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Gentlemen of the Senate and House of Delegates : .
«Khes third: section of the, second; article of, the new Consti-
tutiony ddopted September 6th; 1864, and ratified by the, peo-
ple on thie 12th-and, 13th. of October last; provides that ‘¢ the
Gevernor shall.qualify in the manner herein provided, on the
sacond, Wednesday in; January, ensuing hig election, or as soon .
theveafter as. may be .practicable.”” . It further, provides. that,
“ the: (xavwennor ghosen at the fist elegtion mnder; this Consti-
tution;. shall.not enter, upon the discharge, of the duties of his
officé mritil/ the,expiration;iof: the! tenm. for which the; present,
iieumbent, is elected;, unless. the. said. office .shallhecome va-
canti by-death ) resignation, nemoval) from. the, State, or other
disqualifieation: of said incnmbent.’’ -  In aecordance with the |
former bi; these requirements. of (your organie law, I am here
torday. to take-the oath|of office, as, the first oceupant, of the.
Gubennatorial iehair elected, under, your free. Constitution, .., -
“Imithese balls, around swhich cluster so-matiy of the pronds- ;

est/memoriés ofotheé pasty ' we areassembled (to inamgnrate & :
era 1n/ th'e historyof) Maryland. 1t fis vno numeanin o lceres
moény ‘which. brings you'héres [ Theédnstitution of slaveryy so-
long the blight et yout)freesystem, has ceased torexist witliin
your 'borders.” Amnlenfranchised State:+<holdihg: positionin
the centrerof imore than' ene thousdand miles of onur-Atlantic,
coast-~~botindto the great and populons States of the West-
and Notrthwest by gigantic/lines of intercommunication=-the ;
result, .in part; of your:own capital.and enterprise=~claims at:
this tinle, moresthan at any former period; the nnited wisdom |
of her rulers; her legislatorsoarid Her: pedple. To the present.
able 'efficer-at the-head of your Government; s, well-as to his




