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6. The senate shall have power to adjourn themselves, provided such
adjournments do not exceed two days at a time.

7. The senate shall choose its own president, appoint its own officers,
and determine its own rules of proceedings.

8. The senate shall be a court with full authority to hear and deter
mine all impeachments made by the house of representatives, against any
officer or officers of the commonwealth, for misconduct, and maladminis
tration in their offices. But, previous to the trial of every impeach-
ment, the members of the senate shall respectively, be sworn, truly and
impartially to try and determine the charge in question, according to evi-
dence. Their judgment, however, shall not extend further than to Te-
moval from office, and disqualification to hold or enjoy any place of hon-
our, trust, or profit, under this commonwealth : but the party so convict-
ed shall be, nevertheless, liable to indictment, trial, judgment, and
punishment, according to the laws of the land.

9. Not less than sixteen members of the senate shall coustitute a
quorum for doing business. :

CHAPTER I—skcTIoN 3.
The House of Representatives.

Article 1. There shall be in the legislature of this commmonwealth,
a representation of the people, annually elected, and founded upon the
principle of equality. .

2. And in order to provide for a representation of the citizens of this
commonwealth, founded on the- principles of equality, every corporate
town, containing one hundred and fifty ratable polls may elect one re-
presentative; every corporate town containing three hundred and seventy-
five ratable polls may elect two representatives : every corporate WL
containing six hundred ratable polls, may elect three representatives
and proceeding in that manner, making two hundred and twenty-five
ratable polls the mean increasing number for every additional represen-
tative :

. Provided, nevertheless, that each town now incorporated, not having
one hundred and fifty ratable polls, may elect one representative. But
no place shall hereafter be incorporated with the privilege of electing a
representative, unless there are, within the same, one hundred and fifty
ratable polls.

And the house of representatives shall have power, from time to time,
to impose fines upon such towns as shall neglect to choose and return
members to the same, agreeably to this constitution.

The expenses of travelling to _the general - assembly, and returning
home, once in every session, and no more, shall be paid by the govern-
ment, out of the public treasury, to every member who shall attend as
seasonably as he can, in the judgment of the house, and does not depart
without leave.

3. Every member of the house of representatives shall be chosen by
written votes ; and for one year at least next preceding his election shall
have been an inhabitant of, and have been seized in his own right of a
freehold of the value of one hundred pounds within the town he shall be
chosen to represent, or any ratable estate, to the value of two hundred
pounds; and he shall cease to represent the said town immediately on his
¢ asing to be qualified as aforesaid.



