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of last 6 years

By TOM STUCKEY

Gov. Marvin Mandel, striving to hold down Maryland’s rapidly

p rising long-term debt, submitted the smallest capital budget in six

years to the General Assembly today. -

The capital spending program for fiscal 1977 mclﬁdes‘m.sw;soo
for acquiring property, constructing and equipping new buildings
and renovating old ones. Lo

The last time the proposed capital budget was that low i}‘éiforv

fiscal 1671, when Mandel proposed a $60,335,000 capital program to
the logislature. But with the rapid inflation in construction costs
and property values over the lasr

seven years, this year's p __}‘flflm

~ will buy much less than a similar amount did in 1971. g
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The result of this year's lean program will be a sharp cutback in
the rate of construction of new buildings. Only one major new
building is included, a $14.8 million reception and diagnostic center
for the Department of Carrections on the grounds of the Maryland
Penitentiary in Baltimore. | . i

The second largest item is a $6.8 million appropriation to pur-
chase an existing office building in Annapolis belonging to Anne
Arundel County. : L5

Despite the slim capital program proposed by the governor,
Mandel said he is not certain that the state property tax rate can be
held atits current levelof 21 cents. - o

The capital budget bill does not include the state’s two biggest

construction programs, transportation projects and the buucgipg of

new publi¢ schools.
Mandel’s réquest for fiscal 1977 compares with capital budgets

the last three years of $83 million, $84 million and $96 million: 2%
One of the largest items in the new capital budget is $11.3 ‘million

for planning or constructing six buildings to house District Courts

and local offices of state agencies in six counties. Included: are
buildings to cost $3.1 million in Elkton, $3.6 million in Frederick and
$2 million in Centreville. S

In addition to the reception and diagnostic center, which will take
care of 400 inmates, the Department of Corrections will?’g‘ét?:l.z
million for a prefabricated dormitory to house 128 inmates at the
Maryland House of Correction in Anne Arundel County. - ="~
" One of the areas in which the hold-down on capital expenditures

is most evident is in the field of higher education,_where the

University of Maryland will get $7.8 million, the state colleges $5
million and Morgan State University $308,000. That $13: million
compares with more than $38 million for higher education last
year. . e
For the most part the $13 million in this year’s budget is scattered
over numerous small projects. The only money for new buildings is
$2.4 million for a laboratory-classroom building at the University of
Maryland's Center for Environmental and Estaurine Studies,
$752,500 for a stock and utilities building at the same center and $1.9
million for gn addition to the Energy Research Facility at the
College Park campus. : S
Most of the money for the state colleges will go for equipment for
existing buildings and improvements to campus grounds. - "
The-budget for-the Department of Natural Resources also i5 down
sharply, from $5.6 million last year to $1.5 million this year. - -
The only major natural resources item is $850,000 for design and
Eonstruction of a dayuse area at Deep Creek State Park in Garrett
ounty. —
The Department of Health and Mental Hygiene will get $6.7
million, most of it for improvements to existing hospitals. = -
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