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‘Mayor McKeldin's Vision of Baltimore

NO MEAN CITY. By Theo-
dore R. McKeldin. Published b
the author in cooperation un'ti
the Maryland Historical Society.
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IT Is characteristic of Theodore
R. McKeldin that this little hook
he has written contains not a blue-
print for Baltimore but a call for
expression, of a civic spirit that
nce.fade it great.

- Mayor McKeldi -gﬁ ond
19645 activity EILW fu?:?a'rch
for a laig&ﬁide in Baltimore.

For the inspiration of this pride
he looks .back to three Baltimo-
reans of the Nineteenth Century,
only one of whom was a native, In
George Peabody, Enoch Pratt
‘and Johns Hopkins, ,the city had
three men who became -best
known to posterity for the institu-
tions they founded rather than for
themselves, - although they were
business giants in their own right,

1t is Mr. McKeldin's view, as
a native son who loves his city
and its past, that they were pio-
neers not only in the sense of
opening new horizons with' the
money they gave to enrich Balti-
more, but in grousing the spirit
of ciffe ;a’s'pongm :

Reaching further back into civ-
ilization, he finds their forerun.
ners in Pericles, ‘‘who could claim
truthfully that in his time Athens
was the school of all Greece,”
and St. Paul, who proudly told a
Roman, “I am a man which am a
Jew of Tarsus, -a citizen of no
mean city.”

Mayor McKeldin would like to

‘I timore?

be remembered also as a citizen
of no mean city, but says that it
seeds more than elected officials
to create an environment worthy
of being thus known. “The an-
swer,” he writes, “will be re
turned by all those inhabitants of
the city — still perhaps a mi
Bority, but numbering many thou-
sands — who see Baltimore with
at least a touch of the emotion
that St. Paul felt for Tarsus.”
Is this emotion abr% jp Bal-
The pio i that
drew P&aﬁug ?n Pratt here
from their native New England
bhas apparently long gone, just as
the age that produced giant per.
sonal fortunes for the Pratts, Pea-
bodies, Carnegies and Rockefel-
lers has given way to an era of
corporate, impersonal wealth.
Nevertheless, I}_ﬁfyor ‘McKeldin
remaing -optimisfay Afthough he
knows hgm Baltimore of the
three great benefactors is no
more, he believes “‘the spirit that
created those cities of the past is
still capable of creating a new
city, entirely different, yet one of
which men can truly say that it is
the school of a nation.”
The book has a preface, ap-
propriately enough, by Dr. Milton

Eisenhower, ~president of the
Johns Hopkins University.
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