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=y, onald Wilson has always won-

;4 4 dered why some folks belicved

Gov. Levin Winder is buried on-

his farm near Venton rather than be-
hind the Winder house site on the farm
adjecent tohis,

Separated by a ditch and gut, the
Winder home in Somerset County
along the Littie Monie Creek was with-
in easy walking distance lo the high
knoll of Wilson’s land where it is
thought members of the Winder family
are buried. Both farms were then part
of Bloomshury, the Winder plantation,
but hecame two farms when Winder’s
daughter, Marianna, soid her part of
the inheritance in 1834. :

Few researchers could believe that
a family burial plot was reached by
crossing a ditch and walking several
. hindred feet from the main house. Yt

cyard iicar
old farm hovse -

a 1834 deed s <§'ﬁ cally notes that the

Winder burial gi-ov 7.d was not near the
home place, but ¢ the Wilson, prop-
erty which has b:« 1 known as the Le-
wis Farm or Lev i; Landing since the
early 1900s. "
Even more doabtful was that the

Winders had bur.ed their family mem-

bers at random in a field or woods on

Wilson's proportv. If there was a-

graveyard on the : ewis Farm, it was
speculated that it was near the eéarly
18th-century house that once stood on
Wilson’s farm, jast yards from the
banks-of the Litt!i: Monie Creek. But it
has never bhee~ conclusively deter-
mined who built .1 house or who lived
Tt

- has heen criizial to the search for

the “I-der gra<: to determine who

lived . *+. house. .\ tax assessment in

1783 netes 1t 1 ere was “one small

dwelling anc .cken in bad repair,
Hee JOUSTE, page B2
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Donald Wilson,

owner of the farm

‘where the grave of

Gov. Levin Winder is
believedto be
located, shows

- pieces of clay pipe

and iron and glass
artifacts he has -
found near what may
have been the home
of Winder’s father-
in-law. ~
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and one barn and sundry other
hpuses with improvements on
- Lsittle Moriie Creek,’’ on the prop-
eMty known as The Success (now
the Lewis Farm) owned by Thom-
a% Sloss, father of Winder's wife,
from whom she inherited the land.
Sloss in turned had married the
daughter of William Stoughton,
from whom he inherited the land.
~If this was the home of Winder’s
father-in-law, it may have been
here that Winder lived while his
stately home was being built.

«In the Baltimore Museum of.
Art’s portrait of Winder, the gover-
nor is seated so that his home can
be seen in the background. This
view, shcwing the creek and gut,
could only have been painted if
Winder was in the house on the Le-
wis farm.

It is only conjecture, but it ap-
pears that Sloss was a man of
means as indicated by his will, and

* give an
 Mary Winder Negro slave Lavy on

that his home, though modest, was

sufficient »,
so8-thed-Hnm 1797,

“by will to his daughter, Mary Anne

Stoughton Sloss, Winder’s wife ...
one halfe of my Jand with the
dwelling..house and ai/ t>¢ houses
round it except the barn as fare as
the causeway the other side of the
grandry an £}p the old cavseway
to theroad ... I give and beqveth to
my daughter Mary Winder my 2
looking dglasses during her natural
life and it’'s my desire the. shall
not gow out of the house s iong as
any of my ears holds the 2orse ... I
bequeth to my daughter

condition she makes him dow all
the work of my daughter Anne
Gantt’s plantation...”” = *_

The ‘“‘other houses” may have
been slave quarters and work
buildings.

Whether or not the ‘2 looking
lasses” or mirrors left the house
soon after his death isn’t known,
but an inventory of Winder's home
notes several large and small mir-
rors.
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Mirrors represented a consider-
able financial i
ime, and according to antique ex-
pert Robert Withey of near Allen,
the mirrors were probably expen-
sive and elaborate, but certainly of
substantial value to be included in
awill.

It is not mentioned in the Sloss
will any details relating to the
graveyard as it was naturally as-
sumed it would be protected by the
family and was easily located.

Was it possible that an older
graveyard already existed at the
house on the Lewis Farm and had
for years been used by the Stough-
ton and Sloss families, direct fami-
ly members of Winder's wife?

The graves of Sloss and his wife,
Mary Stoughton, have never been
found. Historian Shirley Richards
of - Princess Anne believes they
may have been buried on the farm,
but their tombstones may have
been stolen along with those of

Gov. Winder and his family in the’

early 1900s. o e
It was this home that Dashiell

ot
nt—at-that 2

said Winder built for his daughter,

Wilson believes that the house

m house

farm and throwing it into the open

butmodocument has yel surfaced
to support that statement.

