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Burch doesn’t stlr*‘*’?'
“on loan to Mandel

YESTERDAY in this space we reviewed the governc
~ amazingly casual attitude toward widely published charges t
his wife and son have reccived some 854,000 apparently loaned fo

the purpose of financing his divorce and which therefore should

have gone to his first wife.

Today we would like toreview the fundamemal questlon of the
" governor's standing with or above the law. The attorney general of -
. this state, Francis Burch,.has many times maintained that he has;

- no authority whatever to investigate criminal matters. o
.- Here we have the governor and his family, apparently
-willing-or unable to: give reasonable e\pkmatlons or.indeed:ah
explanation, for the receipt of-a sum of money-more. than'tw me hi

annual salary before taxes.-
‘Evidently there is no interest and no ability on the part of the

criminal justice system here to even ask the most simple questions:

. Presumably if the governor shoots his grandmother the pohce wxll-f

. investigate.
But any other misuse of governmental power, any othe

st

evidence of fraud, bribery, or corruption, will remain umn-éf;

vestigated and untended unless the federal government sends;x
minions to Maryland to do the job for us.

Inplain Englxsh if vou want to know why Manland polmcs'hasi -
produced so mary crocks, the answer lies in the total absence of’

any significant prosecutonal authority at the state level.

In the instant case no one knows whether the governor. has or: .
. has not compromised his office. Indeed, no one knows whatelf‘

anything the governor has done.

All that is known are the:widely published reports that thel
governor, his wife, Jeanne, and his son, Gary, have received a total -

of $54.000 under mysterious circumstances for mysterious purposes

. and that he doesn't think that is anybody else's business. .
We.do think it is someone else's business. Weé think it is, the
people’s business.- And until the people receive a satisfactory.ex-
planation we think they are entitled to assume that Governor

Mandel may not be all that dlfferent from his predecessor i m the-’

State'House.

behind the skirts of his wife.

Those in power in this state apparentlv believe they can do.,
whatever they please knowing that short of the federal government:
no one is going to pursue any lead, no matter how blatant..

Mr. Burch: We don't care what your statutory authority is..If
you had any sense’of public responsibility at all you would be

)umpmg up and down with anger demanding that the leglslature'

give vou the right to investigate this matter — and others.
There is something unsavory here and you, and everyone else
inthisstate, knowit. . . \
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We think they are also enutled to an attorney general who acts
a system of justice that functions, and a governor that doesn’ t hlde '
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Volunteers

Sir:

With the current practice of
seifishness and the *‘who-the-
hell-cares attitude”
present-day populace, there is

no wonder that the art if self-

sacrifice is becoming a thing of
the past, but there. are ex-

, ~ ceptions, one of which is the
; volunteer fire department.

The lady who attempted to
discredit the volunteers by
submitting a letter to the editor
unjustly downgrading the ef-
fectiveness of the system,
cvidently, has no conception of
the reasons for or the workings

of our

© powers”

, obhtcratcmg thes;,
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Landsc:

Sir: |

Annapolis is
known early hlSt(‘
Mr. Lcms or hi:
over ss]
should be allowe.

destroy the beaut. '
;

planned historic 3
citv—especiall

from view.
“The State House !
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