Mandel Warned
To Return Items
From Mansion

By Sandra Saperstein
and Lou Lorscheider *
Washington Post Ste1f Writers -

Former Maryland gbvernor Marvin

- Mandel yesterday was = given ftwo

-

weeks to return $35,000 worth of ‘pub-

‘¢ furnishings that state officials

charge he 1mproperly removed from
the executive mansion when he left
office. o

Gov., Harry Hughes announced that
if the 87 pieces of furniture and other
objects were not returned by Dec. 20,
the state attorney general would file a
lawsuit against Mandel and -his wife,
Jeanne,. seeking return of the prop-
erty. :

The state also is seeking reimburse-
ment of $3,800 in cash used before
Mandel left the mansion in 1977 fol-
lowing his political corruption ‘con-
viction. Sources said this -cash “was
taken from the executive’s household
account to buy various items, some
of which were taken by the Mandels
when they left.

Asst, Attorney General - Charles
Monk, who headed the six-month in-
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To Return Md F urmture

MANDEL From A1 _again, but, by god, T'm not going to sit
."back and be maligned,” Mandel said.

esti atlon into the mlssm o% ects, . SR n L .
et gwnh, the Mandels yes%erégy at-  He said that aside frorh a few pieces

ktheir suburban Amnapolis consulting ©of government furniture that He ak
ffice for mote than two hours, going - “ready has' offered to pay for he knew
ver a long list of furniture, china, gpecifically of only three items he
ecorative pieces and other gogds that took from the mansion—-a set of bar-

ere removed from the mansion. g .
a bells, a wardrobe:and a movie projee-

“This whele .thing. is se
ridiculous .. .,” a pipe-puffing, fa- tor stored in his garage.

wmtigued Mandel said at his consulting ~ “We told the state to come by and
PLfirm office last night. “Being asked to  pick them up,” said Mandel. “But they
geprove ownership of our own proper- never have. I don't’ know what they're
eety.” . disputing.” :
The former governor said at least  \p,oacl noted thiat he stifl has more |

%30 percent of the public property in-
favestigators previously told him was than 200 boxes of uncrated goods

e missing actually were wedding gifts moved from the mansmn There i§ a
#eenl to him and his second wife, possibility, he sald that there are “a
& gg;;me when they were married in ‘few small items” in the boxes belong-
g “The silliest thing about this,” he ing to the srate. He said that j,w;c ®
B added. “is I don’t have anywhere near  during the six-menth investigation ke
84535000 worth of furnishings in my en-  2ll0wed investigators te’ phetograph
g tire house” o In bis ome, hut (hat boty toie
. e piefur not ¢ 0 s
Jeanne Mandel said that the allega he then -got a professional photogra-
pher to take: the pictures and-sent
them on te investigators. ;
here.’ ” Tne source -familiar with the Tist of
¥ Mandel said he had offered to give missing items said it would “read like
$the state attorney general's office a @ Christmas catalogue from Jordan
&Wlist of people who sent him wedding Marsh,”—a well-kn_own Boston depart-
R cifts, if the state would promise never Ment store—and includes household
®¥io reveal their names. But, he items ranging from crystal to anti-
yclaimed, the state sald his request was ques.
not fea51b1e Shortly after Mandel moved out of
“I suspect many of these people the mansion in October 1977, the state
- would be so damn mad that they’ll conducted an inventory and found
volunteer 10 - testify in cOurt if they nine pieces of furniture missing, The
sshave to,” he said. list included two leather wing chairs,
The former governor said he had a $1,000 chesterfield sofa, an oak roll-
s scanned the st of 87 items presented  top desk and a tortoise lamp, bought
$t0 him yesterday by the state, but did  with the understanding Mandel would
not want to, comment on them specili- take them with him when he left and
cally until he studes it. . then repay the state, according to the |
“T have no desire not to cooperate, head of the state General Services De-
#and I have no desire to go to court partment.




