A Day In The Life
Of Tﬁg/ Méyor

Bz Michael Naver

14 Hours Of Meeting,
Greetmg, Speaking

To Theodore R. McKeldin, the
act of being Mayor is a2 many-
sided ritual which he performs
zestfully about fourteen hours a

OverseEYIQ com;k!x city ad-

ministration; mender of political
fences; impromptu raconteur and
greeter of the city's visitors;
preacher with a flock of voting
“brothers” and “sisters” — these
are his callings from the time he
arises at 7 A.M. until he arrives|
home again about 10 P.M.

One such day, recorded fro
beginning to end by an' eyewit-
ness, went like this:

8 AM.—The Mayor leaves his|
home in Homeland and rides,
down town in a chauffeured city
limousine. On the way he recal
campaigning in his home war
in South Baltimore when he w:
first elected 21 years ago.

“I told the people there that
Mayor Broening, a piumper’s son,
had been my inspiration, and that|
if L, the son of a South Balti-
more policeman, could be elected
mayor, then perhaps I could be
an inspiration to any one of their|
sons who might be mayor some
day. I won in my bome ward,

but I never ran \nell in eﬁ dis-|

trict. All De
825 A w

reaches Bickford's, also kmwn 2s
“No. 10 Downing street,” on Cal
vert sireet, where the Mayor
breakfasts about once a week. In-
side he greets acquamlancs
breakfasts on prunes, cereal,
banana and Sanka. A stranger s:!s
down and says, “'Mr. Mayor, I'm
going to ask you for a favor. Qur
little church is having its fiftiet
anniversary. Could you send us a
Jetter mentioning 7"

The Mayor agrees instantly
then adds jokingly: “I'll be angry|
if you don’t ask me to come over
and say a few words.” Told it
is the Elderslie Methodist Church
in Mount Washington, the Mayor
exclaims: “I know it well. I've
spoken there many times.” The
stranger goes away beaming.

8.45 A.M.—Outside the restau-
rant, the Mayor reaches in his

pocket'a drop a cotn mn a blind
man'’s cup, dolfs his hat to a row
of women waiting for a bus, He
tells them, “Good morning, sis-
ters.” He takes a woolen yar-
mulke, or Jewish ceremonial,
skullcap, which he carpien at all
times, from his pocket. ",l got it
in Israel, at the VillaZc of the
Daughtem of God. They have
such beautiful names there,” he
said, stretching out the word
“*beautiful.”

8.50 A.M.—Stops at Pest Office
to buy $17.50 worth of Eleanor
Roosevelt, Sam Houston and Au-
dubon Society commemorative
stamps for his collection. Stops
briefly at construction trailer out-
side to inquire about to-
ward Battle Monument plaza.
Foreman tells him it should be
completed by June.

9 A.M.—Mayor recaches his of-
fice at City Hall. He is greefed
by Mrs. Mildred Momberger, his

jpersonal secretary for 27 years.

She briefs him on about a dozen
tems.ds the morning mail merit-
ing his attention. One is a letter
from Avraham Harman, Israeli
Ambassador (o the United States,
enclosing a first-day cover of an
Israeli commemorative stamp is-|
sued for the visit of Pope Paul VI.

The Mayor notes it will be val-
uable some day. Mrs, Momberger|
reads a newspaper clipping re-
porting anti-civil defense speeches
by Comptroller Hyman Pressman
and Councilman Henry G. Parks,
Jr. Then she reads a letter from
a citizen praising the Mayor for
his stand in favor of civil de
fense. The Mayer laughs.

9.15 A.M.—~Reminded by Mrs.
Momberger of an appointment,
the Mayor leaves his office and
walks to the Courthouse, to con-
fer with a committee of judg
on what to do about the shortag
of space in the Courthouse. Afte;
shaking hands with all the cler
in the marriage license burea
he takes the elevator upstairs f
the meeting.

9.45 AM.—Leaves the meeling|

"and walks down to the third floor

to see a long line of women
waiting on hallway benches to
see probation - bificars, as the

as -
of
em. way out of € bu”ld
g he shakes hands with several
bail bondsmen. and walks back
to City Hall, doffing his hat,
shaking hands, and callkng “good
morning’ as he goes. ¥
10 A.M.—The Mayor has his pic-
ture takeg ‘at City Hall with a
h&s s!arhng & course
pohum under a bank’s" sponsor-

ship. .

15.20 A.M.’Mx?afo
vision camera to [} state
ment on crime in Qaltmbre He,
said in part: “We obviously must
act immediately, but our decision
should be made calmly and in-
telligently. .

