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PRET A CHLH

THE writing of the History of Baltimore City and County has been rather a “labor of
love” than a source of profit to the author. It was undertaken at the request of Maj. Louis H.
Everts, the enterprising publisher, and from a desire to preserve historical facts connected with
Baltimore which came into the possession of the author in the course of long-continued investi-
gations, In the preparation of the work no authority of importance has been overlooked; the
author has carefully examined every source of information open to him, and has availed himself
of every fact that could throw new light upon, or impart additional interest to, the subject under
consideration. Besides consulting the most reliable records and authorities, over two thousand
five hundred communications were addressed to persons supposed to be in possession of facts or
information calculated to add value to the work. Recourse has not only been had to the valu-
able libraries of, Baltimore, but the author and 'his agents have visited personally the entire
county, spending much time in each district, examining ancient newspapers and musty manu-
scripts, conversing with the aged inhabitants, and collecting from them orally many ‘interest-
ing facts never before published, and which otherwise, in all probability, would scon have
been losi altogether. In addition to the material partly used in the preparation of his
% Chronicles of Baltimore” and “ History of Maryland,” the author has consulted over five
thousand pamphlets, consisting of town and city documents, reports of societies, corporations,
associations, and historical discourses, and, in short, everything of a fugitive character that might -
in any way illustrate the History of Baltimore City and County. From these and a large col-
lection of newspapers (more particularly a complete file of the Baltimore Sun which was kindly
loaned by the proprietors, Messrs. A. S. Abell & Co.) great assistance has been derived. The
file of the American was mainly used by the author in the preparation of his “ Chronicles of
Baltimore.”

Such material only has been retained as upon careful consideration and the closest scrutiny
has been found weighty and significant. At the same time it has been attempted to embody the
facts thus collected in a form as free as possible from the dryness of chronological recital. As
a rule, the original spelling of the names of both persons and places has been given, and in some
instances both the present and former modes are given.

With the aid of Prof. Philip R. Uhlef, the topography and geology as well as the geog-
raphy of the county have received the attention which their importance demands. Manufac-
turing, commercial, and agricultural interests have also a prominent place. The statistical
information embodied in the work is designed to connect the history of the past with the
present state of the trade and commerce of the city, and to present the features of the two

periods in striking contrast; and although to some minds these details may seem out of place in
v
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a historical work, yet it should be remembered that the statistics of to-day may become the his-
tory of ten years hence. Many of the facts recorded, both statistical and historical, may seem
trivial or tediously minute to the general reader, and yet such facts have a local interest and
sometimes a real importance.

Sketches of the rise, progress, and present condition of the various religious denominations,
profeﬂsions,' political parties, and charitable and. benevolent institutions form a conspicuous
feature of the work. An account of the public schoo! system is also given, and a history of the
various institutions of learning for which Baltimore is so justly famed.

An honest effort has been made to do justice to both sections in the relation of such events
of the civil war as came ‘within the proper scope of a purely local history. The author has
made no attempt to obtrude his own political views upon-v the reader, and has constantly kept in
mind the purpose that has guided his labors,—to present a work free from sectional or partisan
bias which shall be acceptable to the general public.

Considerable space has been given to biographies of leading and representative men, living
and dead, who have borne an active part in the various enterprises of life, and who have become
closely identified with the history of the city and county. The achievements of the living must
“not_be forgotten, nor must the memories of those who have passed away be allowed to perish.
It is the imperative duty of the historian to chronicle the public and private efforts to advance
the great interests of society. Their deeds are to be recorded for the benefit of those who follow
them,—they, in fact, form part of the history of their communities, and their successful lives
add to the glory of the commonwealth.

A distinguishing characteristic of the work is its sketches of the thirteen districts into
which the county is divided. In them the reader is brought into close relation with every part
of the county. The advaniage of this method of treatment is obvious, embracing, as it does,
narratives of early settlements, descriptions of interesting localities, and personal reminiscences.
An idea may be formed of the time and labor required in the preparation of the book; when we
call attention to the fact that the chapter on  Necrology” alone contains nearly three thousand
brief biographical sketches of prominent citizens who have passed away during the last century.

"The maps, views, and portraits are a prominent accompaniment, and add interest ‘and
attractiveness to the subjects which they are designed to illustrate and explain.’
' Our acknowledgments are due to many friends not only for a kindly interest shown in our
labors, but for much valuable information furnished in many cases without solicitation.

