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01528 HANSON, ALEXANDER CONTEE (1749-1806).

1~ BOKN: on October 22, 1749, in Frederick County; eldest

son. NATIVE: probably fourth generation. RESIDED: in
Frederick County; Church Street, Annapolis, Anne Arundel County,

ca. 1778 until death.

2 FATHER: JOHN HANSON, JR. (1721-1783). MOTHER: Jane
(1728-1812), daughter of ALEXANDER CONTEE (ca. 1691-1740).
BROTHERS: John (1753-1760); Samuel (1756-1781); and Peter Contee
(1758-1776). SISTERS: Catherine Contee (1744-?); Jane Contee
(1747-1781), who married Dr. PHILIP THOMAS (1747-1815); Elizabeth
(1751-1753): and Grace (1762-1763).

3 on June U4, 1778, Rebecca Howard (1758-1806).

y SONS: Charles Wallace, associate judge, Sixth Judicial
District; Alexander Contee, Jr. (1786-1819), of Rockville,
Montgomery Céﬁgt:,ilawyery ;Stablished Sﬁd edited thim*Federal
Republican¥, nunsuccessful candidate for Lower House) 1816,

elected as:Federallst toj?hlrteenth and Fourtee?2?&Congress,
1813-1816, elected to U.S. Senate, 1816~ 1819,wga}ried on June 25,
1805, Priscilla Dorsey. DAUGHTER: (first name unknown), who

married Thomas Peabody Grosvenor, of New York.

5 EDUCATION: educated at the College of Philadelphia; later
studied law. RELIGIOUS AFFILIATION: Protestant., SOCIAL STATUS

AND ACTIVITIES: Esq., 1801.

6 OCCUPATIONAL PROFILE: 1lawyer, admitted to the following

courts: Frederick County in March 1773; Provincial Court in

|



April 1773; Charles County by November 1773; Prince George's
County in March 1774. Assistant private secretary to Gen. George
Washington, 1776; officeholder. He compiled the ¥Laws of
Maryland® (Annapolis, 1787), which included acts passed from
November 1763 to 1784; authored numerous political pamphlets, as
well as a compilation of the state's testamentary laws, published

in 1798; officeholder.

7 LEGISLATIVE SERVICE: Convention, Frederick County, 1st,
1774,
8 OTHER STATE OFFICES: clerk of the Senate, elected 1777,

resigned 1778; judge, General Court, 1778-1789; Constitution
Ratification Convention, Annapolis, 1788; chancellor and judge,
Land Office, 1789-1806; presidential elector, 1789, 1792. LOCAL
OFFICES: Committee of Observation, Frederick County, elected
1774 and 1775.

10 STANDS ON PUBLIC/PRIVATE ISSUES: writing under the
pseudonym "Aristides," he was an articulate supporter for the

ratification of the U.S. Constitution.

11 PERSONAL PROPERTY: assessed value £246.13.4, including 2
slaves and 40 oz. plate, Anne Arundel County, 1783. LAND AT
FIRST ELECTION: 364 acres in Frederick County, plus 2 lots in
Annapolis. SIGNIFICANT CHANGES IN LAND BETWEEN FIRST ELECTION
AND DEATH: patented 64 acres and sold at least 109 acres in

Frederick County, and rented 2 lots in Annapolis, 1775-1807.

12 DIED: on January 16, 1806, in Annapolis, of apoplexy.
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PERSONAL PROPERTY: TEV, at least $4,838.72 (including 11 slaves,
55 volumes, plus a 97=volume law library); FB, $3,476.26. LAND:
probably 428 acres in Frederick Countxkplus lots 48 and 49 on

5

Church Street, Annapolis, where he lived.
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Louls Gassaway of Annap.,

6, 1819 ‘ g trustee of John Davidasop'
Fr ViT74-10 4, A. Co, Deeds | & estate to Henry Chapman of

W S

Q

. G, 6:197 _ said city.

$1,052. current money, U, S, .

0

2)

-3)

Sale of 3 pleces of
property. :

An undivided moie{y of a houge and part of a lot in the
City of Annap., conveyed Charles Wallace to the heirs
of John Davidson by \d: dated Sept. 8, 1797 and duly
recorded among the d records of the General Ct. deeds
for the W. shorgy“and those of A, A. Co. Deeds which said
parcel of grourid lying the Market space and Corn Hill
St. was copveéyed by a certain Baker Johnson on Mar. 21,
1771 to CHarles Wallace and~John Davidson.

Lot 39 on the plot of the city of Annap., and conveyed

by the late éégxggdgx_c*_ﬂanagn_gg%i as Chancellor of
Md. by deed bearing date Oct. 15, 96 to the children

and heirs of John Davidson,

Lot 43 éonveyed by Wi iém Woodward to the said John -
Davidson by deed da about Jan. 6, 1770 lying in Annap.,
and so as described om the plot threof.

