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people of Massachusetts Bay in New England, and all other officers of
the said government and people, at the time this constitution shall take
effect, shall have, hold, use, exercise, and enjoy, all the powers and
authority to them granted or committed, until other persons shall be
appointed in their stead; and all courts of law shall proceed in the
execution of the business of their respective departments: and all
the executive and legislative officers, bodies, and powers, shall con-
tinue in full force in the enjoyment and exercise of all their trusts,
employments, and authority, until thegeneral court, and the supreme
and executive officers, under this constitution, are designated and
invested with their respective trusts, powers, and authority.

10. In order the more effectually to adhere to the prineiples of the
constitution,and to correct those violations which by any means may be
made therein, as well as to form such alterations as from experience
shall be found necessary, the general court which shall be in the year
of our Lord one thousand seven hundred and ninety-five, shall issue
precepts to the selectmen of the several towns, and to the assessors
of the unincorporated plantations, directing them to convene the
qualified voters of their respective towns and plantations, for the
purpose of collecting their sentiments on the necessity or expediency
of revising the constitution, in order to amendments.

And if it shall appear, by the returns made, that two-thirds of the
qualified voters throughout the state, who shall assemble and vote in
consequence of the said precepts, are in favour of such revision or
amendment, the general court shall issue precepts, or direct them to
be issued from the secretary’s office, to the several towns, to elect
delegates to meet in convention, for the purpose aforesaid.

The said delegates to be chosen in the same manner and propor-
Hon, as their representatives insthe second branch of the legislature
are by this constitution to be chosen.

11. This form of government shall be enrolled on parchment, and de-
posited in the secretary’s office, and be a part of the laws of the land :
and printed copies thereof shall be prefixed to the baok containing the
laws of this commonwealth, in all future editions of the said laws.

JAMES BOWDOIN, President.

Attest, SAMUEL BARRET, Secretary.

-
AMENDMENTS.

ArticLe 1. If any bill or resolve shall be objected to, and not ap-
proved of by the governor; and if the general court shall adjourn
within five days after the same shall have laid before the governor
for his approbation, and thereby prevent his returning it, with his
objections, as provided by the constitution ; such bill or resolve shall
not become a law, nor have force as such.

Art. 2. The general court shall have full power and authority to
erect or constitute municipal or city governments in any corporate
town or towns, in this commonwealth, and to grant to the inhabitants
thereof such powers, privileges, and immunities, not repugnant to
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