Thomas

took active part in protecting the Indians of New
York against the taking of their reservations by
land speculators, and for this the Senecas made
him “Chief Sagouan” (Bountiful Giver) and
constituted him their representative in Washing-
ton. He was president of the Mechanical Fire
Company, the first president of the Maryland
Bible Society, and advanced $25,000 that the
state might begin the erection of the Washington
monument in Baltimore. He was a stout man,

clean-shaven, with high forehead, prominent.
He died in

nose, and a pleasant expression.
Yonkers, N. Y., while on a visit to his daughter
some years after his retirement from business.
He was survived by five daughters and two sons,

[L. B. Thomas, The Thomas Book (copr. 1896); P.
E. Thomas, Proc. of Sundry Citizens of Baltimore . . .
for Intercourse between that City and the Western
States (Baltimore, 1827); G. W. Howard, The Monu-
mental City (1873-76), pt. 2; Edward Hungerford,
The Story of the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad, 1827~
1927 (1928), vol. 1; obituaries in Sun (Baltimore),
Sept. 2, and Baltimore American and Commercial Ad-
vertiser, Sept. 3, 1861, The mural painting, *Builders
of the Baltimore and Ohio,” Baltimore and Ohio Build-
ing, Baltimore, shows Thomas at the extreme left.]
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THOMAS, PHILIP PRANCIS (Sept. 12,
18t0-Oct. 2, 1890), secretary of the treasury,
congressman from Maryland, and governor, was
born in Easton, Talbot County, Md., and figured
in Maryland politics for more than half a cen-
tury. He was the son of Maria (Francis) and
Tristram Thomas, a prominent physician, and a
descendant of Tristram Thomas who settled in
Talbot County in 1666. After attending the
Easton academy he studied at Dickinson College
for two years, until his college course was ahrupt-
ly terminated by a youthful prank. He then re-
turned home to read law in the office of William
Hayward and was admitted to the bar in 1831,
Defying the political affiliations of his family and
neighbors in this Whig stronghold, he declared
himself, unsuccessfully, as Democratic candidate
for the state legislature in 1834. Undaunted by
defeat, he offered himself again in 1836, when
he advocated reapportionment of representation
in the state Assembly, a most unpopular measure
on the Eastern Shore, and yet again in 1837, In
1838, however, he piled up a majority greater
than that accorded the governor. In 1838 he was
named congressional candidate and defeated his
veteran opponent, James Alfred Pearce [q.2.].
For personal reasons he declined a renomination
and resumed his law practice. He accepted, how-
ever, appointment as judge of the Rastern Shore
land office court.

His prominence in the Assembly, to which he
returned in 1843 and 1845, won him the Demo-
cratic nomination for governor in 1847 and suc-

Thomas

cess at the polls. In his inaugural address he un-
dertook a campaign to replace the seventy-year-
old constitution by one more modern. It was at
this time that the directors of the Baltimore and
Ohio Railroad offered him the presidency of the

‘road, even urging him to name his own salary.

He declined the portfolio of the navy offered by
Pierce because of the inadequacy of the salary
but soon accepted the post of collector of the port
at Baltimore. When a change in administration
lost him that position, he practised law for a time
in St. Louis, Mo. President Buchanan offered
him, first, the governorship of Utah Territory,
then the secretaryship of the treasury, and, final-
ly, the humble post of commissioner of patents,
which he accepted. Within a few months he re-
signed in order to enter the cabinet finally as
secretary of the treasury, but he felt obliged to
retire within a month, with the southern mem-
bers of the cabinet. Though he took no part in
the Civil War, it is known that his sympathies
were with the Confederacy and that his only son
joined the southern army. This attitude cost
him a seat in the federal Senate, for, when the
conservatives obtained control of the Maryland
legislature, to which he had returned in 1867,
and chose him senator, he was denied his seat on
the charge of disloyalty. The vote of 2 Democrat
against Johnson’s impeachment seemed so neces-
sary that Thomas urged immediate choice of a
democratic candidate who could not be chal-
lenged. However, his loyalty was not questioned
when he was elected to the House of Represen-
tatives in 1874. After a single term in Congress,
he returned once more in 1878 to the Maryland
Assembly in the hope of being elected to the fed-
eral Scnate but was defeated in caucus. He made
his final unsuccessful attempt at the coveted sena-
torship by allowing himself to be returned to the
assembly of 1884. On TFeb. g, 1835, he was mar-
ried to Sarah Maria Kerr. After her death in
1870 he was married, Jan. 29, 1876. to Clintonia
{Wright) May, Of his thirteen children, three
daughters survived him.

[M. P. Andrews, Tercentenary Fist, of Md. (1925),
vol, IV; H. E. Buchholz, Governors of Md. (1908);
Oswald Tilghman, Hist. of Talbot County, Md.
(1915); E. S. Riley, A Hist. of the General Assembly
of Md, (1905) ; R. H, Spencer, Thomas Family of Tai-
bot County, Md, (1914) ; Baltimore American and Sun
(Baltimore), Oct. 3, 1890.1 E.L.

THOMAS, RICHARD HENRY (Jan. 26,
1854-Oct. 3, 1904), religious leader, physician,
and author, was born in Baltimore, Md,, son of
Dr. Richard Henry and Phebe (Clapp) Thomas,
and a descendant of Philip Thomas who emi-
grated from Wales and settled on Chesapeake
Bay in 1651. His parents were members of the
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