To insiders, which Includes the
many private and public o_rganizalions‘
and agencies which have worked to:
push the plan along, the program Ior:;
the most part has been more a matter’
of first aid than rehabilitation. But a
“Yyear and a half ago a large-scale effort
{ was made to apply the plan not to rock- |

bottom slums but to some 27 blocks
h_}g_ag Baltimore that might be saved !
permpanently from sinking into the con-

¢ Baltimore Plun \ iion where razing is the final answer.
s Ready For Appraisal It is this effert whicH the Encyclo-

The “Baltimore Plan” of stum reha- | pedia Britannica has recorded step by
bilitation has reached what must be step on film and which will be pre-
close to the zenith of nation-wide pub-| sented in a movie premiére on Monday.
licity in the nonentertainment field.1 rye fym will give Baltimoreans the
Written up in laudatory terms by three | g/t fair1y objective and comprehen-.

nationgl magazines ?““ same week | Gve view of what the plan can and
J(Life, Look and the Saturday day Everingl cannot do under present circum-
Post), the plan has been commended | ;i n.oc And from it we may have a
{to President Eisenhower by 3 housing:) petrer jdea, apart from the national
‘uinduslry forum as the first answer to publicity, of how to go about rehabili-
urban blight. It has made Baltimore{ 12410 the Mount Royal area, the mext
the recipient of the 1852 award of the| jo0a) rundown section slated for im,
Natijonal Municipal League, and it has provemensun J AN 3 1 19
become the subject of a documentary{™ - G
motion picture, by Encylopedia Britan-
nica Films. Copied in part by a score o't )
cities, the plan is also the subject of a
book being sponsored by the Ford
Foundation. SUN

If some Baltimoreans are wondering
quietly to themselves just what the
cheering is all about, the answer is
fairly simple. While we in Baltimore
know that our overcrowded slum areas
are still overcrowded slum areas, with
little outward evidence of improve-
lmeut.s, nevertheless something has|i
)bgen done in many blocks. Apart from !
,the few slum houses razed to make wgyE
for public housing and private redevel-E
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cpment, thousands of slum houses have
been made more livable and hygienie
through the installation of inside
toilets, roof repairs, ratproofing of
basements and compulsory removal :)f i
backyard debris. '

To outsiders especially it looks as
though Baltimore has found an answer ;
to the slum problem by simply entomi
ing, house by house and block\by j
block, the city laws pertaining to saly’
and sound housing and sanitary living. '
The answer looks good, because it is'§
faster and cheaper to fix up manyf
houses than 1o tear them down and’
rebuild anew, and the property owners |
make the repairs, not the taxpayers.
The plan has been promoted as Uu’
answer nationally by those groups
anxious to defeat public-housing pro-
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