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former VYice Prasidsnt deni
" said he rasignead his high offic

1o spara the country an “agonizing” ordeal.
Mr. Agnew attacked his accusers eand eox-

in full text, is th2 address of former Vice

the greatest honor of my life by electing me Vice President
cf the United States. I do not waut to spend these lust mo-

ments with you in a paroxysm of bitterness, but I do think
thers are matters related to my resignation that are misunder-
stood. It is important to me, and I believe to the country,
that these misconceptions be cerrected.

Late this summer my ftness to contiuue in office came
under attack when accusations against me made in the course
of a grand-jury investigation were improperly and uncon-
scionably leaked in detail to the news media. I might add
that the attucks were increased by daily publication of the
wildest rumor and speculation—much of it bearing no re-
semblance to the information being given the prosceutors.

All this was done with full knowledge that it was preju-
dicial to my civil rights. The news media editorially deplored
these viclations of the traditional secrecy of such iuvesti-
gations, but at the same time many of the most prestigious
of them were ignoring their own counsel by publishing every
leak they could get their hands on.

From time to time I made public denials of those scur-
rilous and inaccurate reports and challenged the credibility
of their sources. I have consistently renewed those denials
—last doing so at the hearing in the United States district
court. There, in u respense to a statement of the prosecuter’s
case, I stated that, with the exception of my decision not
to contest the 1967 tax charge, I flady and categorically
denied the assertions of illegal acts on my part made by the
Government witnesses.

I repeat and 1 emphasize that denial of wrongdoing to-
nizht.

Notwithstanding that the Government’s case for extortion,
bribery and conspiracy rested entirely on the testimony of
individuals who had already confessed to criminal acts and
who had been granted total or partial immunity in exchange
for their testimony against me, their acousations, which are
not independently corroborated or tested by cross-examina-
tion, have been published and broadeast 25 indisputable fact.
This has besn done even though such accusations are not a
provable part of the single count of tax evasion which I saw
fit not to contest and which was the only issue on which I
went to court.

Up until a few days azo, I was detormined to fzght for
my integrity and my office, whatever the cost. The conf
dence that millions of vou expressed encouraged me, and
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sion to ‘‘correct misconceptions’ about his

no words can convey the appreciation that my family and I
will always feel for your outpouring of support. However,
after hard deliberation and much praver, 1 concluded several
days ago that the public interest and the interests of those
who mean the most to me would best be served by my step-
ping down.

The constitutional formalities of that decision were ful-
filled last Wednesday when I tendered myv resignation as
Vice President to the Secretary of State.

The legal sanctions necessary to resolve the conrest—sanc-
tions to which I am subject like any other citizen under our
American system—were fulfilled that same dav when 1
pleaded nolo contendere and accepted the judgment of the
federal court for a violation of the tax laws in 1567 when I
was Governor of Maryland.

While I'm fully aware that the plea of nola confendere
was the equivalent of a plea of guilty for the purpose of that
negotiated proceeding in Baltimore, it dees not represent a
confession of any guilt whatever for any other pumpose. |
made the plea because it was the only way to rquickly resolve
the situation.

In this technological age, image becomes dominant: ap-
pearinee supersedes reality, An appesrance of wrongdoing,
whether true or false in fact, is damaging to anyv man, but—
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o bo stop into the Presidency.

P American people deserve to have o Vice President
Mo cotmunds their unimpaired confidence and  implicit
ast. For more than two months now, vou huve not had
nwch a Vice President.

{lad [ remained in office and fonght to vindicate myselt
twough the courts and the Congress, it wonld have meaut
aibjecting the country to a huther agonizing period of
wouths without an unclouded successor for the Presidency.

'

ran swho must be vewdy at

i'nis I coukd not do, despite my tormented verbal assertion
o Les Ang
To put his country through the ordeal of division wod e

ereainty thut that entailed would be a sellish and unpatriotic
: ; : sy o . [T
sction for any man in the best of times, Bat at this especialiy

me o e

critical timne, with a dangerous war
Ladd with the pation still torn the v :

of the past vear, 1t would huve Heen intolereble. So € choss
insteadd net to contest formually the acensations against me.

i

I

in Court ““Was Mot an Admission of Guilt”

My plea fast week in court was exactly that: not en ad-
mission of cuilt but a plea of no contest, done to still the
raging sterm, delivering myself for conviction in one court
ont one count—the &ling of a false income-tax return for 1967,

But in addition to my constitutional and legal responsibil-
ities, I'm also accountable to unother authority—that of the
peopl? themsalves. Tonight U'd like to try briefly to give you
the explanation that you should rightly have.

