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Governoy ('Conors

Does the use of the Stute car by Tawes viclate
vour statemont ¢f policy made cn May 23, 1942 that "7 an firmly of the
opinion that the greatest oare should be exercised by depertment heads
ard ctate officials te restriot the use c¢f ‘tate oars to the seme
point that private sutomobiles are restriocted,” ?

What gupervision do ycu exercise over the upe cf
cars Ly departuent heauds end other emplcres? ‘

Does (mpt, Conner subrmit paricdic reports on use
of ctate wars ag refsrds nileere and rascline use?

if so, have you any plan of sction where pcssible
ciclations may see: spLarent.

Are veu issuins eny new instructions abcut use cf
state oers s resmlt of Tawes onse?

Is there any “tate law prohibiting use ol stabe oars
for personal use?

Does ban on personal uase of Stute oars apply to sll
Stute ocars regardless ¢f ges raiioning, CPA regulations and tho like?

Do you think Stute cers should be marked ss public
vehicles?









MRS. €. NEWTON KIDD
3221 VICKERS ROAD BALTIMORE, MARYLAND

June 8, 1943,

Honorable HerbertO'Connor,
Apnapolis, Marylemd.

Desar Governor Ot'@onnor:

We wish to protest the disposal of the Tawes case
in the manner reported ¥h today's papers, It is certainly
irritating, to express it mildly, to the taxpayers of the
State to realize that State taxes are used to furnish cars
for politicians to use for personal pleasure, Furthermore
it is hard on public morale to know that some folks can

get "gas"™ for long drives while others of us are even asked
to refrain from using our cars ewee for church-going,

As governor of the state, we look to you for the
proper adjustment of such cmses - so that justice is a
reality not a mere synonym,

Y3

Yours truly, ‘ ‘

Mrs, C. Newton Kidd,



June 8, 19,3

tion, Prentis Brown, Director
’ b

O-I' aAa

Yashinzgton, D. C.

Dear Mr. Brown:

The decision rendered by the lYar Frice and Ration
Board of Crisfield, Md., yesterday, in the Yillard Tawes case,
can only serve to corvince the mblic that there is cne law
for the politian and another for the commnn citizen,

Lest Sundsy mv fewilv and 1 wailted on street zor-
ners over two hours for street cars to take us to end from our
Church, a distance of % miles in order to save little more than
none half rallon of gasoline. Yet, Mr, Tawes drives ns2arly
2,000 miles to attend e wedding, using enough gasolinre to carry
my femily to and from Church twice each Sunday for more than
eight years, and is sxonersted by the Local C.P,A4.

Don't you sarree that such vrecual trestment smells
just a little?

T am sure tha% the reneral vuhlic wonld acceph O.F.A.
regulations with a far greater depree of cooperation if we were
certain that there were "special privileges”" for none.

Sincerelwv, —

o=

John Kastenaike

ZG12 ilferd Avenne
Faltimoras, Wd.

Hon

1o Herbert i, O'Connor
Anrnapnlis, d.
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H., F, McLAUGHLIN
410 OLD CRCHARD ROAD
TEN H!LLS BALTIMORE, MD.

June 8, 1943,

Hon. Herbert R @'Connor.

Executive Miansion.

Amnapolis wmd,

Dear Sir;

As a texpayer of the utate of Maryland I wish to protest the use
of 8tate owned automobiles for persomnal plessure trips., The case
of Millard Tawes is a "mew" exampls of the abuse of political
influence.

When most of us ere gled to make any sscrifice to win the war’to
see a State Officer use up gesoline and rubber (eriticel materials)
in driving 2000 miles to a wedding does not set very well. This &t
a time when most of us eannot even secure sufficient gas to get to
work when that work is in making materials for our Army and Navy.
I can assure you thet it is becoming inereasingly difficuly to
remain a loyal Democrat when those we have elected care so little
for Our Country or the rest of the people as to waste gasoline as

kr. Tawes has done.

Very truly yours,

\A\Vm%&&%&;\



No 2 Forrest Drive, Catonsville, Maryland.
June 8th 1943

Governor Herbert R.O'Conor
Annapolis, Maryland.