- ’ LNy
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Orammar, Frederick
/ ”‘V Tt ¥ ’sp

. 1&)7 m{# 13, Pe 579 (AA Cos Deeds)

- Oottel Bramar nentioned as mming "ot and tndldings adjacent to Lot
f BB, fomerIy' occupied by Alexander Contee Hanson, -
M

'n

¢

Lote 4&5’?4?

Dec.22, 1787  A.A. Co. deeds NH#3, p. 341

Stephen West, P.G. Co. to Nathan Waters, Annap. from Sept. 12, 1787, 99 yr.
lease 130 Spanish silver dollars of 17.d wt 6 grains each

parcel of ground with appurtenances

..beginning at the end of 40 ft. from the northwast corner of Charleg
Wallace's Esq. house on Church Strest, wherein the honorable J
at present resides, and running up and with the said street NW 40 Ft to the
ground lately conveyed by the said Stephen West to the said Nathan Waters,
then with the said qround SW to the 1ine of S.E. Strest, then with the

said street SE 90 ft to the NW corner of Charles Wallaces Esq. his lott on
S.E. Strest, then with Charles Wallace Esq.'s line NE until it intersects

o]

10,

the corner of the land conveyed by the said Stephen Waest to the said Nathan Waters
Nov. 11, 1786, at the middle ¢of the said Mr.’ Wallaca s his line then from said
cornsr NW until it intersects a line drawn S 27} W from the present beginning

" then with the said line reversed NE about 58 ft. to the beginning.

Loto #G- 49

Dec. 21, 1787 A.A.Co. Deeds, NH#s, p.336

Stephen West, P.G. Co. to Nathan Waters, Annapolis, gentlemam. 99 yr. lease
commencing June 12, 1787 36 sterling yearly rent.
" beginning at the end of eighty feet from the north corner of Charles

~ MWallace'’s brick house wherein Judge Hanson resides in the line of Church
' "Streat and running with the said street nortth westerly 88 ft. 6" to

Thomas Hyde's line,. thencs with said line and with the southe east end of

.IO) 7

the said Thomas Hyde's house till it intersects the lins of South East Street,

thence with said strest aouth easterly 88 ft. thence with a straight line
to the beginning. .
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" was indeed the common sentiment of his family.

- ‘battles of Independence. Another youthful

of whom Mrs. Hanson survived. Judge Alex-

ander Contee Hanson, one of John Hanson’s
sons was Chancellor of Maryland. He died in
1805. In an obituary notice of Chancellor
Hanson published in the Frederick papers, it
was declared that “were even his faults to be

enerally scanned they would be found rather
n the peculiarity and excess than in the de-
fect of his virtués.” This notice further said.—

“The general knowledge and acute observa-
tion, the variety of reading and the ingenious
eapacity of Mr. Hanson can only be duly estim-
ated by those who were familiarly acquainted
with him. Of his public talents, the eminent
and distinguished trusts he has held and the
arduous service he has performed, may be ad-

health obliged him reluctantly to retire with the
regret of General Washington by whom at a
later date, he was honorably remembered.

*Love of country and devotion to her cause -

A gallant brother, Lieutenant Peter Hanson,
searcely arrived at manhood, fell in the field of
action at Fort Washington, fighting one of the

brother, Doctor Samuel Hanson, was perhaps
equally a martyr to the camp, where in the toil-
some commission of a surgeon in General Wash-
ington’s Guards, he laid the foundation of a
decline that soon proved fatal after his return
home, and his father, the late venerable John
Hanson, who died in 1783, served conspicuously
in the councils of the nation and was one of
the Presidents of the old Revolutionary Con-

gress.

“The aged and widowed mother .of Mr. Han-
son, still living in Frederick, has now to mourn
over the last of nine children who have sunk be-
fore her into the grave.

“The relics of his affection and objects of
his ‘dearest solicitude, a disconsolate wife and
three children, are bereft by this sad destiny,
to them grievous and calamitous beyond meas-
ure. Humane, liberal and indulgent to all
around him, devoted as he had so long been to
public duties, and ‘like Aristides just,” we fear,
with the usual lot of the public officers, he had
little else to transmit but the estimation of his
name, the remembrance of his goodness, the
benefit of his instruction and the example of
his worth.”

mitted as a sufficient testimony. Elevated to a

he had but just entered at the bar, he was pro-
moted from the general court bench of this

high judicial seat at a time of life when as yet

State, after long experience, to the office of
Chancellor which he administered for the last

fifteen or sixteen years.
“His collection of the laws in 1784 and

compilation of the testamentary system in 1798,
both instituted under the direction of & legisla-

tive Resolve, and that latter work prepared with
uncommon dispatch, are further records of the

and wisdom by the authorities of his native

continued confidence reposed. in his dilligence T

State. In the first convention, too, which ae-
sembled in Maryland during the Revolutiom,

Mr. Hanson was a member, and he was ales a
-member of the State Convention met to ratify
the federal constitution; being afterwards eme
of the first electors of president and vice presi-
dent voted for under that Constitution. A
period during the war he lived as a secretary,
in the family of our immortal chief, until ill
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In Pursuit of Profit

Table 4-2 “An Estimate of the Annual

expences of a family in Annapolis, consisting of ten

persons (half of whom are servants) keeping two horses and one milch cow”

House rent

Pork, 1600 tb @37/6

Beef & other butcher meat, 1200 1b @6d

Poultry, fish, fruit, vegetables

Tea, coflee, sal¢, spice, etc.

