
conviction, not by force or violence; and therefore all men are
equally entitled to the free exercise of religion, according to the
dictates of conscience ; and that it is the mutual duty of all to prac-
tise Christian forbearance, love, and charity towards each other,

CONSTITUTION.

‘WaEREAS, the delegates and representatives of the good people of
Virginia, in convention assembled, on the twenty-ninth day of June,
in the year of our Lord one thousand seven hundred and seventy-
six: reciting and declaring, that whereas George the Third, king
of Great Britain and Ireland and elector of Hanover, before that
time intrusted with the exercise of the kingly office in the govern-
ment of Virginia, had endeavoured to pervert the same into a detest-
able and insupportable tyranny, by putting his negative on laws the
most wholesome and necessary for the public good ; by denying his
governors permission to pass laws of immediate and pressing im-
portance, unless suspended in their operation for his assent, and
when so suspended neglecting to attend to them for many years; by
refusing to pass certain other laws, unless the persons to be benefited
by them would relinquish the inestimable right of representation in
the legislature ; by dissolving legislative assemblies repeatedly and
continually, for opposing with manly firmness his invasions of the
rights of the people; when dissolved, by refusing to call others for
o long space of time, thereby leaving the political system without
any legislative head ; by endeavouring to prevent the population of
our country, and for that purpose obstructing the laws for the natu-
ralization of foreigners; by keeping among us, in time of peace,
standing armies and ships of war; by affecting to render the military
independent of and superior to the civil power; by combining with
others to subject us to a foreign jurisdiction, giving his assent to
their pretended acts of legislation, for quartering large bodies of
armed troops among us, for cutting off our trade with all parts of
the world, for imposing taxes on us without our consent, for depriv-
ing us of the benefits of the trial by jury, for transporting us beyond
seas to be tried for pretended offences, for suspending our own legis-
latures and declaring themselves invested with power to legislate for
us in all cases whatsoever; by plundering our seas, ravaging our
coasts, burning our towns, and destroying the lives of our people;
by inciting insurrections of our fellow subjects with the allurements
of forfeiture and confiscation; by prompting our megroes to rise in
arms among us, those very negroes, whom by an inhuman use of
his negative he had refused us permission to exclude by law; by
endeavouring to bring on the inhabitants of our frontiers the merciless
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