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(2) instruct the independent consultant to meet with and to provide
periodic updates to an independent advisory committee comprised of small employers
participating in the small group market, small employers who do not purchase group
health insurance, insurers providing coverage in Maryland in the small group
market, insurers not participating in the small group market in Maryland, health
maintenance organizations, and agents and brokers selling insurance in the small

group market;
&3 (b)) the study shall include:

{1) an analysis of
health—benefit—plon, mcludmg a comparatlve ana]yms of the beneflts of 51m11ar
coverage offered in other states, of the benefits offered under Maryland s
comprehensive standard health benefit plan, excluding benefits additional to the.
standard plan;

benefit-plan
(2) an analysis, including a comparative analysis of the costs of snmlarr

coverage offered in other statesiend, of the affordability of Maryland’s comprehensive
standard .‘health benefit plan, excluding benefits additional to the standard plan;

@i -(3) - an analysis of the ratmg factors used in Maryland’s small
group market, compared with the ratmg factors used in other states for snmlar
markets and

&) (4) . recommendations for. changes to Maryland’s compreheéhsive
standard health bénefit plan or to the rating factors used in Maryland’s small group
market to make coverage under the plan more affordable and accessible to small
businesses and individuals in Maryland, including an analysis of the impact that any

recommendation may have on ‘the scope and quality of the coverage of thée plan; end

{(¢) in making recommendatlons under subsectlon (b){cL) of this sectlon the
independent consultant sha]l conmder the effect of any proposed changes on:

(1) risk seg‘mentatlon in the small group market
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