First, o fevw words about goverrunent contractors and fund
raising agpear to be in order.

At every level of government in this country—local, State
and nativual—public officials in high executive positions must
make choices in the course of carrying out engingering and
architectural projects undartuken for the public good. Be-
cause they involve professional people, these are negotated
and wonbid awards. Competition is Berce, and the pressures
for fuvoritism are formidable.

And T'm sure you realize that public officials who do not
possess large personal fortunes face the unpleasant but un-
avoidable necessity of raising substantial sums of money to
pay their campaign-and-election expenses. In the forefront
of those euger to contribute always have been the contractors
seeking nonbid State awards.

Beyond the insinuation that I pocketed large sums of
money—which has never been proven and which I emphati-
cally deny—the intricate tangle of criminal charges leveled
at me which you've been reading and hearing about during
these past months boils down to the accusation that I per-
mitted my fund-raising activities anud my contract-dispensing
activities to overlap in an unethical and unlawful manner.
Perhaps, judged by the new, post-Watergate political moral-
itv, [ did. But the prosecution’s assertion that I was the
initiator and the “gray cminence” in an unprecedented and
complox scherne of extorting is just not realistic.

Portraying the prosecution’s witnssses, who have long
been experienced and aggressive in Maryland pelitics, as
innocent victims of illegal enticements from me is enough
to provoke incredulous laughier from any experienced politi-
cul observer, All knowladgeable politicians and costractors
kauw better than that. They know where the questionable
propusitions originate. They know how rauny shoddy schermes
a political man must reject in the course of carrving ont his
office.

What is it that nakes my accusers—szlf-confessed bribe
brokers, extortionists and conspivators—belisvable? Aad I
point out that their stories have been treated as gospel by
most of the media. Particnlarly, how can they be believabiz
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Lot me reiterate hersc(’ thntu‘;hm}me‘r:;: w%
utive of Baltimore County, ay Covemorelo'Ed‘s\[«county Exec-
Vice President of the United St ~arylund or as
trayal of my public trust. My
-‘5;2()0,0()()—1.\- modest for a person of my age and position
very peany of it can be accounted for from lawful sour ;.
M(»rr‘()\'r';z‘,} my st]andurd of living throughout my political C;-‘:
reer has been demoanstrably modest ¢ ¢ be .
public scrutiny during my yplﬁ)(l}i(ié ;itfeqngl ht‘ih bCien open 1
recitals acainst me tﬁcre are no clain'w of |:ie 0‘\ g s
: ) xplained per-
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But 1r all of thi:\' is true, ¥ou might sell ask why T did
1‘(’??}\[?5;K-md defend m.ysvelt ncoutt as a private citizen,

aid consider thut very seriously. But it was the unanimous
juckzment of my advisers that resignation would carry a pre-

» auilt sefficient to prevent a defense on the
tts. vd Imoafeadd that whai I've been bearing and se-
ing wad reading persnades me that they were right.,

By taking the course of the nolo plea, Ive spared my
family great anguish. At the same time, I've given the
President and the Congress the opportunity to select on vour
behalf a new Vice President who can fill that office nnen-
cumbered by controversy. :

I hope to have contributed to focusing America’s attention
and erergies back to where they belong: away from the per-
sonal troubles of Ted Agnew and back to the zreat tasks

by wccusing someone
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that confront us as a nation. As the country turns back to

those tasks, it is fortunate indeed to do so under the leader-
ship of a President like Richard Nixon.

Since events began to break in August, the President has
bomme a heavy burden in his attempt to be both fair to me
and faithfid to his cath of office. He has done his best to ac-
commedate human decency without sacrificing lesa! recti-
tude. He suid to me In private exactly what he has stated in
public: that the decision was minse alone to make.

And, having now made that decision, I want to pay tribute
to the President for the restraint and the compassion which
he has demonstrated in our conversations about this diffcult

(continued on next page)
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matter. The reports from unidentified sources that our mest-
ings were unfriendly—even vitriolic—are completely fulse.

