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578 CLASS OF 1766

by any one, by my father 1 am sure it cannot. It is necdless to tell
that my prayers are for the happiness of the family and for its
preservation in this general confusion. Should Providence in its
wisdom call me [rom rendering the little assistance 1 might to my
country, I could wish my brother did not continue in the service

of her enemies.”

Along with General Montgomery, MacPherson was killed a few
hours later. Belore news of his death had reached Philadelphia Con-
gress, on Philip Schuyler’s reccommendation, promoted him to the rank
of major. One of MacPherson’s last wishes was fulfilled. His brother
William eventually resigned from the British army. On January 1, 1759,
the Supreme Executive Councik of Pennsylvania recommended and
Congress approved William's appointment as major in the American
army, “in regard to the memory of his brother Major John MacPher-
son, who fell before the walls of Quebec, as well as in consideration of
his own merit.”

Sovrces: Parentage, father, Mt. Pleasant, and Dec. g0, 1775 letter: T. W. Glenn,
Some Colonial Mansions (1900), 445-83: H. D. Eberlein and H. M. Lippincott, Co-
lonial Homes of Philadelphia (1912), 113-17; grammar school, L. Martin quotation:
AMHAM, 50 (1955). t54; commencement: N.Y. Gaz., Oct. 2, 1766; letters from Pater-
son: Mss, NjP; letters to Paterson: copics at NjP; some originals, PHi; some printed
in PMHB, 23 (1899). 51-50: New Castle practice: W. T, Read, Life and Correspon-
dence of George Read . (1870), 140; Schuyler and Dec. 6, 1775 letter: B. J. Lossing,
Life and Times of Philip Schuyler (1883), 1, 345, 487, 498; scveral accts. of death:
K. Roberts, March to Quebec (1938); brother’s appointment: PMHB, 5 (1881). 8g-
go. In 1903 Paterson’s letters to MacPherson were published by W. Jay Mills in a
bowdlerized and inaccurate cdition called Glimnpses of Colonial Society and the

Life at Princeton College 1766-1773. For the reliability of this volume, sce: R. &
Haskett, “Princcton Before the Revolution: Notes on a Source,” WAMQ, 6 (1949).

90-93.
Mss: PHi

Luther Martin

LutHer MArTIN, A.B., A.M. 1769, lawyer and public official, was born
about February g, 1748, on his father's New Jersey farm, located above
the Raritan River in the neighborhood of Piscataway. He was the third
son in a family of nine children of Benjamin Martin and his wife Han-
nah, whose maiden name is unknown. Writing in 1802, Luther recalled
that “in my thirteenth year, and in the month of August, I was sent to
Princeton College, where I entered the grammar school” to begin “the
first Rudiments of the Latin language.” If by his “thirteenth year” he
meant the year following his twelfth birthday, his enrollment fell in
1760, but it may have been in 1761, as is suggested by the immediately
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Luther Martin, A.B. 1766
BY ROBERT FIELD

folilowing statement that “in September, five years next after, I re-
ceived the honours of the College.” At the time of his graduati’on he
tells 1'15, “I wanted near five months of being nineteen years of age.” ,

It is not known when Martin was admitted to the College, nor with
what standing, but he reported that he studied both Ilebrew and
Frf{nch, and that of the latter he became a “tolerable master.” His
claim to have graduated as “the first in the languages, and sccond to
none in the sciences” probably was an exaggeration, for he was not
salutatorian of his class. Among the friendships formed at Princeton
Martin gave special emphasis to those with his classmate John Ma(‘-'
Pherson and with William Paterson (A.B. 1763). Martin became a
member of the Well-Meaning Club, and so is numbered among the
founders of the Cliosopliic Socicty. i

In the spring of 1765 Martin became the master of a school at
Quéenstown in Queen Anne’s County, Maryland. He held that post
until 1770, when he moved down the Eastern Shore to Somerset Coun-
ty, apparently with a view to studying law, which he already had be-
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June 19, the issue continued to hang like o threatening cloud over the
deliberations of the convention, now in f(ormal session, and when on
June 27 the question no longer could be avoided, Martin sorely tried
the patience of his colleagues by speaking for more than three hours
and then announcing that he would have more 1o say on the following
day. On the 28th Martin completed his remarks “with much diffuse-
ness & counsiderable vehiemence,” noted James Madison (A.B. 1771),
who responded at some length himsell, and the day’s debate ended
with Franklin's famous and unavailing suggestion that the convention
resort to prayer. On the next day it was decided that representation in
the lower house would be in proportion to population.

