The Weather

Today — sleet changing to rain,
high near 40, low near 35, Sundav—
Rain, followed by partial clearing,
high 43 to 530. Yesterday—3 p.m. Aiv
. Qu lity: 15: temperaiure range:
2921, Details are on Page (2
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By James M. Thresher—The V\’ammﬁmn Poat

A smllmg Gov, Marvin Mande] fakes his seat for a press conference in the State House, flanked by wife Jeanne and his atiorney Arnoid Weiner, Acuncr Gov. Blair Lee 181 stands behind.

By David A. Maraniss and Michael Welsskop{
Whsiningron Post 8fall Wrilers
ANNAPOCLIS, Jan. 12-—-3larvin Mandel,
shadowad by his iriends and loyal as-
‘pistants, mavehied up to the second {loor of
the State Ifouse tois oiternoon for the {irst
time in 18 maonths, gal down . frowt of
b'Jttu\ of mijerephonez and cameras, and fov
30 minutes. answe gucstions frony the
i wress in his unigucely vague stvle, never let-
*‘-‘1212" on whrri‘e“ he wplanned to resume power
v the £ns! {ive davs of his second term.
"1 am governer.” satd Mandel, in his mo-
;. ment of rugal splender. Bui he would not

teil the 200 reporters, politicians and {riends
in the room whetrer he wanted to be gover-
ner in name ov in function. “I see no need
for any big rush about that, T think I'm go-
ing to think akout what I'm going to do.”

In the 2% hours since be learned that an
appeals court in Richmond had overturned

his  coaviciion on  political corruption
c].amoc T'm',‘u s4id, he had been foo husy
celebi oo preoceupied witlh the eu-

phoria of fhe mowmaent, to consider the prac-
tical question thal everyone wanted him 1o
answer,

Blair Lec TIL the aciing governer for these
motths of drandel’s exile. a man as direct as

Mandel s circumesy told the press that
he was as anxious a~ they were to find ous
Mandel's lmemxom——~and just as much in
the dark. E

“1I had & brief meeting with Marvin to
find out aboui my future and didn't get any-
where, zo I carse out here in the hope of
getting some scraps of information.” said
Lee. “Obvicusly, he's pot letting eon, so I'm
going to follow him around for the rest m
the day.” Two howvrs later, after anocther
meeting with dMandel, Lee was still waiting
for the word, ’

“Marvin,” he said. “lalked abeut every-
thing-—except tiaf which is relevant.” -

1t
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“Fnough is enstigh”

mu’ fraud luw

andel’s Return: Moment of Royal Splendor

Indeed, on this ddy, it was hard to tell
what wus relevant and what was not. For
Mandel. the time was unimportant and the
sense of vindication unremitiing, He seemed
totally corvineed that U.S. Attordey Russell
T. Baker—who has daclined comment since
the appesal rt's o ion—would deocide
not to put bim on trial for a third time.
MMandel said.- -

It was a day of svmbeolic restoration, as
well, for same of the aides who fell from

a See MANDEL, A6, Col, 1
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For Mandel’s

MANDEL, From Al

power with Mandel’s conviction and
disgrace. They barged into the State
House today with trench coats flowing
and cigars blazing, shouting, “the Mul-
doons are back, the Muldoons are
back.” .

“It’s mce to be back,” said Mandel’s
former’] legislative aide, Frank Harris,
flipping a pack of quarters in the air.

“Yeah,” said Michael Silver, Man-
del’s former deputy patronage secre-
tary. “I got the nameplates in my
pocket so we can put ’em back on our
doors.”

“Hey Ronnie,” said former appoint-
ments secretary Maurice Wyatt to for-
mer deputy legislative counsel Ron-
ald Schreiber, “you still selling tickets
to Marvin’'s press conference?”

‘It’s like a class reunion,” said Sil-
ver, as they burst into Wyatt’'s old
second-floor office and posed for
group pictures.

Some of the legislators at the State
House joined in the merriment of the
men who were known as Mandel's
“roadrunners.” Del. Paul Weisengoff
showed otf a new tie that had horses
on it. “These are back in style again,”
he joked.

A central part of the case against
Mandel involved his alleged attempt
to get the legislature to override his
veto of a switch of horse racing days
ifrom one frack to another.

There were many other legislators,
however, who expressed embarrass-
ment about Mandel's return, When
Del. Fred Rummage attempted to get
the Prince George's delegation to
pass a resolution congratulating Man-
del, he could find only two other
county delegates willing to vote for it.

“I thonght I was elected as part of
a new Maryland,” said freshman Del.
Thomas Mooney. “Now this ...”

Added Del. Timothy Maloney: “Just
because there were defects in the
second trial is no reason to congratu-
late Mandel. Maybe it's reason to
castigate the judge.”

But even for seme of the legislators
“who shared this view, the electricity
of the moment was too much to keep

These former Mandel aides gathered in Annapolis yes-
terday before the State House press conference. From

tham away from the reception room
‘when Mandel held his press confer-
ence. Dozens of legislators—Mandel
friends and 'enemies—stood in the
back of the room and watched him
perform.

Mandel was in a conciliatory mood
during his appearance on the second
floor, refusing to say harsh words

about the politicians who ran against .

his image in the last election, even
declining to crivicize the men who
prosecuted him. “Bitterness,” said
Mandel, “has never been a part of
my makeup.”