In presenting the History of Baltimore City and County to the public the author feels
conscious that he sends it forth with many imperfections on its head. In the preparation of a
work of this character many minor inaccuracies and errors are almost unavoidable, the exisience
of which it is impossible to discover until the book has been exposed to the light of general
criticism. It may not be considered presnmptuous, however, to express the hope that its general
conception and execution will be satisfactory to the community for which it has been written,
and that it will prove useful and interesting to all classes of readers.

| J. THOMAS SCHARF.

BavriMorE, Nov. 8, 1881.
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TO

ROBERT GARRETT, Esq,
THIS VOLUME,

WHICH TREATS OF THE HISTORY OF THE BALTIMORE WE BOTH LOVE 80 WELL, AND THE OITY
YOU AND YOUR FAMILY HAVE DONE 80 MUCH TO ENRICH AND EMBELLISH, IN TOKEN
OF WELL-TRIED, LIFE-LONG FRIENDSHIP AND EVER-GROWING ESTEEM AND
ADMIRATION, 18 AFFECTIONATELY AND RESPECTFULLY DEDICATED BY

THE AUTHOR.
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HISTORY

OF

BALTIMORE CITY AND COUNTY,

MARYLAND.

CHAPTER I
TOPOGRAPHY.

BALTIMORE CoUNTY forms an important part of
the great continental belt of country known as the
Atlantic slope of North America. Situated in the
‘northern part of the State of Maryland, it is the most
central of the counties which extend from east to west
along the Pennsylvania boundary. It has an area of
seven hundred and eighteen square miles, and presents
somewhat the form of a broad curved wedge with the
tip cut square off at the north, and with the curved
base on the south indented by tidal estuaries. Its
length is about thirty-five miles from north to south,
by nearly eleven miles and a half in width along the
northern border, expanding to a breadth of twenty-
eight miles between the estuary of the Gunpowder
River on the east and the Patapsco River on the west.
The last named and the Little Gunpowder form its
chief boundaries on the west and east. Two of the
great areas of rain precipitation being included within
its limits, together with the mildntss of the climate,
give it almost unsurpassed advantages for sustaining
a healthy and flourishing population. Supplied by
nature with an abundance of water and wood, with
soils easily cultivated, and capable of yielding ample
harvests of all the cereals, vegetables, and all the best
fruits of temperate climates, it rests only with the in-
habitants to advance their own interests by adjusting
themselves to the surrounding physical conditions.
Structurally, it possesses the most important elements
which give strength, variety, and character to the
Atlantic region. The contours of surface are chiefly
brought into prominence by the underlying reliefs of
hard rocks and of the solid materials derived from

may be divided into an upland region, a midland
basin, and a lowland border.

1 Contributed by Prof. Philip R. Uhler, president of the Maryland
Academy of Sciences.
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Uplands.—The uplands embrace all that part of
the country reaching from Western Run, about one
mile north of Cockeysville, to the Pennsylvania State
line. High mountains are no longer included within
these limits, for the peaked and craggy summits of
long-past ages have been softened into the blunt
domes and gentler ridges of a more quiet period. In
their stead are ranges of high hills traversing the
county diagonally, and passing out of it at a point
southwest of Reisterstown. North of Parkton these
hills are lifted to an altitude of more than eight hun-
dred feet above the level of the sea. Most of them
are broad on top, sloping gradually towards the south
and east, and give rise to groups of lower domes along
their flanks, which terminate usually at the forks of
the streams. In the very midst of these lower hills
an abrupt ridge of dark fissured rocks occasionally
rises, where a rapid stream has cut a deep ravine in
its downward flow. The soft micaceous soils of the
rolling uplands are covered by farms richly cultivated,
and yield abundant crops of wheat and corn. On the
ridges are still extensive tracts of second-growth
forests of oak, hickory, chestnut, and maple, sup-
plying rails for fences, cross-ties for the railroads, and
logs for houses, as well as wood for fuel. This sup-
ply is, however, rapidly decreasing, and the time is
near when it will be no longer possible to obtain trees
for most of these purposes. In rocky places, where
a deep vegetable mould has accumulated, bodies of
slender young walnut growth may still be seen, but
nearly all that of larger dimensions has long since
disappeared. Along these rich bottoms and between
theridges near the streams the Kalmia, or calico-bush,
grows in vast thickets, These with the ferns and

! lichens clothe the blackish-gray rocks, and decorate
them. For convenience, the surface of the county :

every quiet nook. Little cascades and rapids appear

in all the broader rivulets, and a highly varied under-

growth shades the little pools in which until recently

the speckled trout found its favorite abode. These

waters are still clear, and do good service in furnish-
. 13