Martin had failed even to carry his own delegation, but he probably
should be credited in part for the sober mood in which the convention

on July 2 designated a committee of one delegate from each state to
search for a possible basis of compromise. It is significant that Martin
was chosen to represent Maryland on this committee, which inciden-
tally included four other graduates of Nassau Hall: Gunning Bedford
of Delaware (A.B. 1771), William R. Davic of North Carolina (A.B.
1776), Oliver Ellsworth (A.B. 1766), and William Paterson. The com-
mittee's recommendation, submitted on July 5, was to balance propor-
tional representation in the lower house of Congress with cquality
among the states in the upper branch, and this was the decision the
convention finally made.

No other member held more extreme views regarding the rights of
the states than did Martin, who msisted, in Madison’s succinct sum-
mary, “that the General Government was meant merely to preserve the
State Governments, not to govern individuals.” But Martin was more
than an irresponsible obstructionist. He favored additional powers for
the central government, though within the framework of a union per-
petuating the basic assumptions written into the Articles of Conlcdera-
tion. Having remained an active member of the convention until Sep-
tember 4, he returned home to lead the opposition to ratification of the
new constitution. His “Genuine Information,” originally a report in
November to the Maryland legislature, spells out in great detail his
views. But once again Martin lost. The ratilying convention, of which
he was a member, adopted the constitution by a decisive votc of 63 to
11in April 1788.

The remainder of Martin's lie is an almost unbelievable combina.
tion of professional success and personal tragedy. By the testimony of
Chief Justice Roger B. Taney, himsel( u Marylander, Martin had he-
come by the end of the century “the acknowledged and undisputed
head” of the bar in Maryland. Nor was his reputation limited to his
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own state. Having qualified for practice before the United States Su-
preme Court in 1791, he repeatedly appeared over the course of many
years in some of the more important proceedings of the federal courts.
In 1805 he was one of the defense attorneys in the abortive impeach-
ment of Justice Samuel Chase, a native of Somerset County with whom
Martin long had been acquainted and politically associated. T'wo years
later he had a prominent part in the defense of Aaron Burr (A.B. 1772)
before Chief Justice John Marshall at Richmond.
Martin achieved success at the bar despite a number of personal de-
ficiencies, chief of which was a weakness for hard drink. In 1801 a
Baltimore newspaper reported as a remarkable fact that he had been
in Washington for an entire week without having once been seem
drunk on the streets. justice Tancy reported that Martin often ap-
peared in court intoxicated, that his dress was ““a compound of the fine
and the coarse” and at times soiled, that his voice was unmusical, that
his arguments were “unrcasonably long,” and that in his speech he de-
lighted “in using vulgarisms which were never heard except among the
colored servants or the ignorant and uneducated whites.” To this sume
mation Taney added: “He was as coarse and unseemly at a dinner-
table, in his manner of eating, as he was in everything.” But the Justice
also reported that Martin was an “accomplished scholar” who “wrote
with classical correctness and great strength.” Those who may be puz-
zled as to the man’s extraordinary achievements at the bar are perhaps
best advised to fall back on Henry Adams’s description of him as a
““notorious reprobate genius.”
A part of Martin's personal difficulties can be attributed to the mis«
fortunes he suffered in his family. He was married on December 235
1783, to Maria Cresap, daughter of Captain Michael Cresap, a promi
nent frontiersman whom Martin had met on his westward tour in 1772
The couple apparently lived well in Baltimore. Although Martin’s im=
come from his law practice may have been less than the Si12,000 he
claimed in 1800, it must have been substantial. He had speculated im
confiscated Loyalist property, and at the time of the Constitutional
Convention his'holding of public securities was substantial. The census
of 1790 shows that he owned six slaves, a fact lending additional intesg
est to the opposition he expressed in the convention to both the slawe
trade and slavery. Of the five children born to the marriage, two died
in early childhood, and his wife died in November 1796 after a long
struggle with cancer, leaving Martin with three young daughters.

It was little over six months later that Martin launched a famous 28
tack in the public print upon Thomas Jeflerson. In the Noles on 1]
ginia Jefferson had included the “speech” by a Mingo Indian chicfoaiil
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narrowly defined, but President Jeflerson’s special message to Con-
gress on January 22 affirming that Burr's guilt had been “placed
beyond question” was in itself enough to explain Martin’s enlistment
with the defense. His suspicion of Jefferson was fully reciprocated by
the president, who advised the government attorney in Richmond that
“this unprincipled & impudent federal bull-dog™ was probably guilty
at least of misprision of wreason. Martin is reported to have served
without fec. He was among those who provided security for Burr's
bail, and after the jury failed to convict, he again became surety for
Burr's bail pending a trial in Ohio on a misdemeanor charge. When
Burr fled to England the bond was forfeited.

This default helps to explain Bur’s unusual kindness to Martin in
his last years. Martin's health broke in the summer of 1819, when he
suffered a stroke. By his own conlfession in 1802 he had never been “an
acconomist of any thing but time,” and with his health collapsed also
his fortune, such as it may then have been. He had served as the chief
judge of a Baltimore court from 1813 to 1816, and his return to the of-
fice of attorney-general in 1818 could have been intended to provide
him financial support, as it did until his resignation in 1822. In that
year the Maryland legislature adopted an extraordinary resolution im-
posing a $r annual license fee upon every practicing attorney in the
state for the Lenefit of Luther Martin. Burr on hearing of Martin's
plight took him into his home in New York City, where incapacitatd
physically and mentally he lived for more than three years. He died
on July 10, 1826, and was buried in New York.

