“People are buying it and I

don’t think they're buying it to

leave inthe drawer.”

Mandel made his remarks
after he was asked to comment
on a Senate

widespread unwarranted
surveillance and illegal
wiretapping by  units of the
Baltimore Police Department.

The news conference was the

first time since the release of ~

the report last week by the
* Constitutional and Public Law
Committee that Mandel had
been available for questions on
the 157-page document, which
the governor said he has read
twice..

investigating’
committee report alleging

developed by illegal wiretaps to

- support requests for search
warrants against such activity

. asillicit gambling. .
. Askcd to comment on the

allegations against "law- en-
forcement officials, Mandel
spent most of the time saying

. that a law is needed to regulate

the sale of spy paraphernalia to

- nongovernmental groups and

private citizens.

examples of eavesdropping
violations in the private sector,
Mandcl mentioned the case of
Charles Tipton in which a tape
recorder was hidden under a
coat tc capture a conversation.
However, the recorder in the

pute grows

requirement may have added
$48 million—the rough
equivalent of one elementary
school for each county—to the
construction costs. -

The prime opponent of the bill
was Charles Rush of the
Baltimore Building Trades
Council, a2 union group, who
said the prevailing wage law is
needed il unionized contraétors
with their higher labor costs
are to be able to bid com-
petitively against nonunion
firms.

Durscher told the committee,
however, that he has noticed
only a slight increase in the
number of contractors seeking
school jobs in Montgomery
County since the state took over
school construction and tied it
to prevailing wage in 1971

Rush said apother effect of
prevailing wage is that in
permitting unionized con-
tractors to bid competitively

for school jobs, the public will
get Dbetter quality “because
unionized workmen are better
craftsmen than nonunion
workers,

He s-id that while union wage
scales have risen only 6.9 per
cent in the past 21 months, the
cost of land has risen tenfold in
the past five years and interest
charges have gone up 10 per
cent during the same period.

“1 don't see any proposal
here to freeze the cost of land,
lower the architects’ fees or
salaries of the school
superirtendents, which I un-
derstand are quite high,”” he
said.

.Plutc, discovered in 1330, is
the mcst distant known planet
in our solar system. In its 248
year crbit of the sun, Pluto
never comes closer than
2.670.000.000 miles to the Earth,
National Georgraphi says.

Askad to ‘cite specific
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Mandel tax plan

| greeted'

Representatives of three
powerful industries which will -

* be hit by Gov. Marvin Mandel's

proposal to accelerate the
collection of $39 million in

business taxes apparently don’t ..
. plan much of a legislative fight

against the changes.
Lobbyists for banking in-
stitutions, public utilities and

. insurance companies reacted

much the same following
Mandel's disclosure that he
would ask the General.

_ Assembly to require them to

pay estimated taxes during the
year.

Other Maryland businesses
already are required to make
estimated tax payments in-
stead of waiting until after the -
year is over to send their money
tothe state treasurer.

“We feel it will be passed,”
William E. Weaver of the
Maryland Bankers Association
said of the Mande! proposal.

“As far as the industry is
concerned, we're pot going to
take any position on it. Let's be
practical. Nothing is going to be
accomplished tryving to defeat
it," he said.

Banks, utilities and insurance
companies are treated dif-
ferently from other cor
porations because they pay
special taxes in lieu of cor-
porate income taxes. Utilities
pay a gross receipts tax, in
surapce companies a premium
tax and banks a franchise tax.

Those taxes are now collected
in the spring each year for the

preceding 12 months. That
aliowithe companies to keep,
and use for their own benefit,

Yearly Furniture

the taxes that _accrue through
the year. s’ *

Mandel, to help balance his
budget, is asking the General
Assembly to require them to
pay at least half of their ex-

pected tax liability by July .1
each vear. .

Crawford said

qulttmg race

State Sen. Victor L. Crawford
will withdraw from the US.
Senate race to seek the
Democratic Congressional
nomination from the Eighth
District, the .Baltimore - Sun

- -

" reported today.

The paper said it had learned
from reliable sources in An-
napolis that Crawford made the
decision last weekend. '

The Montgomery Coun{y
Democrat denled that he hid
decided to withdraw from tbe
Senatorial contest. _

Butbesaidbels“getﬁngnbt
of pressure’ to enter the rade
for the seat which is being
vacated by the popular veteran
Republican Congrenmai
GilbertGude.

Crawford said the pressure h
coming from state and locil
political Jeaders, but he would
not identify those leaders.

He said they seem to believe
be is the only one who can beht
Republican State Sen. Newton
I. Steers, who i3 expected fo0
announce his candidacy for the
GOP pomination Saturday.

Crawford has been given
littie chance of success in 2
Democratic sepatorfal comtest.