Dear Governor O'Conor:-

I had made up my mind not to write you again pertaining to
anything in State matters, after your advising me, that 4 had written more letters
to you than any other member of the Legislature, about a rotten mess that existed
at the Maryland State Penal Farm.

However the glaring headlines of the morning paper stating Mr. Tawes, had driven

2000 miles to see his son married in a State car, when I who am working in a defense
plant, thrying to help along in the cause of the war, getting up at 5.A.M in order

to get to work 19 miles away, having to beg for gasoline to get there, I just could n+7
refrain from calling your attention to the fact that we are at WAR, and have a fight to w
win, we working and buying bonds, paying taxes and more taxes, and have to suffer in
order to get to our place of employment, and an Offical of our FREE STATE, one that

has held up traditions for years could permit such a thing to happen.,

NoT
I hope you will take this as lightly ,as the matter I called to your attention when
you critized me for writing so maney letters.

Very sine

S.Rinehart Cohill



6013 01d Herford Road
Baltimore, Maryland., 24
Ju.ne 9’ 19430

The Honorable Herbert R, O!Connor
Governor of Maryland
Annapolis, Md.

Sirs

As a2 law-abiding citizen who supported you in your campaign for
Governor, 1 now write you for the first time to register a
complaint,

My compleint is not directed sgainst you as Chief Executive of
the State - it is registered against o Btate official who made
the headlines recently because of his alleged misuse of C gasoline
coupons when he drove to Fort Bemning, Georgia, to attend the
wedding of his son,

The explanation offered does not make sense to me or to any of
ny friends who ere abiding by the 0.P.A. rules end regulations,
and conforming to the pleasure driving ban, I am only one
person and for each one who will taske the time to write you,
there are at least 100 others who feel the same way but who
will not write you.

It is bad enough for the Crisfield Board to make a farce of the
heering - it is ten times worse for the editor of the paper to be
arrested for malicious libel when he publieshed the fact that the
State official made such a trip, The aftermath of the hearing is
further indication in the eyes of the masses that something
smells = and it is not the ordinary ecitizen ~ but one having
political impunity.

As a texpasyer 1 object to paying taxes to pey the salary of an
individual who so flagrantly flouts the law, and who is influential
enough to get away with it,

As Chief Executive you are charged with the responsibility to
prevent & recurrence on the part of the individusel referred to,
end to take proper steps that others shall not be able to do so,

Very truly yours,

w,ua / W
(Mrg.) Invicia A, Andre



621 Deepdere Road,
Faltimore ,Jid,
June 10,1843,

The Honorable Herbert R.C'COnnor,
Annapolis,Nde

My Dear Governor Otconnor;

You asre noc doubt aware,by this time,that we,most of
the people,consider the Tawes case a right rotten plece of mis-use of
political privilege(?).

We-do not like~ 1)The use of gasoline for plessure
rides, 2)The wear and tear on tires for pleasure rides, 3)The use of
a state car(owned by the people,NCT BY MR.TAWES CR ANY OTHER STATE
EMPLOYEE ) for personal pleasure of which there is too much, 4)The varied
and pecor excuses given for the trip which have been insults tec the
intelligence of the people and bordering on the untrue to say the least.

Who paid for the gasoline used on this and the many
other trips? We know who paid for the car,the tires,and the other costs
of operaticn,but who paid for the gasoline,

There is one last point we do'nt like & damn bit.By
what stretch of the political lew mekes it possible for the state to
bring suit against Rives Matthews for exposing the mis-use of state
property and vital war materials?