Sources: P. S, Clarkson and R. S. Jett, Luther Martin (1970), is the only biography
and the authority followed here except where otherwise noted. Number 5 of Mod-
ern Gratitude remains the chief source for Martin's carly carcer, but it has to be
uscd with care, and sce C. R. Williams, Cliosophic Society (1916), 1-13: W. J. Millg,
Lije at Princeton College (1903), 141-43; and PUA file. Sketches: DAB; H. P. Gods
dard, Md. Hist. Fund Pubs., 24 (1887), g-42. Congress: LMGC, v, 1xvii; Constitm«
tional Convention: Charles Warren, Making of the Constitution (1928); M. Fat=
rand, Framing of the Constitution (1913), 93, 120 and zog; G. Hunt, Madisom'y
Jouwrnal (1908}, 1. 248-261; M. Farrand, Records of the Federal Convention, 1, sy
232 for “Genuine Information”; P. A. Crowl, “Anti-Federalism in Maryland,” WAgQy
4 (1947), 446-69; E. D. Obrecht, “Influence of Luther Martin in the Making of de
Constitution,” MHM, 27 (1932), 173-90, 280-96; McDonald, We the People, 6g-ga,
go, for cconomic interests. Tancy's comments are found in Appendix C of Clarksom
and Jett; Adams’s quotation from his john Randolph, 140. Sec also C. Warren, $u-
preme Court in U.S. History (1923), 1, 6. The account of attack on Jefferson fal-
lows D. Malone, Jefferson and His Time, 111, 346-52, except for the error as to the

time of death for Martin's wife; and for Appendix, see W. H. Peden, Noles (3958

226-58. Earlier publication of Logan's speech, see 1. Brant, James Madison, 1, sa=

84. For the Chase and Burr trials: C. Evans, Report of the Trial of . .. Chase (vog)

and D. Robertson, Reports of the Trials of . . . Burr (1808), together with W, B

Safford, The Blennerhassett Papers (1864), csp. 377-79; H. S. Parmet and M. R
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Hecht, Adar r > 5 4

(“:g-l)l.l;larog. I}Iil” (1967), 290-91; S. H. Wandell and M. Minnigerode, daron Burr
S J[«},’S ,7“;;"(')'1,( v P. Abernethy, Burr Conspiracy, 227-49; and D. Mal(;nc, Jeflerson
Mars ]isl(;('l 'l,g \g;:;—(;&;ﬁ»g1[.3%7,(15;.1&49. In the College catalogues after 1%%10
Mar S 1¢ LL.D. degree, but a sear ustees” minutes
indicates that it was not awarded by Pringc[on. el of the Trustees” minutes

Mss. MdHi
WEC

Nathaniel Niles

NaTHANIEL Nives, A.B., A.M. 1769, Harvard 1772, Dartmouth 1~
}lzl:eacher, public official, inventor and l)llﬁilleSl])élll,’\\'ils born ;111$:>/l?(;1’
\ mlg'ston,' Rhod~c Jsl;msl, on April g, 1741, ason of Sarah Niles and her
usband and first cousin, Judge Samuel Niles (Harvard 1731), a far
er and a leading citizen of Braintree, Massachusetts. Youn/ ;) L\ (tll "“TI}I-
was prepared for college in Braintree by Joseph Marsh (H;i‘\"u('l(l “:1::
and entered Harvard College in the summer of 1761. For ]‘C’I‘S()l 'l/h( )
:l:kn(;;»:n, Niles transferred to the College of New Jersey tl)C‘l:OIllgxi'li(l)l‘é
year. His younger hrother Samuel (A.B. 1560 joined Wi 4r Do
;Jn I}’,‘G{,. Inclined to endless Lhcol(ogicul :lls)})njlii;llf)(lllshlilnll l([oll;(l:géciﬁt
rothers wer I as ati i ” o : )
pliey thsilreftHZ“LI;;:?(ICI,}}?:'I)mduon Primus” and “Botheration Secun.
Aflter gra(‘luat.ion Niles briefly studied law and medicine and took
sd.lo'oltezlchmg tn New York City for a time. Finally deciding upo [llllj
n'nmsn:y, he traveled (o Bethlehem, Connecticut, to stud% ] ll1 N
New Ijlght theologian Joseph Bellamy. Licensed [0’ l)l‘C'l‘dl o}n T;u'l'l l‘hc
1769, in the early 1570s Niles began speaking from \'ul‘ious p‘ul]l))li]tszifx)l.
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