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Maryland's
First Family

Governor Tawes and His Wife
Are Finding Government House
a Big Change from Their Modest
Ranch-Style Home in Crisfield

Story by Audrey Bishop
Photos by A. Aubrey Bodine

'
‘\ HEN 3 Millard Tawes and s pretty wife, Avalynie,
nwved from Condicld to Amapolis twe momths apo, they o
vaperd the sereoty of o soascdest riawh style ouse  (seven
rouans, two baths. one servit) on the latthe Annemessex
Hiver for the bantling. hotel like atmosphere of the throv-sory
nunsion $53 rooms, 12 baths, 9 servants) that for almost a
vemury has been the residence of Maryland's governors.

Tiw ciiference in size between Governor and Mrs. Tawes's
1eal home and ther ofticial one is some indication of the vam
differenee i their dasly routine since they bevame Maryiand's
First Fanuly

Lespate thae many comforts and conveniences of Govern-
ment House, as the executive mansion 15 properly called, hic
there is nal easy. Repardless of how hard o governor and his
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wile may ey o preserve o germal ot
of privacy, the fact remains that prvacy
tine price of sccupanes

art of Gosernment House is shared wit
the publie Stadent. clab amd civie groug

arm through s first-Boor rosms on tl
avermte ol twee aday ond the Firat Liv
v eaprgted L ereet aloof them

\ 'H,\' TAWES ha- anhered o o
e sl schedule pito which she w
wincted b once Dinng et diest weeks
Ynnapolis <he behil o oseoes of cieght brea
fasts dor the members of the Stae Teg
latne  who were anupted mo twenty m
~tatts

HeneeTorm she will also entertain
1y the Aass Nandresds of pople t
ample. will attend the buifet supger th
will precede the maveural boil at the ¢
ol thin month  The nest four vears o
g an endless succession of afteran
et yeceptions and o dearth of e
mnps whien she and the Goverpor wilt
fome alome smd can remd, watch teleus
talk lesorely
Bialt 16 1887 in a0 siyde charactenstic
the period. Goverament  Houwe was
yodefesd imeude and ot an 1S The mans.

H




coot amd other d-Vsctonan features were
replaced by dwoind  pables,  a  sloping
Colomtal-type rool. Palt, windows, and
ey s more mony with those
Annapobis bukdiogs Prior to 1867,
Mand orvernors ived o building on
the Ninvad Aeademy prounds
The front deor

u( Gurerunwnt
opeas oRle Q

polished parquet
hers and winding stanway with wialiat
vl it cuns up the entire thiree thaors

The hall serves as & dinad St
and fanuby roeees o the bt
vepliesn Toeans the st dean
e tooinn el g poader v
aht are tanuby recvpuge ol sting
Wi the Governor s private diunng room
et b oftice

At the rear of U b
cutranee fg e state o
fllway that

House

rootn. e

il are the mam

<y bediosos il five baths
on e i thwet . abso gl
tne roons Fhe thand thoor has
rooms  two hathis and toar Sty
Do an the basenwent e The i Iu n |
div Leesn hnbaes [ RTUTRNRL T T L)

There

anad

cloakroom, sersants’ quiawrters, a gardener’s
workroom and a4 bedreom for the three
State policenun who are assigned (o Goy -
crnment House

Simee the house 1 compietely furneshied
even o lnens and silver, Mis Tawes
brought only o few tungs (rom ber home
m Cristicld Amome them were two rockers
and adeunee chine for the upstairs sitting
room. haby pactures of her son and slaugh
ter, pictures ol ber four grandclsbdrea. o
couple wl Limps aned er cleetre oo

.\ll SIC has done been apontaat to the
fowes Bl Alis whe sluedud ot
The Feabundy, giine s well as phavs omed was
o the choir ot by Methediet Churabhoan
Ceistield o nian years Her mother
law Mee James B Tawes s stll simging
with that char at the aee of 0 Th
crmor was viwe o member of the O
Volunteer Five Company band playang
trumeet amd sasophoie Rath tlke chikdren
i o nos Mis Wallam 18 Wwan,
and Plubp we muen sl

Toawes

{n rann the Government House M
Tiesen axansistend by o howsekevper, tatley
one fall imwe ol one time cook three
makbs o haesbyman and o dener

The only member of the staft “liviag in™"
at prosest is the housckevper. Mrs. Ger-
trde Couper. who formerly was a hotel
manager on the Eastern Shore. Several of
the servanls wre old retainers wise in
Gorernment House protocol. One of the
maxis has been an hand since Herbert R
O'Cunor's admimstration

war cook prepares all of the food
the famly dims room und ~ome
N fur the state dinimg room A
Baltimore caterer handles large  dinner
parties receplions

Mr< Tawes, whe loves to cuok, no loager
Bas tiane (o sped an i katchen, bt she
ke st of v specaahnes
all dinmers Her lescapin soup s the
Governor's fivorie and she 1y fumous (or
wyser stew and g crah casserole For the
“tew o she msists on doing the chucking her
et

Sinwe she moved inte Govennent oo
e n deluesd with ma, e bishinge,
af vt i bt of Fequests foe contributions
1o phaanth pets She has maule o
Gkt Gt 10 answer hers persons

s b

Aly bt she canndt hope to acknowledae
b of them
Wheneves e Das an sppoitiety  she

reads up on the history of the house and on
interestng facts abowt its  furnishings—
partly aut of curiosity hut alse because she
wants to be prepared for questions that
visitors may ask her. She also is working
rd at curhing her habit of (urning out the
s when sbe leaves 3 room

“Mashbe my Somerset county thriflt i
showing.” she explains, <hut after 43 vears
as a housewife my finters automatically
reach for the light switeh. Fortunately. the
servants have been doing u good job of
covering up for me ™

’llll‘ amonnt of hamd-shaking that Mrs.
s will hine 1o do between now and
103 dinsn 't worry her as much as the pros-
peet of standing for hours during furmal
receplions,

1 survved inasuguration day h(mulllully
as shakms hands was concerned.”

“hut my feet hurt me so badly
tufore u was mver that | was lempled te
kink ol my shoes The only thing that pre-
sented v from doing it was (ear that »
phutoztapleer would cateh me i the act
ddis’t want o prcture of my stocking feet
turming up in the aewspaper.”

Mure Pwiures on Next Poge

17