10.30 A. \i—The Mayor * holds
his daily news conference. A re-
porter asks for his reaction to

fl'ia
Oa t

‘|Mr. Pressman’s proposal for an

auxiliary _police force to fight
crime, The Mayor replies: “1
don't like vigilantes. I would
rather that twenty guilty men go
free than one innocent man g
to jail.” Another reporter asks,
“How's the morgue?” referrin
to progras loward a E‘” ooe.|

nn_ o‘

'lhq slsys at Cxtx "Hall and has

The \!a)or sa)s "hé will knew: Vi

more next week.

10.55 A.M. — Press conferencel,

over, more than 30 persons troop
into his office, some urging him
to sign, others to veto, an ordi-
nance rczoning a piece of prop-
erty on Harford road at the city
line. Mr. McKeldin listens to
about half a dozen impassioned
speeches on both sides, then ad-
journs the hearing to make a
decision later.

1151 A.M.—Joseph Kaylor, of
ithe National Park Service, drops
in to give the Mayor a brief|
report on Assateague Island. He
calls him “Governor.” Others call
him *“Mayor,” "Ted.” “Mac™ and
“Teddy.”

12.05 P.M.—Philip Darling ai
John Royster, of tbe Plannin

'a grilled cheese sandwich, vaailla
ice tream and Sanka brought .’ [
‘1 P.M.—Atlends a meeting ‘of
‘city advisers to map a program
on, the city's” position toward

about 25 pieces of pending

tlation at Annapolis. With him are
jChiarles Benlon, budget director;
Joseph Allen, city solicitor; Mrs.
SJanet }loﬁman. {iscal adviser;
Edward Colgan, legislative ad-
viser, and Richard Frank, admin-
istrative” aide. The Mayor listens)
to - recommegdations, usually as
sents, At one point he.leaves thel

the Mayor holds a conference with
his City Hall Staff. Stanley Mazer,

for the Mayor to issue to Sunday|
pewspapers. The Mayor orders
deletions of all references to bead-
line-seeking by other afficials.
Solomon Liss, special assistant,

to them with the Mayor.
6.30 P.M.—Al! conferences over
c he shuffles through his briefcase,
giving memos to Mrs. Momber-
ger. She reminds him of pext
dav’s schedule. =
6.55 P.M.—Mayor leaves Cify
Hall. Gets into limousine, has
chauffeur stop for evening papers,
which he scans in car. He falks
of how the mayoralty has grown
as a job since his first term as
a wartime mayor. “You didn't
have urban repewal them, and
youdidntha\ealotdcon-
struction projects you have now.”
He says the workload is greater
than it was when he was Gover-
nor from 1950 to 1958. Speaks of
his {eeling about being mayor. “It
would kill anyone who didn't love
it. l love it. I love the sense of

discuss p- b ol

Jom Falls exprss with
Mayor, \'Q

12.20 P.) Wo\cr
Mr. McKeldm hes down (o rest
on a sofa. Instead of aitending a|

achie t, of seemg someunng
| come into being.

.. This line of thought Icads bim
I produce a three-page typewrit-
ten " list of more tham 30 ‘eity
projects. He expresses impatience




alexg of them haye ..--.
settled. . u 4,
K 710 P,M.g%%' at home oa
Goodale ¥oad to deliver ,some ¥

fimedicine o his wife, Mr{ Ho
lulu McKeldin, Muses t the

Bthem now that their son and
K danghter have moved away.
748 PM. — Arrives at Blue
RCrest: North banquet hall to be
?ix‘ e of the speakers at the annual
of the Maryland Home
Builders Association. When his
R turn comes, the Mayor disregards
remarks on zoning prepared for
at City Hall and gives a
three-minute talk praising Joseph|
M?erhoﬂ. builder, telling a joke
gland recounting a homily.

Nl “Anyone who is anyone dodk:
k|want to be taken for granted byi;
anyone.” The Mayor sits down'
to applause, then listens to other|
llspeakers for 1 hour and 40 min.;sx

the morning paper. In the I‘
limousine he says he will read/s
the 127th Psalm before retiring}~
He quotes from it: “Unless thelts
811ord builds the house, those who [
{{build it labor in vain, Unless the §8
Lord watches over the city, ths
watchman stays awake in vain,”
16 P.M.—Arrives home. Dis- §
charges chauffeur after askin,
i him to appear next day at 8 7
Door closes behind Mayger” HelRX
the 100th and 127th Psalins, B
8 goes to bed at 11.30 PM. i
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a group of cilizens complain about wnii:( at office.




