ARMY WAR COLLEGE
WASHINGTON, D. C.

June 11, 1943

Governor Herbért O!Conor,
Baltimore, Md.

My dear Governors The State of Maryland is being subjected to
the worse Rind of publicity because of the action of State Attorney
Prentiss W 8¢ Somerset County intimidation of BaTTor MATHEWS

e Tawes oase,

Here is a case where a state officlal sworn
to uphold the law, and a lawyer supposed to be instilled with ethids,
is using the great office he ocoupies‘under the people of Maryldnd,
to break down the law of our country, He shows by such action,
that politics to him is everythingy that he regards such ebove patriot=
igim and owr War effort; that law to me means teking“ care <6F
griends first, +the country and the people aftorwards, ™

This type of official should be drivem frofl pubdie
office Governor, He iz a memace to free and homest govermment, All
his law school training and association with honest judieial officials
have went for naught.

Recall that it wes not Mr, Tawds that influenced
this act of imtimidation. Evans says 30 himself, Ho sew a chance
to enhance his own prestige by kowbtowing to Tawes and at the oxponn
of the law office of the people that he is supposed to represent,

look at Ais picture, He is & young men and appardnte=
ly a ponerful one phywidally. He looks like good woldier materieal,
the kind of corn=fed lads that the amy oan tfim the good living off
in & few months and turn into a husky soldidr. Instead hoWever he
sits in & law office ddwn in Somerset County, putting on fat, dnd inter=
fering with fellowmen, living up to the laws of a war country. After
seeing what & young aml husky msn lad Me is thousands of Americons will
be wondering why HE is not in the army, Is he hiding behind same pett-
icoats or the fact that as a State official he is not subjeot to dralt ?

I think the best thing a patriotic Governor of Maryland
could do in this case to uphold the good name of the 0ld Fres State of
Maryland would be to initiste proceedings to remove this bogus patriot
from the law office he now holds under the State Government, His ilk
belongs in the Army - not in a draft dodging jobe

Harry P. MoDevitt.



HERBERT R. O'CQNOR
GOVERNOR

ExecuTivVE DEPARTMENT

ANNAPOLIS, MARYLAND

July 21, 1943

Irs Yarry 2. Mebevitt,
¢/o Army "ar Collere,

hla?

eshingzton, D, C.
Dear ¥r. McDevitt: =~
You wrote me recently concerning the action of

the State's Attorney of Somerset County in connection with criminal
cherges of libel preferred arainst "'r. Rives Matthews of that County.

You express your emphatic opinion thet this action
vas unwarranted and I assume, of course, that you based your assertion
on the best information available to you through the press and other
revorts as to the factual backesround., It is my understanding that
the case is now awaiting the action of the Grand Jury of Zomerset
County and under the constitution and laws of this State, no criminal
prosecution can be maintained without an indictment by the grand inguest.

I might edvise that under the consitution, the
tate's Attorney is desirnated as the principal law enforcement officer
of the County. Ie is elected by the people and, of course, is primarily
answerable to them.

You mer be sure that I am most anxious to see that
the rights of every citizen are observed and narticularly that the
risht of free speech must be maintained at all costs. It is not for
me. to say whether, in certein articles allered to have heen =ublished
by k¥r. Matthews, criminal libel was cormitted beceuse this matter is
pending in the Courts and is for their determination.

Fowever, I went to thenk you for your interest
in writing me and to assure you that I welcome from you constructive
eriticism at any time,

Yours for Victoryl

S Governor



‘ MBS £, BYRO, JR., Editor CLARENCE L. BYRD, Business Manager

Eastern Shore Publishing Co.
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ESTABLISHED 1898

June 11, 1943

Governor Herbert R. 0'Conor
Executive Mansion
Annapolis, Maryland

Dear 8ir:

We are sending you a copy of this week's Marylander and Herald.
We believe that Prentiss Evans was justified in instituting action
against Rives Matthews.

In the four years that Matthews has c¢onducted a newspaper in
Princess Anne he has continuously attacked our leading citizens.
Hig writing always have been bordering on libelous.

In his issue of Mareh 3 he has, in Mr. Evan's opinion, over-
stepped the limits of decency.

It is possible, you know, for Mr. Tawes to be wrong and for
Matthews to be libelous. Two wrongs do not make a right.

There is not room for men such as Matthews in the newspaper
business. It is possible to draw the public attention te such
things as violation of the pleasure driving banp, without being
slanderous and libelous.

The law provides protection agaﬂét such actionse, Should
Yatthews be placed above the law of the land?

We believe in Freedom of the Press, and we are fighting with all
our might to protect this right and privilege. We believe that
editors and nublishers who print the articles that Matthews turns
out are a constant threat to the Freedom and we would believe it was
to the benefit of the legitimate newspapermen of the country to see
that they are punished.



JAMES E. BYRD, IR., Editor CLARENCE L. BYRD, Business Manager

Publishing Co.

Eastern Shore
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ESTABLISHED 18%8 RINCESS ANNE, MD.

HERALD

Governor Herbert R OG'Conor
Page 2

To people everywhere the power of print cannot be denied. Net
knowing ths true facts they naturally take the editors words as the
truth. Naturally newspapermen everywhere will take Evan's action
as an "assault on the Rreedom of the press." But we here on the
scene, who know the true case, and who have read the writings of
Matthews for over four years, know that in reality Evan's action is
a protection of that Freedom.

Sincerely yours

é //59 yAVNC
Editor %
MARYLANDER and HERA

JB/mle



EXECUTIVE BEPARTMENT
ANNAPOLIS, MD.

COPY

June 18, 1943

Mr, James E, Byrd, Jr., Editor,
Marylander and Herald,
Prinoess Anne, Marylande

Dear kr. Byrds

Prior to Governor CtConor's dcpn%uro to Ohlo to be
in attendance at the OGovernors' Cornlorenco, he requested me to
acknowledge receipt of your letier of June llth in whioh you

express your views regarding the recent case, {-" £ %\M)

R ————

The Governor desires to thank you for giving him
the benefit of your views and, also, for sending him a copy of
the Marylander and Herald whioh you kindly enclossd.

With kindest personal regards, 1 an,

‘Yours for Victoryl

A Jo BWbon'
BExeoutive Secretary

AJdB: K
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June 29, 19:3

Mr. Rives Natthews,
The Somerset XNews,
Princess Anne, Md,

Dear Sirs

Your lctter was received .t tho Bxecutive Oifices and,
inamruch as it requests information which is in the possession of
Btate Treasurer Hooper B, kiles, I a takxir, the liberty ¢f fore
sarding your communication to hina

tie State Troasurer, a&s you do:biless know, was appointed
by the Governcr with mull autrority in regurd te the use of State-
owned eutomeblies. Therolore, any inflormation should come fram this
cffiocial tc whem your letter has been referred.

Yours for Victor:i

A. J. B()Llrbcn.
Executive Becretsry

AJB: N



