3752 JOINT RESOLUTIONS

FOR the purpose of requesting all-ecuaty—and-ecity-police
departaents the Maryland State Police to keep

records, containing certain specific infcrmation, of
certain complaints of domestic assault.

WHEREAS, Evidence indicates that physical vioclence
inflicted by people against their spcuses er—putative
SpOUSes is prevalent in all levels cf society; and

WHEREAS, Not only are these intersgousal assaults
physically injurious to the victim kut the reliance on
violence as a wmeans c¢f resolving domestic disputes
neither produces marital harmony nor Frcmotes an
erotional atmosphere conducive tc healthy childhood
development; and

WHEREAS, A major okstacle in reducing the use of
physical violence as a means of resclving domestic
disputes is the lack of data concerning its incidence and
its cause; and

WHEREAS, Collection of data ard an understanding of
the nature of domestic violence is a prerequisite to any
informed solution to the problem; ncw, therefore, be it

RESOLVED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF MARYLAND, That
‘the Maryland State Policey,-theBaltimere-City Pelice,—and
atl-—coeunty—and—city—poelice—departsente—in-the-state—of
#Baeyiand be reguested to keep reccrds of all simple
assault complaints and all aggravated assault cceplaints,
to identify the cases arising Letween spouses living
together, or estranged spouses, er—putative-speuses, and
the sex of the alleged cffender and victim, and tc show
whether the crime was cleared by a charge and/or arrest,
by the cosplainant failing tc oktain a warrant, or by
some other solution; and ke it further

RESGLVEDy—-Thabt—in——thie-—Recelutiony———the——teEn
dpatative——spousesi—aeané—a——R3R—ahd-—wehah——counonly
aceepted—as—husband—and—wife,—although—net—legally
#aEpied4—and-be—it—fusrther

RESOLVED, That the Maryland State Police,-Baltimese
City-—Poeliee,—and—all—ef—the——coudty —and—eity—police
departments—in—tho—State—of-Masyland be reguested to
report back to the—31878-——General--Assesbiy--Session the
General Assenmbly on January 1, 197S a compilation of the
statistics gathered on domestic violence; and ke it
further

RESOLVED, That copies of this Resclution Le sent to
the Superintendent of the Maryland State Folice, the
Superintendent of the Baltimore City Police, and each
superintendent of each and every ccunty and city police



