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l HEODORE ROOSEVELT McKELDIN
made it where he is today on a gift for ora-

tory and the spirit of a frustrated evange-

list.
ladder and into the governorship, !

And he came closer than most suspect’
to talking his way into the vice presidency !
of the United States when, in his shining!
hour at the Republican National Convention |
In 1952. he rolled out a homily-studded:
fiftecn minutes of oratory placirngi ht D.¢
Fisenhower into nomination. Uﬁ

In the end, Sen. Richard Nixon, of Call-
fornia, got the nod for the No, 2 spot on the

RP}?:tb ,ci;(:vneg?re;'m&um. a&elgﬁirly j

He literally talked his way up the political !

Visitor to Tar-fliitig-puirtis-west, ‘nbrth"and
south of Maryland, too, since he was swept
Into the governorship almost four years
ago by the largest margin in Maryland
history. . -

He and his speaking talents are In de-
mand throughout the country, and he has
filled out-of-State engagements regularly,
However, helped by a deep well of energy,
the Governor still spends as much timeé
tending to State affairs as any two normal
business executives spend at their desks.
His staff members say that the Governor
puts in an “80-hour work week.”

The driving force hehind the McKeldin
rise from his South Baltimore beginnings
to the govermorship is the frustration en.
ggndet‘ed by wunfilled ambitions for the
ministry. '

One of the big reasons he has stayed In
politics is the opportunily it gives him to
ascend the pulpit and preach,

Visitors to his office, if deemed worthy,

may find a New Testament thrust in their
“hands, or perhaps a rosary blessed in Rome,

Termed Shrewd Politician '

With it ali, the Governo? has played the.

freqquent visitor at the White House since : shrewdest of politics—and te the hilt.

the man he nominated became a resident:
there, :

*An 80-Hour Work Week”

As a Republican with Democratic majori-

ties in both houses of the Legistature, he
has learned to get along with members of
the oppeosite party, make deals with Demo-
The Governor has been a fairly frequent crats and, oecasiona

ily, crack the whip to
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| He is unquestionably the No. 1 man in
his own State Republican circles. although
a small minority opeuly resents Lim.

It was early poverty which shut him out
of the schooling necessary for the clergy.

Born on Stockholm (now Ostend) street
on November 20, 1200, he was one of the
eleven children of a stonecutter-turned-
: policeman. He got through grammar schoof,
i but his education after that came in bits.
I Already imbued with the ferver cf a
| budding evangelist fone of the deepest im-
| pressions had been .nrved into his being
I'when, as a boy of 10, iie saw his father go
|up to the mourner’'s bench in Bennett
"Memorial Church and swear off liquor) he
took a job as an office boy in a bank al $20
Ia month,

;Took Many Night Courses

! The day he went to work, he enrotled in a
night course at Baltimore City College, the
first of a long string of night courses.

During his first week's vacation from the
bank, he got a job in a cemetery digging
graves at $2.50 a day.

1t was during his five years .stay at the
bank that he met Miss Honolulu Claire Man-
zer, an employé of the bookkeeping depart-
‘ment. She taught him how to run a ledger.
5 They remained friends after he left the
ibank in February. 1919, to take a better pay-
ing position with the banking house of
Alexander Brown & Sons. and six months
later, with the Fidelity and Deposit Com-
pany.

The future Governor and Miss Manzer
‘were married October 17, 1924. They have
'two children, Theodore, Jr., 17, and Claire
" Whitney McKeldin, 14.

It was during his eight-year stay with the
Fidelity and Deposit that young McKeldin
started speaking for pay. He was assigned
to give pep talks to the company's agents
throughout the country,

Was Honor Law Graduate
During all stages of this business-world
part of his caréer, McKeldin was continuing
. his schooling. He moved from City College
| to Milton College (a combined pharmaceuti-
cal and preparatory school), then to the Col-
lege of Commerce and to Johns Hopkins.

Finally, in 1925 he climaxed his night-
schooling by completing courses for a degree
in law at the University of Maryland, where
he won the honor case and gold key awarded
to the prize student.

Two years later, he entered the private
practice of law, but stuck at it just a fort-
,pigl;t before politics carried him into public
office. .

. Baltimore was in the throes of a municipal
election campaign that Spring of 1827, The
Republican candidate was the late William
F. Broening.

Good Republican that he was, the young
Jawyer, by ‘then well known for his eloqu-
ence, volunteered his services as a campaign
- speaker for Broening.

His powers to hold an audience were
prnve_d in that campaign when at one meet-
ing, because Broening failed to arrive on
time, McKeldin was forced to keep going
77 minutes. The crowd was still there when
Broening hove inio view.

He opened his law office on schedule that
June. But two weeks later, Mr. .Broening
offered him a job as his executive secretary.

McKeldin took it—and'is still remembered

for the hundreds of speeches he made
throughout Baltimore during the four-year
peried which followed.

- He went out of oftice in 1931 with Mayor
Brqéning, but managed to stay in poltics so
gffectively that he became his party’s candi-
date.for mayor in 1939. By dint of dawn
to: midnight speaking, he managed to cut
down- the huge Democratic margin on the
registration books to 24.000 at the polls,



In 1942, he made his first bid for the
governorship, losing to Herbert R, O’Conor
by less than 18,000 votes.

The next year, he ran for mayor—and
ﬁnully made it, defeating the Democratic in- .

bent, Howard Jackson, by 20,251 votes.

-In 1948 he ran for xovernor again and
Jost to William Preston Lane, Jr.

Quelled A Party Revolt

Mr. McKeldin, his sights on the governor-
ship which had eluded him twice, failed to
run for re-election as mayor in 1947, but
bided his time until the 1950 election.

He won over Lane by a margin of more [oley:
‘han 83,000 to become the third Republican K%Y
iovernor in Maryland's hisl.ory.

As governot, he has provcd to be pretty
much of a middie-of-the roader,
" Perhaps the two most significant ac-
complishments of his administration have
been an overhaul of the State’s budget
procedures growing out of studies made by |
the Sobeloff Commission and his imple- |
mentation With more than $500,000,000 in |
bond authorizations, extension of a roads im- |
pr program i ated during the I
Lane administration. . . L
In 1852, he quelled an attempted revolt
within the Maryland Republican party and |
made sure that the bulk of the State’s votes |
st the GOP National Convention went to !
General Eisenhower, despite the fact that a
majority of the delegation favored the late
Senator Robert A. Taft for the nomination,
With all of his burdensome dulies and
his frequent speaking junkets, the Governor
still finds time to get in a lot of preaching.
It is nothing unusual to see him start out a
Sunday by attending a Holy Name Society
breakfast, act as lay reader in an Episcopal
Church, then occupy a Methodist pulpit for
a night.service sermon sfter speaking at an
afternoon Israel Bond Rally.

vcmor McKeldin, who literally talked his way into the Statchouse and is
seeking reelection, is in big demand as a speaker throughout the country.