L also want to express to the President and to all of you
my deep regret for any interference whicli the controversy
swrrotnding me may huve caused in the country’s pursuit of
the great goals of peace, prospecity and progress which the
Nixon Administration last vear was overwhelmingly re-elected
to pursue. Yet, our grent need ot this time is not for regret,
which looks at the pust, but for resclve, which faces the
fubure,

The fiest challenge we face as a nation is to summon wp
the political meturity that will be required to conlm and
supnort the new Viee Iresident. Undor the cewly anplicubls
25th Amendment to the Constitution, for £, 80t tme in our
history, in the event of the President’s death or disability, his
suceassor will be someone chosen by the Presideat and con-
fiemed by the Congress rather than somconc elected by the
peonle.

in choosing Gerald Ford, the President has made a wise
nomination. The Republicun Fouse Leader has eamned the
respect of the entire Congress, as well as those in the execu-
tive branch who have coms in contact with hin during his
long and distinguished career. Jerry Ford is an eminendy tair
and capuable individual, one who stands on principle, one
who works eflectively and nounabrasively for the achievable
result. Hell make an escellent Viee President, and he is
clearly qualified to undertake the highest office should the
occasion require it,

Alter the Vice Presidency is filled, the next question for
Amsricans will be whether we're able to profit from this se-
ries of painful experiences by underteking the refarms that
recent tragedies cry for.

Will recent events form the crucible out of which a new
svstem of campaign financing Is forgaed, a system in which
public funding for every political candidate removes an op-
portunity for evil or the appearance of evil? I sincerely hope
sa.

Will the furor about campaign contributions dramatize the
need for State and local governments across the conntry to
close the loopholes in their laws which invite abuse or sus-
picion of abuse in letting lucrative contracts to private busi-
ness? Again, 1 hope so. I remember closing one such lopphole
regarding the awarding of insurance contracts when 1 was
County Executive of Baltimore County.

Will my nightmare-come-trae bring about a healthy self-
examination throughout our criminal-justice system aimed at
stopping prejudicial leaks? Will the prosecutors be re. tricted
and controlled in their ability to grant immunity and partial
wnmunity to ccax trom frightened defendants accusations
against higher targets?

“immunity Is an Opan invitalion to Parjury”

Certainly these procedures nsed closer supervision by the
courts and defenss counsol and the har. As things now stand,
immunity is an open invitation to perjury. In the hands of an
ambitions prosecntor, it can amount to legalized extortion
and bribery. Again, I would hope that such reforms might
result.

It these beneficial changes do flow from our current na-
tional trauma, then the suffering and sacrifice that T've had
to undergo in the course of 2ll this will be worthwhile. But,
regurdless of what the fuiure may bring, nothing con toke
dway my satistaction at having served for some 57 months as
tae second-highest censtitutioual officer of the greatest.nation
on earth: a satisfuction deriving vot from what I did bnt From
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On Mr. Nixon’s role: “'He said to ma in private exact!y what he
stated in public—~that the decision was mina alona to make.”

what was done for me by millions of fine men and women
whose beliefs and concerns I tried to articulate and from
what was done around me by a great President and his Ad-
ministration in advanéing the cause of peace and well-being
fur this country aad for all mankind. )

I believe that America has ahways thrived on adversity,
and so I can foresee only good ahead for this country despite
my personal sorrow at leaving public service and leaving
many objectives incomplete,

Under this Administration, which you have chosen and in
which I have been prvileged to serve, the longest war in
America’s history has been brought to an honorable end, and
we are within the best chance for lasting peace that the world
has bad in 2 century and a half. Both the abundance and
the quality of American life are pushing to mew highs.

Our democracy, with its balanced federal system, its sepa-
ration of powers and its fundamental principles of individual
liberty, is working better than ever before. Gur Bicertennial
in 1976 will be marked by a chance for the electorate to
choose among an unusually fine group of potential leaders.

These are America’s strengths and her glories, which no
amount of preoceupation with her weaknesses can ohscure.

Every age in American history has had its crises aad .up-
heavals. They all must have seemed like massive earthguakes
to those who stood at the epicenter of the movement. But
they all left the foundations of the republic secure and un-
shaken when history moved on.

The resignation of a Vice President, for example, is insiz-
nificant compared with the death of a President, parteularly
one so great as Lincoln. But I cant help thinking tonight of
James Carfield’s words to an audience in New York just $ol-
lowing the announcement that Lincoln had died.

Garfield, who was later President himself, was only a
young Army officer at the time of that great tragedy in 1865,
But he saw cleaily whers his country’s strength lay, and he
expressed it all in these few words to a frightened crowd. He
said, “Fellow citizens, God reigns, and the Government in
Washington still lives.”

1 take leave of you tonight, my friends, in that same sobev
but trusting spirit.

Cod does reign: I thank Him for the opportunity of ser~
ing you in high ofdce, and 1 know that He will continee to
care for this country in the future as He has done so well in
the past.

The Government at Washington does live: It lives in the
pages of our Constitntion. and in the hearts of our cirizens,
and there it will always be safe.

Thank you, good night and farewell.
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