Attacked by Gov.elect Harry R.
Hughes during the September Demo-
cratic primary as the man who made
people “ashamed to be Marylanders.”
Mandel has not been invited to attend
Hughes’ inauguration. Pressed on the
matter by reporters today, Hughes
said he would “have something to say

on that later,” but thought that the
overturning of the conviction would
have “no impact” on his own admin-
istration.

Mandel said he found no irony in
the fact that his conviction was over-
turned only days before one of those
politicians who ran against his image
will be inaugurated.

“Well,” said Blair Lee, who lost to
Hughes in the primary, “If he [Mandel]
doesn’t [see irony], I do.”

Mandel said that even if he decides

to reassume power he will not move ©

back to the governor’s mansion.

Mandel said that next Wednesday,

after his term officially ends, he
would like to go back to practicing
law. He even left the door open for a

possible return to elected politics,
“I'm shaking my head only -

saying,
because I'm not sure,” when asked
whether he might run. for a U.S.
Senate seat in 1980.

oadrunners,

lawyers say,
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By James M. Thresher-—-The Washington Post

left: Maurice R. W,vatt. Frank DeFilippo. Frank Harris,
Michael Silver, Ronald Schreiber and Simon McHugh.

The State House, with its exctite-
ment and symbolic gestures, con-
trasted markedly with the quiet, busi-
ness-like federal courthouse in Balti-
more, home of the U.S. attorney’s of-

¢ fice that proseccted Mandel. Inside,

Baker piled up telephone messages,
declining to respond to queries. His
secretary issued a brusque “no com-

ment today” when asked questions.

Prosecutors have 14 days from the

“ time the opinion was issued at 4:40

p.m. Thursday fo ask the appeals
court in Richmond to rehear the case.

If they decide not to seek a rehearing,
prosecutors can take
their appeal to the U.S. Supreme
Court, retry the case in U.S. Distriet

" Court or simply drop the charges.

Deputy Attorney General George

" Nilson said Mandel would now be

entitled to a full pension and back

pay for the months from which he was
suspended from office—amounting to
more than $30,000.

At an early morning press confer-
ence at his Baltimore law office, Man-
del’s chief defense lawyer, Arnold M.
Weiner, said trying the case a third
time—the first ended in a mistrial
Dec. 7, 1976—would amount to “triple
jeopardy.”

“The public should be spared the
expense and drain of federal re-
sources which would be required if
the preoccupation with this case were
to continue,” he said. “This case in-
volves events which took place 10
years ago, during an administration
which is almost over.”

The costs of trying Mandel twice so
far have run into millions of dollars.
The defense alone has cost $1 million,
and the prosecution has spent far
more in more than five years of inves-
tigations and trials, according to law-
yers involved in the case.

With four days remaining until his
second term expires, Mandel can re-
gain the full privileges and powers of
his office simply by writing a letter.
In the letter, Mandel would have to
revoke a June 1877 executive order
that designated Lee as aclting gover-
nor while Mandel went through the
twin strains of recovering from a mild
stroke and beginning his second trial.

“1 haven’t even thought about it or
discussed it,” Mandel said in typical-
ly cryptie style shortly after walking
into the governor’s reception room
for his first press conference there
in 18 months.

As the day progressed, Lee re-
mained among the curious spectators
walking through the State House halls
saving he had no idea of Mandel's
plans even after a second meeting
with him. “I’'ve long since learned not

to anticipate anything from Marvin

Mandel,” Lee said. ““You can meet
with him for quite a while and not re-
ally know what was said.”

Mandel's deliberately cautious style
was apparent throughout his press
conference, amusing many of his long-
time observers. and {friends. Asked

’s Like a Class Reunion’

whether in retrospect he would have
done anything differently during his
vears in office, Mandel replied, “Not
had as many press conferences.”

The one point he did make clear
was that he would not ask the state
to pay his legal fees, although six of
his aides have asked the state to pay:
the legal expenses they incurred
while federal prosecutors were inves-
tigating Mandel. A special commis-
sion has recommended that the state
pay the legal fees of two of them.

The celebration began for Mandel
shortly after tne news came in Thurs-
day and stretched far into the night at
one of his favorite retreats as gover-
nor, the pentnouse of the Annapolis
Hilton Hotel. There, he held down a
large table in the far corner, receiving
a steady procession of well-wishers
and chatting with reporters about pol-:
itics and public morality.

This morning, after a sleepless
night, Mandel, his wife Jeanne and
two of her sons—22-vear-old Phillip
and 13-year-old Paul—returned to An-
napolis for a breakfast at Chick and
Ruth’'s Delly. There, at booth known:
as the “governor’s office,” Mandel ate
a bagel and made some calls on a red.
telephone placed on the table by pro-
prietor Chick Levitt.

Almost two nhours later, the five
“roadrunners”- drove in from across
the state for coffee and doughnuts at
Mandel's Severna Park home. Sitting
by a fire in the den, they joked about.
getting back into the state pension
system for the next five days and re-
turning to the State House as the
“transition team” that will hand over
the government to Gov.-elect Hughes.
next week.

As they departed for the State
House, they resolved to act “with hum-
ility”—a pledge that lasted only as
long as it took Silver and Schreiber to
reach their car. Recalling the long
dismal walk from their offices to an
Annapolis restaurant that day of Aug.
23, 1977, when Mandel was convicted,
Silver turned to Schreiber and said,
;‘Screw humility. Let’s have some
un.”



