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Mandel wants sale of electronic gear restrlcted

Privale citizens and non-
governmental groups should be

The report alleged that city
policemen and employes-of the

restricted in their ability to . Chesapeake & Potomac

acquire electronic
eavesdropping and sur-
veillance equipment, Gov.
Marvin Mandel said Thursday.

I think it’s too easy for in-
dividuals to purchase this
equipment,”’ the governor said
at his weekly news conference.
“People are buying jt and I
don't think they're buying it to
leave in the drawer.”

Mandel made his remarks
after he was asked to comment
on a Senate investigating
committee report alleging
widespread unwarranted
surveillance and illegal
wiretapping by units of the
Baltimore Police Department.

The news conference was the
first time since the release of
the report last week by the

* Constitutional and Public Law
Committee that Mandel had
been available for questions on
the 157-page document, which
the governor said he has read
twice.

Telephone Co. regularly
carried out
eavesdropping without court
orders requiréd under federal
law. -

" The report further said that
vice squad officers falsified the
source of the information

developed by illegal wiretaps to

- support requests for search

warrants against such activity

-.asillicit gambling.

. Asked to comment on the
allegations against law- en-
forcement officials, Mandel
spent most of the time saying
that a law is needed to regulate
the sale of spy paraphernalia to

_nongovernmental groups and

private citizens.

Asked to ‘cite specific
examples of eavesdropping
violations in the private sector,
Mandel mentioned the case of
Charles Tipton in which a tape
recorder was hidden under a
coat to capture a conversation.

However, the recorder in the

pute grows

requirement may have added
$48 million—the rough
equivalent of one elementary
school for each county—io the
construction costs.

The prime opponent of the bill
was Charles Rush of the
Baltimore Building Trades
Council. a unioa group. who
said the prevailing wage law is
needed if unionized contraétors
with their higher labor costs
are to be able 10 bd com-
petitively against poaunica
firms.

Durscher told the commitiee.
however, that he has noticed
only a shight incrTease in the
murmber of comtraciors seeking
whool jobs @ Momtgomery
County since the state Wook over
school construction and tied it
0 prevailicg wage m 1971

Rash saxd aoother effect of
orevailing wage s thatl im

for school jobs, the public will
gel Dbetler quality because
uniognized workmen are better

craftsmen than nonunion
workers.
He said that while union wage

scales have risen ooly 6.9 per
cent in the past 21 moaths, the
cost of land bas risen teafold in
the past five years and interest
charges bave gooe up 10 per
cent durimg the same period.

“l dom' see any propossl
here to freere the cost of land.
lower lhe architects’ fees or
sataries of the school
superintendents. which | un-
derstand are quite high ™ he
said.

Plato. discovered w 1M, i
the mest distamt known plabed
im owr sodar systems [a s 248
year octat of the sma Phto
never coxmes closer (ha2

telephone

Tipton case — which involved -

allegations of an attempt to get
state penal officials to lighten
Tipton's sentence — is the type
on sale throughout the state in

electronics shops and depart-’

ment stores..

" The governor $aid he was not
ready to sponsor legislation
regulating the sale and use of

" spy gear because he wants fo
see what legislators willdo,

Regarding police activities,
Mandel reiterated his op
posm,n. to- spying on persons

inked to specific crimin4l
activity, one of the allegations
made against the city police n
the report. .

Mandel tax pla,n'
greeted calmly

Representatives of three

powerful industries which will -

be hit by Gov. Marvin Mandel’s
proposal to accelerate the
collection of $39 million in

business taxes apparently don't.

plan much of a legislative fight
against the changes.

Lobbyists for banking in-
stitutions, public utilities and
insurance companies reacted
much the same following
Mandel's disclosure that he
would ask the General

_ Assembly to require them to

pay estimated taxes during the
year.

Other Maryland businesses
already are required to make
estimated tax payments in-
stead of waiting until after the
yearisover 1o send their money
10 the state treasurer.

“We feel It will be passed.”
William E. Weaver of the
Maryland Bankers Association
said of the W ande! proposa).

“As far as the industry is
concerned, we're ool poing 1o
take any position oo ft. Let's be
practical. Nothing s poimg to be
accomplished Urying to defeat
it.” be sand.

Baoks. wtilities and insurance
companies are treated dif
ferently from olher cor
porations because they pay
special laxes in Lew of cor
porate ipcomme laxes UNilities
pay 1 gross receqpls lax im-
Srance COMPITes 3 preminm
tax and bazks a franchise tax

Thaose Laxes are pow collected
@ the sprimg each year for the
preesdine 1 mweemthe Thad

the taxes that accrue through
the year,

Mandel, to help balance hls
budget, is asking the General
Assembly to require them to
pay at least half of their ex-
pected tax liability by July .l
each vear.

Crawford sald

quitting race

State Sen. Vietor L. Crawford
will withdraw from the US.
Senate race to seek the
Democratic Congressional
pomination from the Eighth
District, the Baltimore Sttn
reported today.

Tbepapernidnh)dlumcd
from rellable sources in An-
napolis that Crawford made the
decision last weekeod. _

The Moatgomery County
Democrat denied that be hsd
decikded to withdraw from lbt
Secatorial contest.

But be said be ts getﬂn;nd
ol pressure™ o eoter the raée
for the seat which Is being
vacated by the popular veteras
Republican Co»n(rennlt.
GildertGude.

Crawtord uidlhtmb
coming from stste apd lochl
patitical leaders, bet be would

i those headers.

He s2id they seem 10 delieve
be is the oaly one who cam bedt
Republican Siate Sez. Newton
[ Steers. wvio it expected b0
amnounce kit candidacy for the
GOP pomination Syturdsy.



