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?icking up the pieces

Bones become the clues

in search for ancestor

By Michuri Wenixe!
Troning Sex Bult

GLENN DALE — in the small, brick office where
Gabrinl Duvell practiced law, the cluer 2 kis ientity
seern toeager and haunting.

The fong shinkoos finte af & all man The gobi fill
Ing in the molar in the well-preserved skull could indi-
cate wealth. The knob oo an arm booe might mark »
brokes arm. The brass buttons, pieces of grees yeivet
and chanks of mabogany suggest the caxket of & ro-

man

spected

Gabriel Dovall, comptrotler of the United States
and justice of the U.S, Supreme Court, had wesith and
respect. His descendanty bope 1o give Rim a proper
grave.

*We're sot yure how {all & man be was* said David
Duvail, who has organized the searvh for his ancestor.
“But we have other clues that iead us 1o believe thivis
Gabriel Duvall”

David Duvali is president of the Society of Mareen
Duval! Descendants, ibe group thut hes decided to
bury Gabriel Duvail, the great-grandson of Maresn
Duvall, et Gabriel's estate, Maristis,

Construction of Glenn Dale Boulevard recently out

Bee DUVALL, 48, Col. ¢

Duvid Duvall, tofl, snd Richard Muzzrole with tems found  during the sesrch for Duvsi’s sncestor.

off the old family graveyard in an overgrown grove of
trees, from Marieitz, ¥ historic site ear Bowse owned
by the Maryland-National Capital Purk aod Planning
"o

"The mciety has wanted to find Gateiel for more
than 30 vears,” said Duvall "Corstraction of the kighway
clinched it

Bors in 1782, Gadriel Duvall becarme clerk of the
General Court in Annapolis ot age 10, He served as clerk
10 the first session of the Maryland House of Delrgaies.
He Seld rany offices in the state after the Revolutionary
War.

Dexall perend briefly in the U8 Congress before ba-
ing samed fadge of (e Maryland Sepeeme Court 4
ongtime tupporter of Thomas Jettersos, Duvall was
samed comptrolier of the United States in 1802 by Jet-
ferson. James Madison appointed him (o the Supreme
Court in 1812

He rexigned from the pourt in 1535, He spent the st
decade of his life 3t Maristis, where be egjoyed thor-
pughbred horse racing and often rode the dozen miles to
Washingloo on horseback. He died in 1844 st the age of
1.

Sassafran, cherry, walnot and locust trees surround
the Duvall lamily cemetery, calied The Wigwam.
Through the years, farmers have plowed through parts
of it 1o plant tobscco. Vines s0d shrubs obecure the few
gravestoves from the new boulevard that runs fust » few
feet away.

Richard Muzzrols, as archaeclogist hived by the Dy
vall society, began mapping the graveysrd more thaa
two years ago. He has found evidence of af least 33
graves He believas be has fond Qdwiet Duenl's grave
niear where 3 prre ooce stont dythe graves of Duvalls
ok ber-in-mew-E0d wide.

Wlor careful excavation last week, Muxrole w1
HWed David Duvall to roake the imitial probe of the
grave.

*1 wsed & trowel U take off the fina) Iayers of sarth*
B azid. "1 thought § bad discoversd » piece of the casket
but it was & shinbooe”

When the wet clay was scraped away, the skull of &
tnan was sten bebind ¥ crecked glass panel from the lid
of the rasket

"When 1 first looked #¢ the akull, I reacted with awe,”
Dovall asid. “This is & relative of mine who talked to
George Washington. He was friend of Jelferson who ol-
ten vigited #t his home. They were kis colicagues. Jt waz
AR gweacine rxperience to meet up with kin*

Muzzrole sid e dampoess of the clay had aoceler-
sted the dacay of both the mao and the casket In the
graveyard, the archacologist rosasured backwards froee
the shinbone, finding mwre boves, He lster siftsd the
earth for bits of the dody.

Re speead the hones — of grm, log and spine
~— 0a & table in the office whers Gabriel Duvall once
worked &3 & lawyer, He clears the boves a0d waits for
then to dry.

1 am 9% pervent sure thiz it Gabriel” Muorzrole said
"But leave oper that lttle bt of deubt”

Duvall hopes a0 srm bove provides the best cioe to
the identity of the man sxhumed from The Wigwam.

n 1824, Gabriel Dovail broke an xrm o 8 carrisge
scvident on Capitol Hill that was documented in sewspa-
pers of the day. The society bopes a forenic specialist
an examine the arm bones for evidence of # bresl.

*Our only probiem is that we only found the bones
ooe arm,” Dovall sid.

If » positive ideatification is made, Gabeiel Dyvall
will be buried at Marietts in 8 Dew graveyard. The soct-
oty bapes 1o jdentify the remains of # few olber family
members in The Wigwam and move them o Marietta,

“Gabriel had & very sad private life,” Duvail mid

“Two brothers wers killed in the Revolutiooary War, His
first wife died shortly after the birth of his only son. His
son died aimest 15 years before bim. His secoond wife i
8o died before bian. He mever had & proper gravestone
probably because mons of his imoediate family die be-
tore bim.”

“We want to do what is proper. We want to give Ga.
Briel & finting reburial” be said,