_ The NEW DEALERS,particularly the OPA,urge the peopls
to spy on esch othere.We do'nmt like that either.RUT,when a publisher
reports a flagrant violation of rights and proprieties he is clepped
in jail on some 'trumped up' cherge.Had he reported just & *‘run-ofe-mine!
taxpsyer he woulé have been complimented,Fe reported on the activities
of a polithation whers upon the state officials resort to GESTAPO methods
of protecting thier owm(hides).CESTAPO is a very nasty wordeIt implies
a condition which we are told must never exist here(but it does exist)
and against which we will wage war to exterminate in other parts of
the worlce

Had 'Joe Doak'(just a state employee)been caught
he woulé have been fired long before this.There is no reason to fire
Mr,Tawes but you cantt just sit back and pass the buck to Tawes end
Andy Connore.Neither can you permit or sanction the operation of the
GESTAPO against a loyal citizen-~Rives Mattehewse.Prosecution and
persecution are two different words,end this is PERSECUTIONGThe germens
teach their people to behaveby executing one or two as examples,.,We dontt
like to have Rives Matthews jailed,bailed,and tried just to show the
rest of us how unwise it is to spesk unkindly of our elected employeess
Rives Matthews should have been given police protection for hLis attend-
-ence of the Tawes hearing at Crisfield~ protection against a batch of
hoodlum polititiens.Instead of that he could not attend except that he
risk his lifee.As it developed he had reason to fear both county and
state police.He was wise to have stayed at home.

Rives Matthews has done the state and nation =
serviceele should have your commendetion.

Yahrsfvsry truly,

Rartus C. Spioce
N



EXECUTIVE DEFARTMENT ’
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July 21, 1943

ire Bartus C. Splger,
621 Deepdene Road,
Baltimore, "“arrvlend.

Dear Yre Sphderie

You wrote me concerning the case of Stete
Comptroller Tawes and sugrested that attention be given the
matter,

As you doubtless have observed the developments
in this regard since you wrote me, it is unnecessary for me teo
refer in detail 1o the action taken by the Office of Price Adminis-
tration, resulting in the deprivetion of Yr. Tawos' porsonal rations
fop mutomobile drivinge I slso assume that you h:ve noted the public
action instituted by me, as a result of which every Stateeownsd car,
without exception, has been subjected to drastic repulatioms afecting
their use in order that the consumption of rssdline, rubbder, eto.,
@ight be reduced to & nminjmm, The facts are thet & coneideradble

saving has already deen affected and this will ocontimie in the future.

Cantrary to what may be thought by some of our
citigens, the euthority of the “overnor is very limited in respect
%o guch a constitutional officer who 1s the slected revresentative
of the pedples liowuver, 1 am most hopeful thet everything possible
will be done by way of oconserving vital materisls and supplies which
are 8¢ necessary in the wer effort,

I wish to thenk you for your interest in State
affaire as manifeated by your letters

Yours for Victory!

8 Governor



The Somerset News

Somerset’s Dominant Weekly

PRINCESS ANNE
MARYLAND

RIVES MATTHEWS ' z
EDITOR AND PUBLISHER I’Iay 29, 1940

Honorable Herpert Re O'Conor
Jovernor
Annavolls, *d,
Dear Tovernor QO!'Conor:

On Sunday, lay 23, Comptroller and
Mrse. Jeo Millard Tawes and four friends left Crisfield 1n
an official State of Maryland Cadillac and drove down to
Fort Benning and Camp Wheeler, Georgla, to visit relatives.
They returned Friday, having *travelled an estimated 2000

miles in State property.

Mrs, Tawes informs me it 1s none of my business how
she and the Comptroller make use of State property and
suggested that if I didn't like 1t that I wrlte to youe.

gpeclial ly now thet gasoline-is g0 important to
Maryland's farmers and war workers, 1t would seem to us
that auch a %rip ourht to be investigated and I would
anereciate a statement for puhlicatlon in next week's
issue from you.
Yours for Victory:
Cns <
v4£221,64/4€.x¢/u*7p
Rives Matthews
Editor & Publlsher

You Getr More On The KEastern Shore



The Somerset News

Somerset’s Dominant Weekly

PRINCESS ANNE
MARYLAND

RIVES MATTHEWS June 6, 1943

EDITOR AND PUBLISHER

Hone, Herbert Re O!'Conor
Govarnor
Annapolis, Maryland
Your Lxcellency:

