What if Mandel conviction had never taken place‘?

By C. Fraser Smith

Gov. William Donald Schaefer
might still be the mayor of Balti-
more,

The people of Maryland might
have been spared yet another em-
barrassing scandal.

U.S. Sen. Paul S. Sarbanes might
still be in the House of Representa-
tives.

The late Blair Lee IIl or Represen-
tative Steny H. Hoyer, D-Md-5th —

or both — might be former gover-
nors,

Harry Hughes mignt still be a ball
lost in tall grass.

If someone had decided 10 years
ago that Marvin Mandel's conduct
did not constitute mail fraud, per-
haps, he might not have spent 19
months in federal prison — and the
political landscape of Maryland
might be far different.

All mights and maybes, of course,
but all possibilities to conjure with
after yesterday’s back-to-the-future

ruling that exonerates Mr. Mandel
on the charges that forced him and
his friends out of public life.

Mr. Mandel’s conviction for politi-
cal corruption in 1977 blended well
10 years ago with the shroud of em-
barrassment draped over the state
by several Maryland politicians, in-
cluding Spiro T. Agnew, the dis-
graced former governor who was
forced to leave the vice presidency or
face bribery charges.

Others, including former Balti-
more County Executive Dale Ander-

son, had gone to jail. |

And then came the doughty,
pipe-smoking governor who helped
his friends boost the value of a race
track in Prince George's County.

Even then, people were confused
about what the former governor had
done.

“He may have done something
crooked,” a Pikesville woman told
The Sun at the time, “but he did it
with the people in mind.”
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Mr. Mandel ran a tightly con-
trolled political organization reach-
ing from Annapolis (o Baitimore and
Upper Mariboro and other parts of
the state. When he went to jall, a
veteran political worker from Balti-
more said yesterday. “the political
thing came loose.”

Hamry Hughes. a relatively un-
known former transportation secre-
tary, was lifted into office on a wave
of anti-corruption. anti-machine
sentiment. The courts and the legal
system had thrown the rascals out
and the peopie replaced them with a
man who made integrity his plat-
form.

An apostle of the laid-back. Mr.
Hughes re-introduced Maryland to
the wonders of the General Assem-
bly. which regained its charter to
participate in governmental deci-
slons. Had Mr. Mande] given way to
a governor chosen by the old-line or-

ons, the two houses might
not have had so much breathing
room.

Also. Maryland might still be la-
boring under the old sys-
tem. the one the former governor
cultivated carefully. Mr. Hughes
changed it.

“Harry al strained to app
people who couldn’t help him polits-
cally.” says Blair Lee IV, son of the
former al governor and a sharp
crtic of Mr. Mandel. “Harry ap-
pointed blacks and women and.
mast shockingly. people of compe-
tence.”

The landscape changed in other
— not so predictable, quite tronic —

ways.
Y ] Hughes, the state

Uncer
granted lavish tax concessions to

Frank J. De Francis, the state’s cur-
rently reigning track baron. Without
these concessions. he and Mr.
Hughes argued, Maryland's $1 bil-
lion racing industry could be under-
mined by swank new racing empori-
ums in New Jersey.

There had been change. to be
sure, but yesterday Mr. Mandel said
he is dublous about it.

“T'm not sure it changed for the
better. but I'm not going to comment
on that.” he sald.

At a press conference, he said he
would not have run for the US. Sen-
ate, but his former press secretary,
Frank DeFilippo. now a political
commentator, says he probably
would have. Everything had been
calculated, he recalled.

“If he hadn’t been convicted, the
plan in the early 1970s was to do the
second term as and run for
the U.S. Senate in 1976." Mr. DeFi-
lippo said. That well-pianned step
might have pre-empted entry into
the race by Mr. Sarbanes, then a

ashington
net secretary — Lieutenant Gover-
nor Lee. an affable aristocrat from
Montgomery County, might have
collected the political debts due for
his loyal service. A lifelong advocate
of public education, he might have
made improving the state schools a

assoclates would have preferred
then-Senate President Hoyer.

Blair Lee IV doubts that his father
would have succeeded Mr. Mandel
bad the governor run for Senate or
medfmm politics. He not

been acceptable to -
lies still in the game. he satd.

Hoyer. then president of the state
Senate. might have won the confl-
dence of the Inside political players
— and might have become governar
of Maryland. If . . .

With the Mande! conviction, Mr.
Lee became acting governor and Mr.
Hoyer joined his ticket as a candi-
date for lieutenant governor. But,
tarnished by their association with a
convicted governor, the Lee-Hoyer
ticket went down to defeat. The
surging Hughes juggernaut became.
a political powerhouse borne on by
its promise of a clean break with the
past -— giving the lie to a prediction
that Mr. Hughes was a lost ball.

A young former U.S. attorney,
Stephen H. Sachs, aiso drew mo-
mentum for a political career from
the fall of Mr. Mandel. He promised
to remove the office from Its too-
chummy relationship with the gov-
ernor. Mr. Sachs burned his view of
Mr. Mandel into the public con-
sciousness by prosecuting the for-
mer governor for unauthorized re-
moval of houschold goods and furni-
ture from Government House, the
guberriatortal mansion in Annapo-
lis. An assortment of things had
been removed. including fire wood,
packeis of Tidy Bowl and other es-
sentials.

The wounds did not heal.

And, in 1986. Willlam Donald
Schaefer settled the score for his old
friend and ally, Mandel, Mr.
Schaefer left his Baltimore,
in part, to prevent{Mr. Sachs from
winning the Had
been no conviction, had the




