64 CONSTITUTION OF

and of the public teachers aforesaid, shall, if he require it, be uniformly
applied to the support of the public teacher or teachers of his own re-
ligious sect or denomination, provided there be any on whose instruction
he attends ; otherwise it may be paid towards the support of the teacher
or teachers of the parish or precinct in which the said moneys are
raised.

And every denomination of Christians, demeaning themselves peace:
ably, and as good subj of the ¢ wealth, shall be equally unde
the protection of the law ; and no subordination of any one seot or denomi
nation to another shall ever be established by law.

4. The people of this commonwealth have the sole and exclusive
right of governing themselves, as a free, sovereign, and independent
state : and do, and for ever hereafter shall, exercise and enjoy every power,
jurisdiction, and, right, which is not, or may not hereafter be by them
expressly delegated to the United States of America, in congress
assembled.

5. All power residing originally in the people, and being derived from
them, the several magistrates and officers of government vested with au-
thority, whether legislative, executive, or judicial, are their substitutes
and agents, and are at all times accountable to them.

6. No man, or corporation, or association of men, have any other title
to obtain advantages, or particular and exclusive privileges, distinet from
those of the community, than what arises from the consideration of ser-
vices rendered to the public. And this title being, in nature, neither
hereditary nor transmissible to children or descendants, or relations of
blood, the idea of a man born a magistrate, lawgiver, or judge, is absurd
and unnatural.

7. Government is instituted for the common good : for the protec-
tion, safety, prosperity and happiness of the people : and not for the
profit, honour, or private interests of any one man, family, or class
of men. Therefore the people alone have an incontestable, unalien-
able, and indefeasible right to institute government, and to reform,
alter, or totally change the same, when their protection, safety, pros-
perity and happiness require it.

8. In order to prevent those who are vested with authority, from
becoming oppressors, the people have a right, at such periods and in
such manner as they shall establish by their frame of government, to
cause their public officers to return to private life; and to fill up
vacant places by certain and regular elections and appointments.

9. All elections ought to be free : and all the inhabitants of this com-
monwealth, having such qualifications as they shall establish by their
frame of government, have an equal right to elect officers, and to be
elected for public employments.

10. Each individual of the society has a right to be protected by it m
the enjoyment of his life, liberty, and property, according to standing
laws. He is obliged, consequently, to contribute his share to the ex-
pense of this protection ; to give {is personal service, or an equivalent.
when necessary. But no part of the property of any individual, can,
with justice, be taken from him, or applied to public uses without his
own consent, or that of the representative body of the people. In fine,
the people of this commonwealth are not: controllable by any other laws
than those to which their constitutional representative body have given