A considerable number of people here
on the kastern 3hore feel you could make an immense
contrivution to the War Effort hy asking Comptroller
Tawes to resimn for using a State car and for violabtling
the plangure Arivint han, It "is felt that hls preasence
in Annapolis from now on will be an embaraasment to your
Administration which has, on many occasions, asserted

its whole=-hsarted support of the War Effort,

VYours for Victory,

iy Ataiitises

You Get More On The Eastern Shore



The Somerset News

Somerset’s Dominant Weekly

PRINCESS ANNE
MARYLAND

RIVES MATTHEWS

EDITOR AND PUBLISHER Hul‘y 16’ 1943

Hon. Herbert R. O!'Conor
Governor
Annapolis, Maryland

Your Excellency:

Comptroller J, Millard Tawes has
admitted violating an important Federal statute
and has been given the stiffest penalty to be handed
out so far by the OPA.

From all sides, and especially from men in the
services, comes the opinion that your Administration
could strike a real blow for the war effort if you
would publicly call upon Mr, Tawes to resigns

Then fishtinz a war, especially, it 1s highly
important for people to have confidence in their
leaders, whether elected or appointed, and the
machinery of government should never ﬁo so cumbersome
that it acts as a dead weight agalnst any move to
eject those who have so patently shewn themselves to
be unworthy of public office,

I hope you will soon be able to see your way clear
toward taking an action which will meet with the unanimous
support of the non-political Aermlocans of the great Free
State of Maryland,

Yours for Victory:

You Get More On The Eastern Shore



The Somerset News

Somerset’s Dominant Weekly

PRINCESS ANNE
MARYLAND

RIVES MATTHEWS

EDITOR AND PUBLISHER July 18’ 1943

Hon. Herbert R. O'Conor
Governor
Annapolis, Maryland

Your Excellency:
I trust you heard Mr, Drew Pearson
over a national network this evening again dilscuss

Comptroller and Mrs, J. Millard Tawes,

Agaln I beg you to speak out for the people
of Maryland and to express thelr will by asking Mr.

Tawes to resign,

As long as he remains a member of your
official family it will tend to dlsoredit every
act of your Administration, This is no time for
political considerations. This is a time to speak
out for Americans everywhere and for people of the

Trae State in wnarticular,

Yours for Victory:

You Get More On The Eastern Shore
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July 21, 1943

Yrs Rives Yatthews, oditor,
The Somerset lews,
Princeas /nney Yarylunde

J08r Lre lmtthews:=

Your letters, in which you surgest that
the resimnation of State Comptroller Tawes should be
demanded, have been recelived et the ‘xecubive "f{fices,

Under the eircumstances, &s we understand
them, there is no authority vested in the Covernor to
take this action in the cagse of the State Comptroller
who is a constitutional officer, electad hy the oitisens
off the Statee

iith kindest regards, I am,

Tours vory gincerely,

Thomas Elmo Jones,
3 Secretary of State



RIVES MATTHEWS . . . Princess Anne, Md.

- i pom=

b Tuly 31, 1943

X Hon., Herbert R, O'Conor
Governor
Annapolis, Maryland
Your Excellency:
I believe you will find as time goes
on that as long as Comptroller Tawes remains a member
of vour offictal family every aoct of your Administration
wi1ll Ye recarded with a suspiclous eys by the gentlemen

of the press,

T also believe that these same gentlemen, to a man,
would hail any move on your part, legal, quasi~léga1, or
just plain speaking put for the Americans of Maryland, to
get Mr, Tawes to resign from office, He 1s a 1liablllity to

the Democratic Party in Maryland and throughout the natlion
and 1s contributing ruch to the strength of the Republioans
next year, Perhaps, 1n effect, he can be sald to be repaylng
them for not ziving #éea contest last year,

Since Maryland is & barometer state, and thus important
in a national election, it would seem to me that 1t 1s your
plain dudy to save the Party from the embarasament Mr Tawes
has cnused 1%,

ourg for Victory:



SEEBER KING BODINE

TWRLVE SIXTEEN SOUTHVIEW Roan
BALTIMORE, MARYLAND
June 9, 1943
(Wednesday)

The Honorable Herbert R. O'Connor

Annapolis, Marylasnd

Your Excellency:

It has given me a great deal of pleasure to do my small part
to see that you were put into office. It would add to my
pleasure 1f you would do one thing for me.

