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[Washington Bureaw of The Sun]
Washington, April 11 — Presi|
dent Nixon nominated a replace-
ment for former Maryland Gov.,
Theodore R.. McKeldin on the
Federal Indian Claims Commis-
ston today.” 7 17 108
The new commissioner is fo
be Brantley Blue, a member of
the Lumbee Indian tribe, which
is concentrated mostly in North
Carolina and Maryland. Mr.
Blue, 43, is an attorney in Kings-
port, Tenn., and a Republican.
Although the nomination ends
Mr. McKeldin's tenure in
$36,000-a-year post, the Whil
House has assured Senator]
Charles McC. Mathias, Jr. (R.
Md.), that the former Governoi]
and mayor of Baltimore will b:
under “‘active consideration” fo
another federal appointment,
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came of Mr. McKeldin's federal
career problems, in order to of-
fer. the popular former official
thé chief post on the newly
strengthened state Human Rela-
tions Commission.

At Mr. Mandel's request, Mr.
McKeldin represented the state
of: Maryland at the funeral of
former President Dwight D. Eis-
ex&xower. Mr. McKeldin had
placed the general's name in
nomination at the 1952 national
Republican convention.

~Admittedly disappointed, Mr,
McKeldin said tonight that “cer-
tainly-} would have preferred to
s{ay, .but I understand, if he
made the promise, this is what
behadto do. AR 15 %2

‘Pointing out that he had sup-
pbried Mr. Nixon’s vice presi-
dential,_ and presidential cam-
paigns In the past “actively and

Mr. Mathias, who has bee
Mr. McKeldin's chief advocatq
in White House circles, said to
day Ypat he was not being re
placedpecause of the opposition
to his Appointment by Senato
Barry Goldwater (R., Ari
zona), or Senale majority leader
Everett McKinley Dirksen. 63

Mr. Mathias pointed out
during the campaign Pr
Nixon had pledged to ap,
Indian to the Claims Fommis
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enthugiastically,” he said  that
*J would be delighted to
the possibility of anoth admin-
jstration position.”
+ However, he di
the possibility thal he might ac-
cept Nr. Mandel’s offer, “1 have
ust ed ind to wait and se

ABion at his earliest opportunity.|:

The opposition to Mr. Me-ji:
Keldin had stemmed from his
opposition o Mr. Goldwater’s
presidential aspirations in 1964,].
and by the fact that President
Johnson had appointed him to

the Indian post..

In responsé lo
allegation that Mr. McKeldin
was “a Johnson Republican,”
Mr. Mathias said recently that

“people just don’t realize what}

it meant to be a McKeldin Re-
publican in this state,” referring
to the overwhelming McKeldin
gubgrnatorial and mayoral vic-
tories in predominately Demo-
cratic Maryland,

Earlier this week Mr. Mathias
had arranged an interview for
the beleaguered commissioner
with a key White House aide.

But even this “last-ditch” ef-
fort to protect the McKeldin ap-
poinment was unsuccessiul.

State Post To Be Offered

Governor Mandel is known to
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have been waiting for the out-