Loaf sugar, 180 1b @1/2

Brown sugar, 150 1b @8d

Supertine flour, 10 bbls @40/~

Indian corn, 20 bbls @15/-

Oats, 180 bus @3/-

Hay, 2 tons @£6

Firewood, 50 cords @20/-
including carting, cording, etc.

Candles, 140 b @154

Spirits to represent table liquors, every kind,
30 gallons @6/8

Wine of every kind, 50 gallons @12/~

Butter, 150 1b @15d

Hire and cloathing of 5 servants

Medicines, physicians, etc.

Cloathing of family, 5 persons to appear decently, no less than

Expence of attending twice a year on the Eastern Shore

No allowance for casualties or for what is called Pocket Money

Total

£ 75.00.0
30.00.0
30.00.0
30.00.0
25.00.0
10.10.0

5.00.0
20.00.0
15.00.0
27.00.0
12.00.0

50.00.0
8.15.0

10.00.0
$0.00.0
9.07.6
60.00.0
15.00.0
120.00.0
37.07.6

c. 80.00.0

£700.00.0

Source: Maryland fournal and Baltimore Advertiser, April 6, 1787.
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HANSON, Alexander Contee 1749-1806

Provincial Court April 1773
(P.C. Judgments, D.D. No.l9, £.10)

Charles County by November 1773
(Ch.C. Court Record, W. No.3)

Frederick County March 1773
(F.C. Court Minutes, 17731775, £.13)

Prince George's County March 1774
(P.G. Court Record, D.D. No.l, f.253).

Born in Maryland in 1749.%

Lived in Charles County initially but then went to Frederick
County with his family before moving to Annapolis sometime
after I773,

Eldest son of John Hanson (1721-1783) of Charles and Frederick
éounties-both of which he represented in the Assembly. In
1780, he was elected a delegate to the Continental Congress
and became its President in 1781.  Alexander was the

second cousin of Robert Hanson HARRISON (see under for details).
Educated at the College of Philadelphisa.

Hed 97 law titles worth $120.00 in inventory; non-law books

worth 545.00.2
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%
Married in June 1778, Rebecca Howard of Annapolis

Children: Their second son, Alexander
Contee was the noted Federalist editor.

Member, Frederick County, Annapolis Conventions, 1774-1776,
)

 1st session. In 1787, debated with William PACA (see under

for details), arguing that voters could not instruct their
delegﬁtes between election#. Defended the Federal Constitution
of 1787>in his Remarks on the Proposed Plan of ﬁ Federal
Gove#gment(1788). | s

1788 * Member, Ratifying Convention |

1789, 1792 Presidential Elector.3

Lawyer. ~
1776 - Assistant private secretary to George Washington
1778-1781 Judge, General Court of Maryland
1789-1806 Chancellor of eryland.
Dollars
© 3597.34 Inventories
1362.46% A Account
2234.87% Balance
4

Owned 11 slaves.




L.

M.

1,

3.

4.

138

‘Extensive landholdings in Annapolis and Frederick County

where he had patented over 400 acres between 1772 and 1775.5

Published his compilation of the Laws of Maryland in 1787

Died of apoplexy in Annapolis in 1806,

Unless otherwise cited, all information is from Dictionary of
erican Biography, 22 vols. (New York: Charles Scribner's

Sons, 1929-1958§ and BEffie G. Bowie, Acrosa the Years in

Prince George's County (Richmond , Virginia: Garrett and Massie,

A.A. Testamentary Papers, Box 74, folder 18 (1806).

Papenfuse et.al., Directory, 39; Melvin Yazawa ed., Representative
Government and the Revolution (Baltimore, Maryland: The Johns
Hopkins Press, 1975); Philip A. Crowl, Meryland Durine and

After the Revolution (Baltimore, Maryland: The Johns Hopkins

Press, 19435, 14, 107, 122-123, 130, 140, 149, 165.

A.A. Testamentary Papers, Box 74, folder 18.(1806); ibid.,
Box 96, folder 58 (1809). .

Patents, B.C. & G.S. No.44, ff.378, 382; ibid., B.C. & G.S.
No.46, f£f.48, 311; ibid., B.C. & G.5. No.49, ff.50, 234; jibid.,
B.C. & G.S. No.50, ff.228, 229.