From the Press reports, the State Comptroller has used a
State owned car to make a 2,000 mile pleasure jaunt which,
to my way of thinking, was dishonest. He, furthermorse,
definitely violated the pleasure driving rules of the 0.P.A.
and unquestionably had to use coupons other than "A" coupons
in order to make the trip.

He apparently decided that his original story was not swal-
lowed "hook, line, and sinker" by the public and proceeded

to elaborate on 1t by makling the statement he had used the
State owned car in order to drive by some of the Capitals,
one of which was Augusta. It would seem that he 1s not well-
enough educated to know the State Caplitals, and in his hurry
to "get out of the frying pan," he " jumped into the fire"

by golng through Maine.

His latest move seems to be to try to get even with Mr. Matthews
who originally "smoked him out." 1In so doing, it seems he

used the son of the Chairman of the Crisfield Rationing Boerd,
who issued a warrent for his arrest. It would appear thet
everything in that locality is controlled by a certain group

of men,

All the above corments of mine are based on the Press reports,
and if the Press reports are untrue, certainly an injustice

is being done. If they are true, I cannot think of a time
when & publlic offiecial has so flouted all the rules of decency.

I have watched you for years, and have rejoiced in the knowl-
edge that we have had a man of such high callber in the public
service, and you probably know even better than I that too
many people look upon public officials as being out to get
everything they can get. I think you would be doing the State

a great service if you did what you could to force this man
out of office.

I am, Sir, your most obedient servant,

SKB/pb M{M



SEEBER KING BODINE

TWELVE SIXTEEN SOUTHVIEW Roab
BALTYMORE, MARYLAND
June 29, 1943
(Tuesday)

To His Excellency Herbert R, O'Connor
Governor of Maryland
Annapclis, Maryland

Sir:

I did not receive an answer to my letter on the subject
of Mr,., Tawes, and I assume that you have declilded to just
let the case "blow over."

I honestly would like to see you force this man out of
public office, because everyone I have talked to 1s highly
indignant--particularly so when they reaslize that he is
handling the State finances,

Besides the fact that I think we should have scmeone in
whom we can have faith handling our finances, I personally
want to see you take some action, because I belleve the
case ls goling to hurt you irreparably, and I think too
highly of you to see you go out of public service for once
and always~-~-which you could easily dc.

Respectfully yours,

SKB/pb
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July 1, 1943

Mre 8¢ Ko hodiac,
1216 Southview Road,
Baltimore, Maryland.

Dear Mre Dodine:s

Your letter of the 29th has just resched me
end I hasten %o assure you that I had not overlooked your
previous commanication, but inasmuch as the matter involving
the Gtate Copptroller had been before the Federsl igenoy, 1
deemed 1t only proper to ewait the final outcome of the matter,

Ag you know, of course, from the published reports,
the Office of Irice Administration has taken action resulting in
the revocation of allowencea to Nr. Tawes of rations for hie
perscnal uses

B e

I should explain that ¥Mr. Tawes is & oonstitional
officer, having been slected and reslected by the people of the
Ctate, and that I, therefore, have no authority to ocust him from
office as you seem to thini might be the cases The situatim is
differenp in his case than 1€ he were an appointee of the Covernor,

holding & Commission at the will of the Chief sxecutives 4An
sleoped offlcial, as you no doudt realize, is answorable to the
citisens and no right axiste io the Covarnor to sject from offioce
an official under these circumstancess

I am sure you ere awmre, without my steting it,
that it is my desire to have public affairs administered in
the most dutiful and oonsoisntious menners Realising that you
ere interested from the standpoint of good oitisenship, I am
hopeful that everythinz oan be done in the future to merit your

approval.
With kindest regarde, 1 em,

Yours for Vietory!

S Govemor



