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general assembly at its first regular session thereafter; but in case it
is ascertained that a majority of all the votes cast is not in favour
of either of the principles of representation referred as aforesaid to
the choice of the voters, it shall be the duty of the governor, as soon
as may be after ascertaining that fact, in like manner to cause the
voters to decide between the two principles of representation which
shall, at such previous voting, have received the greatest number of
votes; and he shall ascertain and make proclamation of the result
of the said last vote, and communicate the same to the general as-
sembly at its next regular session; and in either case the general
assembly, at the regular session thereof which shall be held next
after the taking of the vote, the result of which shall have heen
8o communicat®l to it by the governor, shall re-apportion repre-
sentation in the two houses respectively in accordance with the
principle of representation in each, for which a majority of the
votes cast were given; and it shall be the duty of the general as-
sembly in every tenth year thereafter to reapportion and distribute
the number of senators and delegates in accordance with the same
prineiple.

7. Any person may be elected senator, who, at the time of elec-
tion, has attained the age of twenty-five years, and is actually a
resident within the district, and qualified to vote for members of the
general assembly, according to this constitution. And any person
may be elected a member of the house of the delegates, who, at the
time of election, has attained the age of twenty-one years, and is
actually a resident within the county, city, town, or election district,
qualified to vote for members of the general assembly, according
to this constitution; but no person holding a lucrative office, no
minister of the gospel or priest of any religious denomination, no
salaried officer of any banking corporation or company, and no
attorney for the commonwealth, shall be capable of being elected a
member of either house of assembly. The removal of any person
elected to either branch of the general assembly from the county,
city, town, or district for which he was elected, shall vacate his
office.

8. The general assembly shall meet once in every two years, and
not oftener, unless convened by the governor in the manner pre-
scribed in this constitution. No session of the general assembly,
after the first under this constitution, shall continue longer than
ninety days, without the concurrence of three-fifths of the members
elected to each house, in which case, the session may be extended
for a further period, not exceeding thirty days. Neither house,
during the session of the general assembly, shall, without the con-
sent of the other, adjourn for more than three days, nor to any other
place than that in which the two houses shall be sitting. A majority
of each house shall constitute a quorum to do business, but a smaller
pumber may adjourn from day to day, and shall be authorized to
compel the attend of absent bers in such manner and under
such penalties as each house may provide.

9. The house of delegates shall choose its own speaker, and in
the absence of the lieutenant-governor, or when he shall exercise




