- .Sir Robert Eden. Marylard's
last Governor' under the Propric-
tary Government, had a rull lifg
during his stay -in ‘Annapolis, ahid
once probably saved the city, ‘due
to typical British diplomacy, from
Invasion by troops representing.
his - owr, government. Annapoli
in.turn saved Eden from ‘capture
by, Baltimore foes, .. T
¥ Setier SVEA Y - ATREIOHE “onf
June 5,'1769, from England to suc}-
ceed Governor - Sharpe. - He ..rej;
mained here until 1776 when he
returred home. Eden was popu
lar and while his property wa
confiscated when he departed fo
England, it was restored to hir
‘when he returned to Annapolis in.
1784 to live. He died a short tim

B\ el

later. .. . SR
3 History Gives Story’ .
An insight in Eden’s life here {
gatherfd ' from. Jackson’s book of
Arnapolis, termed “Three Century
les of Glamour.” An extract fro
the book follows: t
“While this work was under wa
a British. warship passed th
mouth’ of the harbor and caused
®reat consternation in the ety
News reached the city during .
torrential rainstorm, but eftizen
crowded Into ‘carringes, and mang
drove from thé town. Great Bri
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immedxafely calied; in the” Couneil

| et Safely 'and . oﬂ'ered toiucnd 8
flag of trugce: abonrd %] t:bbzi fs the

vessel came, to'anchor. . Tlie offer
romewhat . greservad ‘the public

Ui tter The t,encd (}ﬁy, ks
- “'The,ship, the. Ottet commfmd~

ed by Captain Saquire, caxne to ar-,

chor in the harbor on March 8.
The ciwens plca was m, sboard
bhy' the Governor and on’ agree-
able . reply. retumed o NMevertheless

| Annapolis had troops ready for de-

fense should the British decide to
altempt an entry. The Otter, dur-

| ing her stay. went up the Magothy

river where she captured a ship
lader: with meat and {lour, and

also tcok several other prizrhs She |.

did not. however. attempt-to fire
on, the city because Governor Eden
eaid Annapolh citizens were op-
posed ta independence and’ treated
him well. Captain Squire even
rentrashore some Colorists he had
taken in ralds on ‘ships and the
Annapolitans sent him beef with
their compliments. i

“‘Annapolis, however, refused to
allow the British to commandeer
n small New Englard slopp then
lyine ‘in the river. .The citizens
sent  Captain  Squire voul that
since the Ctter had b u) ned
another schooner in the bav he
was not entitled to fur thcx con-
Annapolis men in
arms _went ahoard and guarded
the sloop. Captain Sguire showed
hl', friendliness for the city by
passing up the bounty ofréxod in
the schooner.

Locals Stopped Focs

“Shortly afterwards a group in
Baltimore wanted to arrest Gover-
nor Eden as an English spy, but
Annapolis citizens blocked this
move, although the Baltimoreans
captured Eden's -pérsonal” boat.
Even Congress tried to have Edep
arrested but failed as the Council
of Safety, predominately An-
rapolitans, held the issue was
strictly dn theilr hands.
friendlv to Eden to the
last, nevertheless had to ask him
to leave America, and the Gover-
nor's bagrage was kept here when

{Captain George Montague of the

British warship Fowley, the vessel
on which Eden sailed, refused to
return several servants and do-
serters to the city. - :

“The departure - of Govemor
Eden, on June 24, 1776, for .the
West Indies and thence.to .Eng-
Inand, endedthe English - dnmina-
tion in Mmyhnd  Five years be-
fore Tredorick C‘nlvmt

PBaltimore, hed  died. T)“rhir;

W88 prudent and

The |

Edm‘;?slast “two ' years nere. the |

{845 tind ; been |prepared for|
ni« (Hoghe. guards/and milittas |
 drilled, ‘and n\!nutemm:'
mady ‘fo fight ‘at.a minute’s no- |

i Fore: ..enr'oiled; o |
s‘%‘u ' ops::inade ‘guns and |
vords.;, Guopswder. ‘wes manu-
faétured A0 large ‘quantities’ and

ftored m Annapolh and through-

out’ ‘the " colonies.. Most ‘Tortes,
svmpathizers of the King, were

. kept snent in rear"'. 1




