252 CONSTITUTION OF

27. Each county shall be laid off into districts, as nearly equal as
may be in territory and population. In each district there shall be
elected by the voters thereof, four justices of the peace, who shall
-be isgipned by the go , reside in their respective districts,
‘and hold their office for the term of four years. The justices so
.elected shall choose one of their own bedy, who.shall be the presid-
ing justice of the county court, and whose duty it shall be to attend
each term of said court. The other justi shall be classified by
Jaw for the performance of their duties in court.

28. The justices shall receive for their services im court, & per
diem compensation, to be ascertained by law, and paid out of the
county treasury; and shall not receive any fee or emolument for
other judicial seryices. .

29. The power and jurisdiction of justices of the peace within
their respective counties shall be preseribed by law.

COUNTY OFFICERS.

0. The voters of each county shall elect a clerk of the county
court, a surveyor, an att y for the realth, a sheriff, and
so many commissioners of the revenue as may be authorized by law,
who shall hold their respective offices as follows: The clerk, and
the surveyor, for the term of six years; the attorney, for the term
of four years; the sheriff, and the commissioners, for the term of
two years. Constables, and overseers of the poor, shall be elected
by the voters, as may be preseribed by law.

81. The officers mentioned in the preceding section, except the
attorneys, shall reside in the counties or districts for which they
were respectively elected. No person elect d for two ive
terms to the office of sheriff, shall be re-eligible to the same office
for the next succeeding term ; nor shall he, during his term of ser-
vice, or within one year thereafter, be eligible to any political office.

82. The justices-of the peace, sheriffs, attorneys for the common-
wealth, clerks of the circuit and county courts, and all other county
officers, shall be subject to indictment for malf isf
or neglect of official duty, and upon conviction thereof, their offices
shall become vacant.

. CORPORATION COURTS AND OFFICERS.

83. The general assembly may vest such jurisdietion as shall be
deemed necessary in corporation courts, and in the magistrates who
may belong to the corporate body.

34. Al officers appertaining to the cities and other municipal
ecorporations, shall be elected by the qualified voters, or appointed
by the constituted authorities of such cities or corporations, as may
be prescribed by law.

Done in conyention, in the city of Richmond, on the first day of
Anugust, in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and
fifty-one, and in the seventy-sixth year of the commonwealth of
Virginia.

JOHN Y. MASON, President of the Convention.

8. D. WarrreE, Seeretary of the Convention.