In 1750 Thomas Sloss married
Mary Stoughton. Sloss is believed
to have lived on and owned the
Broperty which today is owned by

onald Wilson. Sloss had two
daughters, Mary Stoughton Sloss
Winder and Ann Stoughton Slos¢,
who married Edward Gnatt ia
1768. 1t is likely that Winder inkor-
ited the house with the property
through his wife. Their daughter
may have been afiorded the use of
the home, but this living arrange-
ment is doubtful. It has even been
speculated that Winder let his sis-
ter Leah live here with her hus-
band, John B. Morris, but that too

k]

has never been proved by the re*.

cords.

Area residents recall that the
building was in ruins by the 1940s
and much of the lawn was covered
with briars, weeds and bushes.
When Dashie]l investigated this
four-acre site in the 1940s, it was
used as a cow pasture.

was of wood, witha cellar.
“I remember seeing the cellar,

“the walls were made of brick. I

think the house had two stories,
with two rooms and a hall on eac'h_
floor, but they were small rooms,
he said. .

The brick cellar was only under
the kitchen section of the home,
which was at the east end of the
house. Coincidentally, the location
of the kitchen is consistent with the
tradition that an occupant of the
house in the early 1900s was able to
point out the back door of the kitch-
en to the graveyard and tell his

sons, “That’s where the old gover-

nor is buried boys.”

The main part of the house was
built on unusually high brick piers,
Wilson said, and explains why chil-
dren were able to run under the
house and the cellar under the
kitchen would account for the
seemingly contradictory account
of free passage under the struc-
ture. P

The cellar may, have been used
as a cooking Ta€ility or as storage
for meat and produce. By the late

1940s though, Wilson said that folks

were bringing their garbage to the

celtar: -

Could the tombstones have been
concealed in the cellar?

“Of course it's a possibility, but I
don’t think so,” Wilson said. “The
story says they were hidden behind
a barn or building here, but I have
never heard anyvone say there was
any other bui.ding up here except
for the house, but it’s possible too
that other buildings were here.”

The locatior of the barn where
the stones were said to have been
hidden may help locate the general
area where t-e tombstones might
be concealed. If the building was

See HC JSE, page E7
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near the marsh on the eastern side
of the farm, it would be probably
that the tombstones would be in the
marsh on that side and not all the
way across the field on the western
side. Even so, Wilson said, the

“I have found a lot of broken
glassware and iron in that place,
and it looks there could have been
a house there too,"” he said.

Could it have also been the site
for a barn and could the 18th-cen*
tury artifacts Wilson is finding

_have been from a dump?

Earlier this year Wilson cen-
tered his search for artifacts in a
small area in the field where he
had been finding pieces of iron,
brick, oyster shells and glass. Dig- -
ging a hole just a few feet deep, |
Wilson found more artifacts mixed -
with small pieces of charcoal, an

tombslones could have Deen ¢ov-
ered with dirt when a. bulldozer
was clearing brush from the four-
acre lawn.

Dashiell leaned heavily on a no-
tation‘of a graveyard within this
four-acre plot as mentioned in His-
toric Graves of Maryland and the
District of Columbia by Helen W.
Ridgely in 1908 which said ‘“The

burial ground of the Winder family .

in which rests the remains of the

late Gov. Levin Winder and Mrs. ..

Winder on Little Monie Creek is
now owned and if I am correctly in-
formed, is occupied as a woodpile
by a man who is a stranger to the
family and without respect for the
honored dead who lie there.”

Dashiell sought a woodpile that
was almost half a century old when
he started his search.

Over the years Wilson has found
fragments of 18th-century bottles,
Chinese export porceiain, pieces of
early iron pots and even a corner
of the foundation of the house.

On the western side of his land,
but south of the fence that bounded
the four-acre lawn, Wilson said he
had found more brick piers that
. suggest a barn or even another
house could have been south of the
gut. o

Wlson has also found the upper
porucu of a large serving spoon,
with hallmarks on the reverse

“side. The handle appears to be
made of pewter and has what ap-
pears to be the initials “JAP"”’ on
the handle. These initials appear to
be those of James A. Phoebus,
owner of the Wilson farm in the
early 1800s.

The handle was found near the
sitée where Wilson believes another
house or barn may have been lo-
cated.

indication, Wilson helisves, that he
has found an early 19th-century -
trash pile or that fire (which may -
have destroyed the barn) was near
the site.

Throughout his period of farm-
ing Wilson has kept an eye out for
tell-tale signs of subsoil structures.

“I thought maybe I could find :
bricks from the grave, but I -
haven’t so far,” he said. But like :
Winder’s home, much of the histo- °
ry of early Somerset County is tied
to the Wilson farm.



