AGNE

Full toxt of a statement by Mr. Agnew to the U. S,
D:str.'ct Court in 8altimore on Oct. 10, 1973:

My decision to resign and enter a plea of nofo con-
tenduere [no contest] rests on my firm helicf that the
pubiic irterest requires swift disposition of the prob-
tems which are facing me. I am advised that a full le-
aal defense of the prohable charges against me conld
consume several years. I am urucmw’ that intense
media interest in the case would distract public atren~
tion from important r wional problems-—to the covntiy’s
doiriment.

{ am aware that swimesses are prepured to bostily
that | and my ageats received payments fione consle-
ing engineers doing business with the State of Mary-
land during the pesind T was Guvernor. With the
exception of the admission that follows, I deny the as-
sertions of legal ucts on my part made by the Covern-
ment witnesses.

{ admit that 1 did receive payments during the year
1967 which were not expended for political purpnses
and that, therefore, these payments were income tax-
able to me in thut year, and that 1 so knew. 1 fusther
acknowledge that contracts wece awarded by State
azoucios in 1907 and other years to those who made
such payments, and that I was aware of such awards.
1 am aware that Government witnesses are prepared to
testify that preferential treatment was accorded to the
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paying companies pursuant to an understanding with
e when [ was the Covernor.

I stress, however, that no contricts were awarded to
contractors who were not competent to perform the
work, and in most instances State contracts swere
awarded without any arrangement for the payvment of
monev by the contractor. I deny that the pavments
in any way inflnenced my offinial actions.

I am confideut, moreover, that testimony presented
in my behalf would make it clear that 1 at no time
umq-‘u. ol m\, offictad duties as County Evecutive ov

cvernor of Marvland in a manner harmfu to the in-
< of the county or Stabte, or my duaties as Vice
stdent of the United Stetes in @ manover harménd to
the pation, and further assert that my aceeptince of
contributions was part of a long-established pattern of .
political fund-raising in the Stmc

A% no time have I enriched myself at the expense of
the public trust,

In all the circurastances, 1 have concluded that
protracted proceedings before the grand jury, the Con-
gress and the courts, with the speculation and contro-
versy surrounding them, would seriously prejudice the
national interest.

These, briefly stated, are the reasons 1 am entering
a plea of nolo fcnfendere to the charge that I did re-
ceive payments in 1987 which I failed to report for
the purposes of income taxation.




