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Chituaries

By Ann LoLordo
and Robert A. Erlandson

' 'Former Gov. Marvin Mandel
" made two phone calls to a Baltimore

County judge in 1983 in an attempt

" to gain favorable treatment for a chi-

~ent of his son, Gary, sources said

yesterday.

The first call was made in April of

" that year, but Baltimore County Cir-
" cuit Judge J. Willlam Hinkel rejected

" the overture and immediately con-
* tacted his boss, Robert C. Murphy,

chief judge of the Court of Appeals,

" the sources said.

That contact was. made before

. Judge Hinkel sentenced Gary Man-
del's client, Joseph F. Ciriago, a con- _
“victed Florida drug dealer, to 11

" years in prison April 26, 1983, ac-

" cording to court documents.

The alleged scheme by the former
governor and his son to influence
the judge was revealed this week in
a petition filed by the younger Man-
del’s former law partner, who is still
representing Ciriago.

In the petition, attorney Jeffrey L.
Greenspan secks to have Cirlago re-
sentenced by another judge. The
lawyer claims Judge Hinkel was so
angered by the alleged approach
that he was prejudiced against Cirt-
ago when he sentenced him that
April, and denied him bond pending
appeal of his conviction.

Judge Hinkel, who was appointed
a District Court judge in 1971 by
then-Governor Mandel, had convict-
ed Ciriago Feb. 22, 1983, of illegal

- possession of four pounds of cocaine

and two handguns. .
The petition outlines Mr. Green-

‘GARY MANDEL
Son of former governor

span’s participation in an FBI inves- .

tigation of the Mandels. The former
governor and his son have denied
any wrongdoing.

The alleged scheme also was re-
ferred to in a sentencing memoran-
dum filed by federal prosecutors in
an unrclated case against Gary
Mandel. The younger Mandel was
sentenced Thursday to four months
in a halfway house for using forged
prescriptions to obtain Dilaudid.

Mr. Greenspan filed his petition
on behalf of Cirlago Wednesday in
Baltimore County Circuit Court. The
lawyer said in that petition that nei-
ther hc nor his clien: knew of the
alleged scheme by the Mandels,

As well as allegedly calling Judge
Hinkel in April 1983, the former
governor made another call to the
judge in August, the sources said.

There apparently was no discussion

of money in either contact, the
sources said, because of Judge Hin-
kel's swift rebuft.

Judge Hinkel has refused to com-
ment on the alleged scheme by the
Mandels, except to say that he re-
ported the overture to Judge Mur-
phy.

Dana E. Caro, chief of the FBI's
Baltimore Bureau, has said that Mr.
Greenspan cooperated with his of-
fice in an investigation of his former
law partner. Mr. Caro would not
comment further yesterday except to
say, “1 just think Judge Hinkel's ac-
tions were landatory. He acted in the
hiphest traditions of a judicial offi-
cer.”

Cirlago, 38, of Hollywood. Fla.,
was initially referred to Gary Mandel
by another inmate he met at the Bal-
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timore County Detention Center m :

‘March 1983, That inmate was iden-
tified by an int‘ormed source yester-

day as Freddie D. Widener, who was
convicted of possessing marijuana
for distribution and sentenced to five

- years.

Widener is incarcerated at the
Maryland Correctional Instifution at
Jessup, and efforts to reach him ves-
terday were unsuccessful.

According to testimony at Gary
Mandel’s federal court trial, Mandel.
was already involved with rnest
Widener, a brother of Freddie, and
had supplied him with the narcotic
Dilaudid, obtained throusiti preserip-
tions Mandel had forged.

Mandel represented trmest Wid-
encr in a number of criminal cases
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Lﬂ Baitimoze Coufity j as well gs other
‘members of the Widener family, ac-
ing to county legal sources,

" The Greenspan-Mandel partner-
‘ship was dissclved in December
1983, after Mr. Greenspan had co-

“operated in the FBI investigation of
“tne alleged attempt to influence
Judge Hinkel.

Mr. Grecnspan agreed to wear a
recorder to tape conversations with
Gary Mandel about the alleged
scheme, according to the petition. In
;addition, several telephone conver-
“sations between Mr. Grecnspan and

Marvin Mandel concerning the Ciri-
ago case were also recorded, the doc-
ument says. . _

- Mr. Greensﬁan said in the peti-q
tion that the contents of the tapes
might be disclosed at the hearing on
the resentencing request.

“Last year, Cirlago wrote two
letters to Judge Hinkel, in which he
criticized the younger Mandel's han-
dling of his case and said, “I truly
hope you do not believe I had any
knowledge of what Mandel was try-
ing to do.”

Reporter Karen E. Warmkessel
contributed to this article.



