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: TheMéssage: We'veGot It

Appeals Verdict Dehghts Defendants

By David Maraniss ' L
Washinzton Post Staff Writer,

ANNAPOLH Jan. 111t began

‘ with three simple words from de-

fense attorney Arnold Weiner’s

" secretary. “We've got it,” she told

Marvin Mandel over the telephone

rat 4:40 this afternoon. Tears flowed
on both ends of the line, and be-
fore the night was over, Mandel,
‘his wife, Jeanne, his five code-
‘fendants and their many friends
would celebrate the vindication
they had said they were-all con-
fidently expecting. -

- From his secluded home in Anne
Arundel County, Mandel told his

many callers that he was too ex-
cited to decide whether to reclaim

I

.his office when he Iearned that an
‘appeals court in Richmond had
overturned. his corruptfon convic-

tion, spared him a four year jail-
sentence and stripped the word

“suspended” from his title of jgov-

- ernor of Maryland, if only:for-the "
six days until Gov.-elect Harry R. |

Hughes is inaugurated.

“It's hard to explain the reac
tion,” saild Mandel, who had pro-
tested his, innocence through' two
trials since his indictment,  in
November 1975. “I'm deeply gratel-
ful to all the people of Maryland
who, during these ' tying times,
have. stood by myself and my

family and I have been through‘;,.”
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' Mandel: ‘'six days left in term.
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;/this fight; nor was he alone: in the_
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unless youwve bheen through it. your- |

. self. This is the vindication that’s

been a long-fight to achieve  ~=!':

Marvin -Mandel was. not alone Jin

celebration. His vindication was shared

. by thei five men’ who went .on trial

© with him and by scores of politicians

who ‘had - in many. "w‘ays fallen - from
. grace ‘and power ! along: with thelr
leader. e

v At his Balhmore home, codefend-
‘ant. William Rodgers

champagne toasts “from family and
'friends by answermg the eonstantly

ringing telephone with two trium- "

‘;phant words: “Justice for allt”

At the State House, Acting Gov.

" Blair Lee III, the man who took over
. for his former hoss 17 months ago

and who, in the minds of his:friends

_at least, mdy have'lost his own bid
.for the governorship because of his

' loyalty to Mandel, rocked in his chair

with unrestrained glee moments after

- he learned of;the court’s decision.

+ “I'think it’s wonderful, I really do,";*

el and

interrupted .

S&ld Lee “1 firmly believe that Just
as people accepted the trial court’s

" decision they shall accept this. I'm ,

just delighted by:it all. I'm happy for.
Marvin and for the state.”

~ Lee’s elation was blunted by sbme;
of his aides wbo drank Scotch with

him and reflécted on what might have
heen had Mandel been cleared before'
'last September’s primary election.:

. “Now we can get the new election,”

"said one Lee assistant sarcastically:
;| “All those peopl.e who voted against

Blair because he stuck with the man

-who has been declared not guilty. I
‘wonder how they would vote now.” -

The acting governor was. one of the

 first .czllers to reach Mandel when
word of the, court decision reached

. Annapolis. 1t was a brief and- joyous
conversation, Lee recalled. “Marvin,
was bubbling. I never heard him hke'

‘that.”

Lee said he called Mandel, at the
request of the attorney general’s of-
fice, to find out’ whether the man who
served as /governor for eight years
planned to return fo the State House
, and take over again for the final days
of his second term, Mandel, according
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to Lee, did not firmly answer the
question.

_.'He said the letter he signed on
June 4, 1977, (authorizing Lee to act

uas governm) was still in force as far

as he was concerned,”’ Lee said. “But
he also told me he may call me later
if he chauges his mind.”

Some of Mandel’s former aides said
they hope he will reassume power.
Frank Harris, an executive assistant
who was fired by Lee last year, said
he and several other former Mandel
aides will gather close to the State
House Friday and wait for a signal
from Mandel. )

“Maybe,” said Harris, “he’ll want us
to move back into our old offices.”

The other quesiton still unregolved
‘at the end of the day’s dizzying events
- was whether the U.S. attorney’s office
in ' Baltimore would seek to ftry
Mandel for a third time, as the
‘~‘appeals court said it could.

U.S. Attorney Russell G. Baker Jr.

echned to comment on the court’s
" ‘decision. The. assistant U.S. attorney
"who prosecuted Mandel, Barnet Skol-
nik, has left that office ‘to practice
law with William Hundley one ..of
the defense attorneys in the corrup-
tion trial
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Mandel is plctured leaving his office at the State ‘House in October 1977 the day before he was sentenced.



