INTRODUCTION

T is only by infrequent contributions that there is being

formedabodyof writing on that phaseof American liter-

ary history which has to do with the history of printing
in the original colonies. For generations in Englandand
in continental Europe the investigation of typographi-
cal origins has been a field of research in which scholars
have taken a particular delight, but although Isaiah Thomas wrote his
“History of Printing in America” more than a hundred years ago, and
although in general American bibliography, Sabin and Charles Evans
have compiled notable works which should have given impetus to this study
in the United States, yet it remains true that intenstve investigations of the
printing history of the individual colonies, or of the issue of their presses,
have been undertaken with noticeable reluctance. When there have been
mentioned the works of Hildeburn for Pennsylvania and New York, of
Roden and Littlefield for early Massachusetts,of Weeks for North Caro-
lina, of Clayton-Torrence for Virginia, and of The Fohn Carter Brown
Library for Rhode Island, the tale has been completed.

The typographical history of Maryland,the fourth of the English colo-
nies in which the art was established, had never been made the subject of an
especial study until the present work was undertaken. One whose interest
lay in that subject had for authority only the general history of Isaiah
Thomas, which, in its section devoted to Maryland, added inaccuracy of
statement to an inevitable poverty of detail. Writing before the provincial
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