Agnew’s death rekindles sad Md. memories

Hy TUM STULCKEY
A lated Fress Weiree

Sprru T Agnew s slatehouse col
Ivagues recall louking o the Mar
lund governer we wi heneeable oned
elfective chiel execulive

S they wepe shocked 1o learn in
1971 that federal prosscuiors aere
accusing him of taking Ko kbacks
lruen stale cuntractors duorog bis
I™U Fears as goverdir

Mr  AEnewR 3 drath  resterdas
from gcule Jeukeinw dredged  wup
memaories of a paimiul moment tn
Marvland histiery 21 veurs ago w hen
he walked mto a Baliiodee wwar

Funalbs Ddp Frenbdil b VECE s 1deft whil
plead no cuntest fo @ charge ol
Imuene fak evasiol

The shivck Was s pfesl Devaiise
Eir MAgrew wos elected as o syl
of suburban purily as upposed o
urbun machines and rural reac
tion waid Ueeorge Calleots, profes
ser emeritus of history at the Un
versity of Maryland at College Park

“Hut he was persunally on the
tihe That s the imnn:r uf Agnew_ the
symibol wl clennliness.” M Calloutt
aaid yesterday

Maryvlanders such as Alturney
General J Joseph CurTan, winw was

it the legislature when Agnew was
wewernur in P and 1997 say they
fesver geked up any hiats that
contracturs were paying kickbacks
in relurn for siate work

<l was 3 shock when we learned
what he and o few of the people
uwrownd him were duing” Mr Cur
ramn saul

“l cauld mever explamn thalt Hew
he ever succumbed o that | don't
knw, ™ B sand

Dweapite Mr Agnew s plee and o
Hrpage duecument submitied by
prosecutors detapling a longstand
ng scheme o culiect kwkbochs, the

furmer vice prestdenl guiniined
unisl his death that he bad done
nothing wrong

But George Beull, whi prosecuted
the vuss sgainst Mr Agnew sapd
the guestlon of gullt was settied on
Oet He 1473, when the vice prest
dentl entered his plea in ledersd
cuurt in Halnmore

UThe citsi was nt based on an
Bolated oot he said “Thers was o
patters that wis demonstrable for a
leng tame

Mr Agmew s eleclion 8s a Repulr
Licdn governdf Lm 4 slale thif-
wierwhehmingly  Desmssaiie wan

samething of b Muke

A badly splintered Uemecrabic
Party had neminated George WMaho
ney, a conservitive whise cam
paign slognn CWamar houss LS YoRr
rasile Protectut’  wos viewed a3 a
racist appeal Iy white volers

Former Democratic siate Sen
Julian Lapides of Baitinore said he
refused 1o endo Mr Mahoney
and voled for Mr Agnew

At that time. he was really the

ltberul  capdidate My Lapudes
sad =
Mr  Lapides gives Mr  Agnew

wiedil for some progresaive acliofis

wy gunermur, including begunning -
reorgunite duzens of Stale agencie
ity o cabinet form of govermmeg
Mr Agnew also supiported legisls
o tooend racel discrimination
Nursing and hike schoul unding

Mr Agnew's public image Began
1w change from political progressine.
o chie hard censervative aller ros
g broke vyt i Baltimore o Jis
fulluwing he death wf dagun
Luther KingJr

He summoned black leaders o 3
public mueting and chastised them
fur nu? ekmg a harder stance
againsl Therloks



